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Weizman to visit Jordan next week 

AMMAN (AFP) — Israeli President Ezer Weizman 
is to visit Jordan next week at the invitation of King 
Hussein, officials here said Wednesday.Mr. Weizman 
will -visit Jordan on Wednesday and discuss bilateral 
relations and the peace process with the King, the 
officials said. King Hussein invited Mr. Weizman to 
Jordan in October, but the Israeli president asked chat 
die visit be delayed so it would not interfere with the 
Israeli-Palcsrinian peace talks. Mr. Weizman met with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Israel on Oct. 8 
and went to Egypt on Oct. 14 for talks with Egyptian 
president Hosni Mubarak. 
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King phones Bahraini, Qatari rulers 

AMMAN t Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Wednes- 
day phoned Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa of Bahrain to 
condole him over the death of five Bahrainis in a road acci- 
dent in Jordan on Tuesday. Sheikh KhaJifn voiced appreciation 
for the King and the Jordanian government for the medical 
services offered to the injured. The King also phoned Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani of Qatar during which they 
exchanged views on the recent developments in the region. 
The King congratulated Sheikh Hamad for appointing Sheikh 
Jasem Ben Hamad as crown prince and over the formation of 
a new cabinet (see page 2). Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti meanwhile phoned Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Salman Al Khalifa to offer condolences over the 
death of Bahraini citizens in the accident. Sheikh Khalifa 
voiced appreciation for the Jordanian government on the assis- 
tance offered to the Bahrainis involved in the accident. 
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King visits GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday called at the 
General Headquarters of the 
Armed Forces. He reviewed 
with Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai issues of 
concern to the Armed Forces. 
Attending t he meeting were 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh and Prime Minister 
) and Minister of Defence 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

Kabariti receives 
message from UAE 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Wednesday received at his 
office United Arab Emirates 
{UAE} Ambassador to Jordan 
Ahmad Ali who relayed, to 
him a message from UAE 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Ham dan Ben Zayetf 
on bilateral relations and 
issues of common concern. 
Mr Ali expressed appreciation 
of Jordan's efforts to 
j strengthen Arab solidarity. 

; Khamenei rejects 
| dialogue with U.S. 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei rejected on 
Wednesday a U.S. offer for 
dialogue, saying his coun- 
try would “eternally" fight the 
“great Satan.The proposal “is 
an old tactic to increase pres- 
sure" on Iran and “our nation 
will continue, to fight against 
the United States "Ayatollah 
Khamenei said, quoted by the 
state television. 
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Cairo morgue chief 
held for selling eyes 

CAIRO (AIT) — The mortu- 
ary director of a Cairo public 
hospital has been arrested for 
removing eyes from cadavers 
and selling them for trans- 

( plant surgery, the Al Akhbar 
newspaper reported Wednes- 
day. O amal Qoth, the mortu- 
, * ary director for the Qasr A) 
it Aini Hospital here, was 
. arrested on Tuesday, the news- 
's paper said. He was arrested 
after the relatives of several 
people who died at the hospi- 
tal complained that the eyes 
had been removed from the 
bodies of their loved ones. 

Alleged Gemayel 
killers indicted 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
magistrate is demanding the 
death penalty for two mem- 
bers of a pro-Syrian leftist 
group charged with planning 
and carrying out a bombing 
that killed President-elect 

Bashir Gemayel in 1982. 
Investigating judge Sa’eed 
Mirza on Tnesday officially 
charged Habib Chartouni, a 
’ member of the Syrian Social 
^ National Party (SSNPi, with 
planting and setting off the 
bomb and Nabil Al Alam, the 
SSNP’s security official, of 
masterminding the assassina- 
tion. Both me are ac large. 

21 killed, 50 injured 
in Somali attack 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At 
least 21 people were killed 
and 50 wounded Wednes- 
day when militiamen of 
Somali warlord Osman Has- 
san Ali Ato attacked and 
occupied an airstrip 50 kilo- 
metres south of Mogadishu, 
survivors said. Ato forces used 
more than eight armed wagons 
known as technicals to attack 
the airport, which was under 
ibe control of rival warlord 
Hussein Mohammad Aideed, 
they . added. The lightning 
attack, came as planes were 
‘ . landing at the airstrip to deliv- 
er qat, green narcotic leaves, 
from Kenya. The wounded 
were mainly qat dealers and 
clients from tea kiosks that 
sell the "mild narcotic plant 
ar0Q nd the airport. 


Kurdish peace talks 
get off to ‘good start’ 


Crown Prince ends Czech visit seen as 
highly successful in boosting bilateral ties 



Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan. Princess Sarvath and Princess Rahma 
listen to a guide at the Old Town Square in Prague on Wednesday (Reuter photo) 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
U.S. -mediated peace talks 
berwean Iraqi Kurd fac- 
tions made a good start here 
Wednesday, delegates said, 
as Turkey looked forward 
to the reopening of an oil 
pipeline if stability returns 
to northern Iraq. 

“We are working very 
hard. There are a number of 
difficult issues but the 
environment and the state- 
ments are all good," U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Affairs Robert Pel- 
letreau told reporters dur- 
ing a break. 

Both Turkish and U.S. 
officials have indicated that 
the primary goal of the 
talks was to establish a last- 
ing peace deal that would 
allow an oil-for-food deal 
between the U.N. Security 
Council and Iraq to be 
implemented. 

Turkish Deputy Foreign 
Minister Onur Oymen. 
leading his country's dele- 
gation in the talks, agreed 
that “the talks are taking 
place in a good atmos- 
phere." 

The meeting, in which 
British diplomats and rep- 
resentatives of northern 
Iraq's Turcoman minority 
were also taking part, is to 
continue on Thursday, a 
foreign ministry source 
said. 

The meeting brought 
together senior officials of 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) of Massud 
Barzani and Jalal Tala- 
bani's Patriotic Union of 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Negotia- 
tions on Israel’s long- 
delayed withdrawal from 
Hebron remained dead- 
locked Wednesday due to 
Israel's refusal to discuss 
its other unfulfilled com- 
mitments undeT the Oslo 
Peace accords. Palestinian 
officials said. 

“There is only one obsta- 
cle to agreement and that is 
Israel’s attempt to change 
the Oslo accords and their 
refusal to discuss issues 
other than Hebron," chief 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erakat said Wednesday 
after another overnight ses- 
sion of fruitless talks in Tel 
Aviv. 

Mr. Erakat said the nego- 
tiations must not be limited 
to Hebron but also include 
Israel’s unfulfilled pledges 
to permit the opening of an 
airport in the Gaza Strip, 
withdraw troops from cer- 
tain rural areas of the West 
Bank, release Palestinian 
prisoners and open free 
transit corridors between 


Kurdistan (PUK) at a Turk- 
ish state guest bouse. 

Sami Abdul Rahman, the 
KDP's deputy leader, and 
Mohammad Tawfiq, a 
member of the PUK polit- 
bureau, headed their teams. 

“We're here to consoli- 
date the ceasefire and work 
with you to stabilise the 
situation in northern Iraq 
for the benefit of all the 
peoples of northern Iraq," 
Mr. Pelletreau said at the 
opening of the talks. 

The Ankara meeting 
marked the first direct talks 
between the rival Kurdish 
groups since September 
1995. when they met in 
Ireland. 

Mr. Pelletreau will seek 
an unconditional continua- 
tion of a truce holding 
since last Thursday and 
urge the KDP and PUK to 
cutoff links with Baghdad 
and Tehran, respectively, 
diplomats said. 

“If this first meeting is 
successful, then efforts will 
be launched to bring Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. TaJabani 
together at a face-to-face 
meeting,” one diplomat 
said. 

“The two groups will be 
told that if stability is 
reached, then U.N. Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 9S6 
(allowing limited oil sales 
by Iraq) will be put into 
force and that the Kurds 
will greatly benefit from 
this," the source added. 

Resolution 986, accepted 
by all sides in principle, 
allows Iraq to sell S3 bti- 


self-rule areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“In tonight's meeting in 
Tel Aviv, we will again 
demand that all these 
issues be discussed in par- 
allel," Mr. Erakat said. 
Israeli negotiators were not 
immediately available for 
comment, but they have 
steadily insisted in recent 
days that differences over 
the Hebron withdrawal 
must be resolved before 
other issues can be tackled. 

The two sides have for 
three weeks been engaged 
in intensive U.S. -mediated 
talks on completing imple- 
mentation of the 1995 Oslo 
accords on extending Pales- 
tinian self-rule. 

The accords were signed 
by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel’s previous Labour 
government but have been 
frozen by the new rightist 
regime of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
grounds the original Oslo 
blueprint does not provide 
sufficient guarantees for 


lion worth of oil every six 
months. 

The money from the oil 
sales would’ be spent on 
food and medicine for the 
Iraqi people, suffering from 
a U.N.-imposed embargo 
on Baghdad since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said peace in 
northern Iraq would “pre- 
pare the ground" for the 
reopening, under Resolu- 
tion 986, of the Iraqi 
pipeline into Turkey — a 
lucrative source of income 
for Ankara. 

She also hailed the partic- 
ipation in the Ankara talks 
by the Turcomans, Iraq's 
third-! argest community 
after the Arabs and Kurds, 
saying it was “the first time 
they are represented on an 
international platform." 

But Iraq itself blasted the 
U.S. mediation. 

“The United Slates is not 
looking for a radical settle- 
ment likely to establish 
peace in northern Iraq, but 
trying to use it as a basis 
for launching operations 
hostile to this country.” said 
the ruling party's daily Al 
Thawra. 

Fighting erupted in north- 
ern Iraq in late August as 
Ml Barzani ’s forces, 
backed by Iraqi troops, 
took the "Kurdish capital" 
ofErbi! from the PUK and 
gained control of most of 
northern Iraq. 


Israel’s security. 

Concerning Hebron, the 
last major West Bank town 
under Israeli occupation 
and the key test of Mr. 
Netanyahu's willingness to 
pursue the peace process, 
Israel has demanded 
changes to the Oslo plan to 
give it greater powers to 
protect 420 militant Jewish 
settlers living amid the 
city’s 120,000 Palestinians. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
broke off a marathon effort 
to mediate an agreement 
between the two sides on 
Monday, leaving the talks 
in the hands of U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk. 

Mr. Ross’ departure was 
seen by many as signalling 
an at least temporary 
breakdown in the talks, 
although Mr. Indyk insisted 
Tuesday that the process is 
continuing. No agreement 
is expected however before 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat returns from a tour 
of Europe this weekend. 


Special from Prague 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan con- 
cluded yesterday a three- 
day programme-packed 
visit to the Czech Repub- 
lic, the first by a Jordanian 
leader, with both sides hail- 
ing the outcome as a major 
step towards strengthening 
ties, both on the bilateral 
and multilateral levels. 

The Crown Prince left 
Prague expressing hope 
that his talks with President 
Vaclav Havel and other 
Czech leaders would signal 
the rebirth of old ties 
between the rwo countries 
and be the beginning of a 
new effort to bring closer 
Central European and Mid- 
dle Eastern thinking on 
regional and international 
cooperation. 

During a private dinner 
held on Tuesday by the 
Czech president in honour 
of the Crown Prince. 
Princess Sarvath, Princess 
Rahma and Prince Rashid, 
the two leaders contacted 
His Majesty King Hussein 
in Amman and agreed on 
the need for the two heads 
of state to meet, most prob- 
ably in Amman in April, 
and to strengthen the dia- 
logue even further. 


HEBRON (AFP) — Jew- 
ish extremists threatened 
Wednesday to open fire on 
Palestinian police if they 
try to enter Jewish areas of 
Hebron after an eventual 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank city. 

The threat was made in a 
handbill distributed among 
settlers living here and the 
nearby settlement of Kiryat 
Arba and was apparently 
part of a campaign by right- 
wing radicals to torpedo 
any government move to 
hand most of Hebron over 
to the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) as 
required by the Oslo peace 
accords. 

“Directions on how to 
behave towards a terrorist 
in a police uniform," read 
the headline of the leaflets 
signed by the movement 
Dov, which means "elimi- 
nating traitors" in Hebrew. 

“One does not need great 
sacrifice to destroy the 
agreements in Hebron. 
There are other ways to cre- 
ate friction that will harm 
them," said the group, 
believed to be made up of 
members of the outlawed 
anti-Arab Kach Movement. 

The tract added that “ter- 
rorist” Palestinian police 
are not allowed into Jewish 
areas of Hebron "with a 
drawn weapon. If you see a 
terrorist tike this, you can 


The Crown Prince had 
extended an invitation to 
Mr. Havel to visit Jordan 
and it was agreed that the 
visit would be made during 
a Middle East tour that the 
Czech leader is planning 
but no date had been set 
until Wednesday's tele- 
phone call with King Hus- 
sein. 

“The Crown Prince’s visit 


open fire to defend your- 
self." 

It said settlers should try 
to provoke Palestinian 
policemen elsewhere in the 
city by “cursing and spit- 
ting at them." 

Kach was outlawed fol- 
lowing the February 1994 
massacre by a Jewish set- 
tier, Baruch Goldstein. 30 
worshippers at Hebron’s 
Cbrahimi Mosque. 

While Dov represents the 
extremist fringe of the 
Hebron settlement move- 
ment, other settler leaders 
have stepped up their warn- 
ings in recent days that an 
Israeli withdrawal will lead 
to bloodshed in the volatile 
city. 

“There are people who 
might do desperate things." 
said Naom Anion, a 
spokesman for settlers liv- 
ing in central Hebron. "I'm 
not for it. but I warn and I 
fear that it might happen," 

“Everyone talks about 
Baruch Goldstein, but it 
must be remembered that 
what he did was the result 
of desperation," he said. 

Israeli security officials 
have said in recent days 
that action must be taken to 
prevent Jewish extremists 
from trying to prevent the 
Hebron withdrawal by 
sparking Israeli- Arab vio- 

( Continued on page 7) 


has been highly success- 
ful.” First Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Alexan- 
der Vondra told the Jordan 
Times. “Increased coopera- 
tion and * understanding 
between us is central to the 
effort of maintaining stabil- 
ity and moderation in our 
two resSons," he said. “In 
this respect we highly 
regard the visit of the 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov 

pledged here Wednesday 
that Moscow would throw 
its full weight behind the 
Middle East peace process 
and backed a role for the 
European Union lEU). 

"We will make the maxi- 
mum effort," he said at a 
joint news conference after 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, “to 
assure the continuation of 
the negotiations and the 
peace process." 

Mr. Primakov said that 
Moscow, co-sponsor along 
with Washington of the 
peace process launched at 
the Madrid conference in 
1991. “welcomes any reac- 
tivation of a European 
role.” 

“This shows that we are 
moving toward a world” 
where no single power is 
dominant, he said, referring 
to the United States. 

Mr. Primakov said that 
Russia would "maintain its 
policy of insisting on the 
importance of adhering to 
the basic principles" of the 
peace process and "the 
agreements concluded." 

The Russian foreign min- 
ister. who arrived the same 
day from Beirut, was to 
meet Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak later 


Crown Prince, and we are 
sure his talks with the pres- 
ident has advanced that 
cause forward.*' 

Other than holding offi- 
cial talks here, the Crown 
Prince delivered lectures at 
a prestigious organisation, 
the Bohemine Foundation, 
and at tin old institution of 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Primakov 
Friday will pay an offi- 
cial visit to Jordan. Mr 
Primakov will hold talks 
with senior Jordanian 
officials on bilateral 
relations, issues of com- 
mon concern and the 
current situation in the 
region as well as the 
peace process. 

Wednesday in the Red Sea 
resort of Sharm Al Sheikh. 

It was "impossible to 
come to a comprehensive 
settlement in the Middle 
East without Egypt's con- 
tribution." he said. 

Mr. Musa said that Mr. 
Primakov's (our of the 
region, which began Mon- 
day in Damascus, "comes 
at a lime when every effort 
must be made to put the 
peace process back on 
track, in line with the 
agreed-on principles, espe- 
cially the exchange of land 
(by Israel) for peace." 

Egypt has called for Rus- 
sia, largely overshadowed 
by the United Slates since 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. to reassume 
its responsibilities as co- 
sponsor. 


Palestinians say negotiations remain 
deadlocked over non-Hebron issues 


Settlers threaten to open 
fire on Palestinian police 


Russia supports EU 
role in peace process 


Experts agree on need to amend electoral law, but differ on specifics 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Politicians, 
academics and former min- 
isters agreed on the need 
for changes in the current 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem in a two-day seminar 
which opened Wednesday 
at the University of Jordan. 

Participants called for 
either minor amendments 
to the cuirem formula or a 
radical shift to a complete- 
ly different system, but 
they all expressed concern 
over the election law slated 
for passage prior to the next 
year's general elections. 

The seminar, entitled 
“Electoral Law: Compara- 
tive Analyses" and organ- 


ised by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies, offered 
an overview of electoral 
possibilities and positive 
and negative outcomes of a 
wide variety of formulae, 
ranging from the plurality 
and majoritarian to the 
semi-proportional or pro- 
portional representation 
systems. 

The presentations by 
internationally well- 
renowned guest lecturers, 
who also offered a first- 
hand account of their own 
experience as observers or 
advisors in elections 
recently held in “merging 
democracies,” such as 
South Africa and the Pales- 
tinian self-rule area, set the 
tone for the debate on Jor- 


dan's case and needs. 

Participants were divided 
over the 1993 election law, 
under which the current 
Parliament was elected and 
proposed different amend- 
ments to the current sys- 
tem. 

The one-person, one-vote 
formula, criticised by 
almost all the opposition 
groups, from the Islamic 
Action Front to the leftist 
socialist democratic and 
communist parties, for 
“encouraging tribalism," 
“in reality, produced a Par- 
liament with less tribal rep- 
resentatives than the previ- 
ous one," said political 
researcher and marketing 
consultant Tony Sabbagh. 

Addressing the seminar 


with a summary of the 
debate currently taking 
place in view of next 
November's general elec- 
tions, Mr. Sabbagh said that 
tribal candidates accounted 
for 64 per cent in the 1989- 
1993 legislature, while they 
account for 50 per cent in 
the current 12th Parlia- 
ment. 

The 11th Parliament, 
elected with a plurality sys- 
tem in which each voter 
could express a number of 
preferences equivalent to 
the number of parliamen- 
tary seats reserved to the 
district in which he/she was 
registered, “was not (there- 
fore) more representative 
than the current one,” Mr. 
Sabbagh said. 


He stressed that "in 
absence of political parties, 
the one-person, one-vote 
system allows a fair repre- 
sentation." 

The need for boosting the 
role of political parties as a 
pre-requisite to the devel- 
opment of democracy and, 
therefore, to “free and fair 
elections." was the focus of 
many contributions by 
speakers and attendants at 
the seminar. 

"There cannot be democ- 
racy with just any kind of 
elections," stressed special- 
ist in electoral systems and 
electoral behaviour Jorgeo 
EUdit, from the University 
of Aarhus, Denmark. 

Prof. Elklit, who was also 
member of the South 


African Independent Elec- 
tions Commission for the 
conduct of the 1994 South 
African elections, 

described the primary func- 
tions of an electoral sys- 
tem. stressing on the differ- 
ent methods for seats distri- 
bution and boundaries 
drawing. 

Given that legitimacy, 
political integration and 
capability of producing a 
representative government 
as well as an effective and 
constructive opposition are 
the “criteria for the assess- 
ment of electoral systems,” 
Prof. EUdit pointed out that 
there are two possible ways 
to draw the constituencies: 
creating one single national 
electoral district, (as it is 


the case in Israel, for exam- 
ple), or dividing the coun- 
try in various districts, 
“either artificially drawn or 
according to political - 
administrative divisions." 

After Prof. EUdit had 
explained that "many coun- 
tries allocate seats propor- 
tionally, according to the 
population density in each 
district.” former Minisrer 
and President of the Legal 
Committee of Parliament 
Abdul Ra'ouf Rawabdeh 
argued that "especially in 
consideration of the region- 
al and internal instability, 
population density should 
be the only criteria to draw 
constituencies in the still 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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New Qatari premier 
forms government 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar's 
prime minister. Sheikh 
Abduliuh Ben Khalifa A1 
Thani. appointed a new cabi- 
net on Wednesday, retaining 
the job of interior minister 
and keeping other family 
members in key ministerial 
posts. 

TJie emir. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Ai Thani. and 
the premier's half-brother, 
stayed on as defenee minister 
w hile other relatives retained 
their jobs as foreign and 
li nance ministers. 

Sheikh Abdullah Ben 

Hamad Al Attiya was reap- 
pointed minister of energy 
and industry to manage 
Qatar's enormous gas 

reserves and modest oil 
reserves. 

Sheikh Abdullah, whom 
the emir named premier on 
Tuesday, appointed new 

faces to the ministries of 
housing, education, trans- 
portation. health and reli- 
gious affairs and eliminated 
the information ministry. 

The official Qatar News 
Agency iQNA) as well as 
radio and television stations, 
which came under the infor- 
mation ministry, would 
become autonomous, politi- 
cal sources said. 

She! Id) Hamad Ben iassem 
Ben Jabr Al Thani remained " 
foreign minister. wTiile 
Sheikh Mohammad. _ Ben 


Khalifa Al Thani retained the 
post of minister of finance, 
economy and commerce. 

The new ministers are 
Sheikh Fuluh Ben Jassem Al 
Thani (civil and housing 
affairs) Sheikh Ahmad Ben 
Nasser Al Thani (communi- 
cations and transportation), 
Mohammad Abdul Rahim 
Kafod (education, leaching 
and culture). Abdul Rahman 
Salem Al Kawari (public 
health) and Ahmad Abdallah 
A I Merri (Waqf and Islamic 
affairs.) 

The department of culture, 
which was combined with 
the department of informa- 
tion in one ministry, is now 
part of the education min- 
istry. 

The former minister of 
Waqf and Islamic affairs. 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khaled 
Al Thani. was named minis- 
ter of state for internal 
affairs, a new post. 

His brother Sheikh 
Mohammed Ben Khaled Al 
Than'r was appointed to 
another new post, minister of 
state for cabinet affairs. 

The job of minister of slate 
for defense affairs, which 
. was held by Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Abdullah AI Thani in the 
previous cabinet, was elimi- 
nated. 

— The - emir separated the ' 
posts of head of state and 
head of government for the 


first time Tuesday by 
appointing 3 S-y ear-old 

Sheikh Abdullah as prime 
minister. 

Since independence from 
Britain in 1971. the office of 
prime minister had been held 
by the emir. 

On Oct. 23. Sheikh Hamad 
introduced constitutional 
amendments separating the 
powers of the emir and prime 
minister. However, he holds 
onto the powers of chief of 
the executive branch. 

The emir is also comman- 
der-in-chicf of Qatar's armed 
forces, he approves and pass- 
es laws, and he can call a 
meeting of government and 
chair the cabinet when 
attending a session. 

Putting his house in order. 
Sheikh Hamad appointed his 
third son. 18-year-old 
Jassem. also* a Sandhurst 
maduate. os crown prince on 
Ocl 22. 

The appointment came just 
days after a reconciliation 
between the emir and his 
exiled father. Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad Al Thani. who 
was deposed in a bloodless 
palace coup hr June 1995. 

The Justice Ministry said 
the Qatari government has 
agreed to halt lawsuits 
against Sheikh Khalifa in 
return for his settling billions 
of dollars in missing state 
funds. 


Israel loosens gun control laws 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israels 
interior minister has decided 
to allow more Jewish citi- 
zens to carry guns in a coun- 
try where firearms already 
fight with cellular phones for— 
pride of place on a man’s 
belt. 

Eli Suissa's approval on 
Tuesday of a loosening of 
gun control laws drew fire on 
Wednesday-, from a former 
{army chlW. a retired aiiiionnl 
police commissioner ' and 
politicians.. ■ 

"There is already enough 
violence in Israeli society. 
Flooding the country with 
more weapons — no good 
will come of it." former army 
chief Dan Shomron told 
Israel Radio. 

Under the new regulations 
announced by the interior 
ministry. civilians who 
served in combat units in the 
army will be entitled to carry- 
guns and the minimum age 
for licence holders will fall 
from 2 1 to 20. 

Rules decided by the for- 
mer Labour-led government 
last year limited gun owner- 
ship to Jewish settlers. 
Israelis w orking in the West 
Bank and Gazj. drivers of 
trucks carrying explosives, 
diamond and jewellery mer- 
chants and auxiliary police. 

Detending the new regula- 
tions. Dubi Gazit who head- 
ed a mini sin - committee that 


formulated the new policy, 
said: “I think this means that 
guns will be in safe, trained 
hands." 

Yigal Amir, who murdered 
Prime- Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin last November, would 
have qualified under the old 
and new rules. He was 
licensed to cany a gun 
because he used to live on a 
Jewish settlement in the West 
Bank. He also served in a 
combat unit. 

Left-wing legislator Yael 
Dayan, who chairs a parlia- 
mentary committee on 
women’s rights, said more 
wives would face the 
prospect Of being shot by 
their husbands. 

“Many times the threats 
and killings are carried out 
by licensed gun owners." she 
said. 

Gazit said Israel’s security 
situation was a contributing 
factor in deciding to loosen 
the laws. Official figures on 
gun ownership, last released 
in 1993. show that about 
300.000 Israeli Jews are 
licensed to bear arms. 

Former national police 
chief Yaacov Turner said he 
was "very unhappy” about 
the decision. 

"This will create a new sit- 
uation in which guns will be 
placed in more hands and 
chances will grow they will 
reach criminals." he said. 


Mr. Suissa on Tuesday 
decided to lower the mini- 
mum age for possession of a 
firearm from 21 to 20. 

Under the new rules, the 
rank of former army officers 
eligible to apply for a gun 
license was lowered from 
lieutenant colonel to second 
lieutenant. This could 
increase the number of gun 
owners 30-fold. 

In addition to those who 
carry licensed guns, thou- 
sands of Israelis who live in 
or near Palestinian areas are 
issued automatic weapons by 
the army without having to 
obtain a license. 

Israel’s former minister of 
public security. Moshe Sha- 
hal. said that Ms. Suissa's 
decision to ease gun control 
laws was ‘"very strange and 
contrary to the trend in other 
countries." 

Mr. Shahal said that during 
his term in office, he was 
under pressure from Jewish 
settlers and the right-wing 
opposition to issue more gun 
licenses, but resisted. 

The women's organisation 
Naamat was considering an 
appeal to the supreme court 
to block the casing of the 
restrictions. "In a society 
where violence is on the 
increase, this will just 
increase the potential." said 
Naamat Director Ofra Fried- 


man. 



QADHAFI IN TUNISIA: Libyan leader Muaromar Qahdafi kisses a Tunisian girl's hand as she offers him flow- 
ers in l\inis on Wednesday. Colonel Qadhafi was on his third day of an official visit to Tunisia in his first trip 
outside Libya since June when he flew to Egypt in violation of an air embargo (Reuters photo) 


Dayan 
assailant 
remanded 
in custody 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
Jerusalem magistrate on 
Tuesday authorised police to 
detain an Israeli suspected 
of throwing scolding tea in 
the face of a left-wing mem- 
ber of parliament last week. 

Yisrael lederman. 60, is to 
be charged with aggravated 
assault and attacking a pub- 
lic official, prosecutor Leora 
Habilio told the court. The 
charges carry a maximum 
sentence of 1 2 years. 

Lederman hurled the lea al 
Labour Party' lawmaker YacI 
Dayan, daughter of the late 
Israeli warrior and politician 
Moshe Dayan, w hen she was 
visiting the West Bank town 
of Hebron last week. Ms. 
Habilio said. 

Ms. Dayan supports the 
planned withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from most of 
Hebron. The withdrawal is 
fiercely opposed by the 450 
Jewish settlers living there 
and by Israel’s extreme 
right. 

Ms. Dayan suffered sec- 
ond-degree bums to her chin 
and face from the hot liquid, 
and injury to one eye. 

Ms. Lederman told 
reporters he did not mean to 
throw the tea at Ms. Dayan. 
He said lie was pushed as he 
stood next to her. His lawyer. 
Naftali Wertzherger, said 
police look testimony from a 
man who said he w as pushed 
into Lederman. 

Ms. Dayan, however, has 
insisted that no one was 
standing behind the assailant 
as he offered her lea from his 
cup and them threw it at her. 


Arafat rules out renegotiations, 
urges European pressure on Israel 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has ruled out any 
renegotiating of the 1993 
Middle East peace aceords 
with Israel because they 
were an international 
agreement. 

"It is not in my authority 
to change this international 
agreement," Mr. Arafat 
said on a visit to Ireland, 
the current European 
Union president, in seek 
the bloc’s bucking for the 
implementation of the trou- 
bled 1 993 peace pact. 

“There is no doubt that 
the position of the EU is 
very important and can 
push forward the peace 
process. We need all the 
international pressure we 
cun get to do that, and I am 
sure we can do it." Mr. _ 
Arafat said. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority leader said the 
aecords. which were bro- 
kered by Norway, were 
also supported by Egypt, 
Jordan, the United States, 
Russia, the then EU presi- 
dent, Spain and the Israeli 
Knesset and could not be 
altered. 

Mr. Arafat was speaking 
after talks with Irish Prime 
Minister John Bruton and 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring, who is spearhead- 
ing an EU drive to match 
U.S. influence in the 
region. 

Mr. Arafat broke off 
talks with the Israeli gov- 
ernment to carry out a brief 
European tour as part of 
effons to put pressure on 
Israel to implement the 
peace accords including an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied town of Hebron. 

Mr. Bruton said Mr. 


Spring planned to go to the 
Middle East in the next 10 
days as head of an EU fact- 
finding “troika" of minis- 
ters which intends to hold 
talks with the Palestinians 
in Jerusalem, much to the 
annoyance of the Israeli 
government. 

Irish officials said Mr. 
Spring would stand by an 
EU decision to visit the 
Palestinian political offices 
at Orient House in East 
Jerusalem. 

Bruton said he hoped that 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
would visit Ireland in the 
next two to three weeks but 
gave no further details. 

EU officials fear that the 
bloc has been sidelined by 
the United States in the 
Middle East, ignoring the 
fact that the EU is the 
biggest donor of aid to the 
region. 

It appointed a Middle 
East envoy, Spanish 
ambassador to Israel 
Miguel Angel Moratinos, 
on Monday to track the 
Middle East peace 
process.’ 

Irish officials said Mr. 
Moratinos would visit 
Dublin next Tuesday for 
talks with the current EU 
presidency on his job. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in 
Dublin midway through his 
lour of European capitals 

He dismissed criticisms 
that his European travels 
were jeopardising 

prospects in U.S. -mediated 
negotiations, which contin- 
ued Tuesday among lower- 
level Israeli and Palestinian 
officials. American media- 
tor Dennis Ross returned to 
Washington after Mr. 
Arafat departed for Nor- 


way on Monday. 

“Not to forget, the Amer- 
ican special envoy has left 
too. Why are they not 
blaming the .American spe- 
cial envoy who left?" he 
said in an interview on the. 
the Irish state broadcasters. 

Mr. Bruton said Ambas- 
sador Moratinos. would 
project EU influence to 
seek ‘‘a constructive way 
to bring the parties togeth- 
er." 

"Obviously the issues 
that remain to be settled are 
extremely difficult," Mr. 
Bruton said, ‘’they require 
a great deal of work. They 
require constant pressure 
on all of the parties to 
ensure that they make the 
compromises necessary to 
reach agreement." 

Mr. Arafat said Israel, 
like South Africa, could be 
susceptible to European 
economic pressure. He said 
70 per cent of Israel’s trade 
was with EU members. 

Despite misgivings in 
Israel and Washington 


about an expansion of the 
EU’s role in the Middle 


East, the union’s foreign 
ministers said Monday they 
hoped the new envoy 
would give them political 
clout to match their aid and 
trade in the region. 

Since the Palestinians 
took their first steps to self- 
government last year, the 
EU has already given or 
committed some 350 mil- 
lion European currency 
units ($300 million) to the 
Palestinians. 

The EU also agreed to 
provide an extra S22 mil- 
lion in aid to cover the run- 
ning costs of Mr. Arafat’s 
administration. 



PARIS (R) — AJfceriS 
security forces lolled |g 
Muslim guerrillas in sepa- 
rate operations in Adgien 
this week, Algeriartaieto^ 
papers said on Wednesday. 
Six rebels were failed on 
Monday night near Bab 
Ezzouar University tampus 
in eastern Algiers. Al Watan 
newspaper said. Security 
forces shot dead 10 armed 
militants in otheF -sectors of 
the Algerian cajdtd. said 
Liberie Daily. More than 
50.000 people, have been 
killed in AlgeriaVviolence 
since early 1992 wbdn the 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which radi- 
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Israel names new 

envoy to Egypt t 

TEL AVIV (AFP) 
Foreign Ministry named a 
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new ambassador to Egypt 
on Tuesday, to fill an 
unpopular post which has 
been left vacant for more 
than two months, officials 
said. Career diplomat 2vj 
Mazel. who heads the 
Africa desk at the ministry, 
was named to replace David 
Sultan, who had com- 
plained that he was^laigely 
boycotted in Catron Rela- 
tions with Egypt, which in 
1 979 became the first Arab 
country to make peace with 
Israel, have been strained 
because of a freeze in the 
peace process race the 
election of qgh-wing 
Pri me Minister Bmamin L rt , 
Netanyahu in May. Egypt- W ^ 
ian Foreign Mimiier Amr -J jud 
Musa on Tuesday rejected ] . m tlv 
charges fitro . Mr. 
Netanyahu that^lestinian 
leader Yasser Arif* was 
delaying an^ accord on 
Israel’s long-leiayed army 
pullback from the West 
Bank city .of Hebron. 
“Nobody be%es. ..such 
statements,” said Mr. Musa 
on his return to Cairo from 
Luxembourg where he 
attended a meeting of Euro- 
pean Union foreign minis- 
ters. 
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Cyprus issues 
warrants for 
green line killers 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus 
issued arrest warrants 
Wednesday for five Turks 
and Turkish Cypriots want- 
ed for killing a Greek 
Cypriot as he tried to teari - 
down the Turkish flag along p 
the ceasefire line of this 
divided island. The war- 
rants have been passed on 
to interpol along with pho- 
tographic evidence of the 
shooting of Solomos Solo- 
mou on Aug. 14 at Dhery- 
nia on the Turkish- Cypriot 
side of the U-N^&rolled 
green line.” 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 :. In* 

14:15 Grid and the Ganc 

14:30 .Take Your Pick 

I5:0ft Corington Cross 

15:30 Feature Film: “The 

Wi ml J 's Greatest 'Athletes" - . 

17:00 News Rash 

|7:OI ...Feature film (continued) 

17:30 French Programmes 

18:00 ...Le Monde Est a Vous 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Pacific 
Station 

20:01 .American Chart Show 
20:30 ....Drama — Material World 

21:00 Kung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film: "In the 
Blink of an Eye" 

23:59 ’ .Taratata 



09:50 

20:50. 


Marita (RW) | 

-Aqaba (RW) 


PRAYER TIMES 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 8454 57 
The Lattcr-Dav Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675W9L 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


04:29 


11:19 

Dhuhr 


16:52 


IS: 10...— 

*Nha 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 

SL Marc of Nazareth Church 
Swt-ifich. Tel. S 1 0740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661 757. 
Terra Sanda Church Tel. 

622366 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise" with" 'sunny wearher condi- 
tions prevailing. Relative cold 
weather conditions will prevail at 
night with winds easterly to 
southeasterly moderaie. On Fri- 
day. temperatures are expected 
to be around average and skies 
cloudy. Scattered showers are 
expected in the afternoon with 
winds southeasterly to westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will 
he northerly moderate and seas 


calm. 

Amman .U9/20 

Aqaba 13/26 

Deserts 07/21 

' Jordan Valley 13/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 17. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings:- Amman 59 per cent. 
Aqaba 53 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhksHabseh ...8 19220 

Dc Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. FadTSTKhatfc 865456 

Dr.YoosfAiFaqa .790)94 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Ai Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .....623672 
Najib pharmacy 847632 

DIBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr Rahah Al Bourini 990312 

Khahfeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 


6611 II 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue —630341 

Ciril Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621(11. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S434U2 

Traffic PoGce 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Complaints .661 17h 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 11 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) (21 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774] 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

— 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia InlL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813X13/32 

Kluilidi Maternity. ...644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. —.642441/2 
JahaJ Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital —845X45 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

- .607227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-ANL. Ahdali - 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrecn 

-777101/3 

AMknMr 77511 1/26 

Army. Marku 89 1 61 1/|5 

Queen Alia Hospital 

- 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

..(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09 >936732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09 >990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02 (275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Ai Nafces Hospital 

— -(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

.’.....(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department ai the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights arc 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian I RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa tRJ) 

09:15 Dhahrnn. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:45 - .New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 - Beirut (RJ) 

10^0 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ) 

London (RJ) 

D> : 40 -..Casablanca (RJ) 

17:35 -Moscow (RJ) 

18:55 Athens (RJ) 

19:05.... Abu Dhabi. Al Win (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

19:45 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

H:00 Doha (Q7) 

12:40 - Doha (GF) 

13:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:15 .Damascus |Q7) 

M:1 5 —Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 


21:40 Tel Aviv iLY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 - .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:15 Moscow iRJ) 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto tRJ) 

11:15 - Rome (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RT> 

12:20... — Athens (RJ) 

2«:I0 .Cairo (RJ) 

20:15- — Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20—0 — Lamaca (RJ) 

20-.30 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(RJ) 


MJAZ RAILWAYTRAIN i 


Dep. Amman 8 HX^uil every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5HW pan- every 
Monday ■ • . v - 
Dep. Damascus . .7^0 ajn. 
eve *7 Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 [ud> every 
Sunday 


- * r — -trn-*. 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


—.700/500 


.-550/550 

Banana (imported)— 

fahhan** 

—.800/500 
100/60 

Carrot — 

„_250«60 



& OF 

Ci' h,r 


Associatioj 


230/180; 


Other Flights 

06:00 —Istanbul (TK.) 

07:35 Beirut, London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

11:45 — — Damascus (Q7) 

13:30 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

1*00 Algiers (AH) 

15=00 - Riyadh (SV) 

16:00 Doha (Q7) 

17:15 Dubai. Damascus (EKj 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

02£0 -Amsterdam (KL) 

04:35 - Rome ( AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


Cauliflower — — 

Cucumber (large) .-.-*Ll60/l20 
Cucumber (small) - — 320088 

Eggplant. 230(138 

Garlic r 700/50Q 

Grapes 650/400 

Guava — .-500WS61 

-370/220 


Lemon 


Inst 


i-Kiuun ... 

Marrow (large) 220/148, -N. 

Marrow (small) — - — 350^ | ^ ^io 



Marrow (small) 
Onion (green) 
Onion (dry) 


-280/188 


... —130/88 


vyiuuu — 

Oii\"e (green) 500/400 ( 

Olive (black) .758688 j 

Pear — — 60(W« 




*que" 


Pepper (hot) 


Jf70C28 


Pepper (sweet) 

Potato — ..^-330/210 

Spinach - —280 180 




String Bean. 
Tomato 


450/320 
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QUEEN GREETS CHILD AT SEMINAR: Queen Noor attends a seminar to mark 
the 10th anniversary of the Noor Al Hussein Foundation’s Institute for Chitd Health 
Jand Development, covering a wide range of topics from family participation in child 
7 development to disability screening techniques (Petra photo) 

Queen participates in seminar on 
maternal and child health services 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — To 
mark the 10th anniversary 
of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation's Institute for 
Child Health and Devel- 
opment (ICHD). Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday patronised a 
seminar on “Maternal and 
Child Health Service: 
Today and Tomorrow” at 
the Philadelphia Hotel. 

According to a Royal 
Conn statement, the nvo- 
day seminar, which focus- 
v ‘ r jjres on supporting efforts to 
f raise die standard of 

maternal and child health 
services in the Kingdom, 
covers a wide range of 
topics, including: current 
neonatal nursing trends, 
psychological aspects of 
investing 


IM 


a- 


joint campaign of the 
Ministry of Health and the 
1CHD to introduce 
“developmental screen- 
ing” to national maternal 
and child health centres 
will play a vital role in the 
prevention and early 
detection of childhood 
disabilities, the statement 
said. 

According to ICRD 
Director Dr. Hind 
Du wany, the Institute was 
founded in 1986 with the 
support of “Radda Bor- 
neo ' (the Swedish "Save 
the Children”) to raise 
child health care standards 
in Jordan by improving 
growth monitoring, diag- 
nosis and treatment prac- 
tices. It is the first and 
only facility to monitor 
and assess chdd growth 


pregnancy, investing in 
early childhood develop- f 

i meat as well as a proposal i and development and' con- 
■ tfcT' esfabffsh ' a ; 'regional i ditort : ~ ! ‘primary field 

: training centra, ©f mater- i /research among Children, 
nal and. child “health sec- ‘ ; while providing 1 inforina- 
vices in Jordan. tion to parents and teach- 

Queen Noor met with 
seminar participants and 
emphasised the impor- 
tance of early examina- 
tions, : intervention and 
occupational therapy, 
which can prevent uny 
detected disability from 
turning into a serious 
physical, sensory or men- 
tal handicap. . 

She explained that the 


ers to increase awareness 
of early signs of child- 
hood diseases and disabil- 
ities. 

The statement said that 
the institute includes a 
model Mother and Child 
Health (MCH) Clinic and 
also has a Child Develop- 
ment Unit, which provides 
development assessment 
and supervision of minor 


and moderate disabilities 
and designs programmes 
to improve the monitoring 
of physical health, psy- 
chological and social 
needs of children under 
the age of six. 

According to the state- 
ment. it boasts an aggres- 
sive outreach programme 
which provides follow-up 
care and education for 
family members on 
hygiene, nutrition, family 
planning and proper meth- 
ods of breast feeding. 
ICHD's main objectives 
are the introduction of 
comprehensive child care 
to health professionals in 
MCH services. the 
instruction of child devel- 
opment specialists and the 
study and research of 
health issues affecting 
mothers and children in 
the Kingdom.- • 

• Participants in the- 'Semi- 
nar included representa- 
tives of the Ministers of 
Health and Social Devel- 
opment, Radda Bamen. 
the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund, the U.N. 
Population Fund, The 
United States Agency for 
International Develop- 
ment (USAID), local non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions and various repre- 
sentatives of the private 
sector. 
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HOUSING SPONSORS 
ARCHITECTURAL COURSE: Secretary of Public Works and Housing 
General Bashir Jagbeer Wednesday distributes diplomas to 94 engineers who 
took part in an architectural course, organised jointly by the ministry and the 
Engineers Association (Petra photo.) 
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Jordan and Israel agree to 
new consular sections 


open 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel Wednesday agreed to 
establish consular sections 
to offer free, day-long 

visas in Aqaba and Eilat, 
with the possibility of com- 
mencing operations as early 
as January, officials 
announced Wednesday 
evening. 

Head of the Aqaba 
Regional Authority Fayez 
Khasawneh told the Jordan 
Tunes that the Aqaba-Eilat 
Joint Committee — out- 
lined in the Jordanian- 

Israeli peace treaty — 


reached “milestone” deci- 
sions in boosting cultural 
and economic exchanges 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Khasawneb said that 
the committee decided that 
each country would host a 
non-resident consul to 
facilitate visa issuance pro- 
cedures. This means that 
Jordanian travellers to Eilat 
can apply for visas in 
Aqaba. As it stands, 
tourists seeking a visa to 
either Jordan or Israel must 
apply at embassies located 
in Amman — a 335 kilo- 
metre drive from Aqaba — 
or Tel Aviv. 

“So if you are applying 


for a visa to Israel — which 
takes about three or four 
days — you have to make 
rwo trips.” said Mr. Kha- 
sawneh. “One to apply and 
one to go and retrieve it. 
This, obviously, will make 
it much easier.” 

Apparently, Jordanians 
will be able to save money 
as well as time. Mr. Kha- 
sawneh, who is also the 
head of the Jordanian dele- 
gation to the joint commit- 
tee, affirmed that the visa 
will be issued free of charge 
to both foreigners and Jor- 
danians wishing to travel 
between the two cities. This 
decision was taken in order 


to reduce the exit fee in 
each country from $17 (on 
the Israeli side) and $6 (on 
the Jordanian side) to $5. A 
visa to Israel issued in 
Amman currently costs 
$23. 

“We are hoping to facili- 
tate the passage of people 
from one city to the other.” 
said Mr. Khasawneh. " 

He stated that the day- 
long visas will be valid for 
movement anywhere in 
either country, but warned 
that they will be issued in 
accordance with the Wadi 
Araba bridge crossing 
hours and will expire at 
10.30 p.m. Visitors whose 


stays exceed the allocated 
travel period will be subject 
lo “fiili treatment" and 
upon re-entering either 
country will have to pay 
full visa and exit fees. 

The committee also 
agreed to offer 150 “key 
persons” from each city 
badges which will allow 
unlimited movement 
berween the two cities. Mr. 
Khasawneh said that these 
passes will mainly be dis- 
tributed to business people, 
port and municipal author- 
ities. The exit fee charged 
these people will be $3.5. 


VTC encourages training 
to fill job niches 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government created the 
Vocational Training Corpo- 
ration (VTC) to graduate 
skilled workers and it has 
introduced legislation 
designed to meet the 
requirements of local busi- 
nesses, Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
said Wednesday. 

Opening a workshop des- 
ignated to promote the 
vocational training centre 
at Sahab Industrial City, the 
minister further explained 
that the government seeks 
to upgrade and streamline 
training courses to cater to 
factory needs at Sahab 
Industrial City. 

“Government work com- 
plements that of the private 
sector and both seek to 
serve the national econo- 
my,” said the minister who 
referred to recent govern- 
ment measures directed 
toward industrial invest- 
ment encouragement; 

Furthermore . he stated, 
the government has mod- 
ernised labour laws to cre- 
ate better worker incentives 


while the VTC pursues 
occupational training in 
order that Jordanians quali- 
fy for jobs which are cur- 
rently held by guest work- 
ers. 

This is necessary, Mr. 
Shakhnabeh, that unem- 
ployment might be 
stemmed. 

The minister maintained 
that presently Jordan hous- 
es more than 300,000 guest 
workers which number, he 
said, pushes the govern- 
ment to boost the work of 
the VTC. 

VTC Director Ali Nasral- 
lah maintained that the 
workshop is designed to 
restructure the Sahab voca- 
tional training centre to 
meet increasing needs for 
skilled labour. 

The workshop, he said, 
will discuss the restructur- 
ing process of the centre 
and will also tackle current 
industrial difficulties such 
as the demand for skilled 
workers and the required 
equipment needed to ame- 
liorate the centre’s efforts. 


Jordan, Saudi Arabia 
prepare for agreement 
to train blind women 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia Wednes- 
day prepared for the ratifica- 
tion of a contract regarding a 
previously established cen- 
tre designated for the train- 
ing of blind women. 

The centre was established 
in Amman in 1974. 

The agreement was signed 
by Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hamad Abu Jamous 
and Saudi Arabian Minister 
of Education Mohammad 
Rashid and stipulates that 
Jordan will continue to pro- 
ride the regional centre’s 
facilities while Saudi Arabia 
will undertake the manage- 
ment and financing of the 
centre's programmes. 

The centre has been 
renamed as the Saudi Arabi- 
an Centre for the Training of 
Blind Women. 

Saudi Arabian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Abdullah 
Sudeiri presented docu- 
ments for the agreement, 
previously signed in Riyadh, 
to Mr. Abu Jamous for his 
approval at a special cere- 
mony held at the minister’s 
office. 

The three-year agreement 
has an option for renewal 


and commences in January 
1997. it provides for the cen- 
tre to be run in accordance 
with present Saudi Arabian 
academic training systems, 
according to Mr. Abu 
Jamous who said that the 
deal was the practical out- 
come of the strong ties 
which bind Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. 

The minister said that 
Saudi Arabia has always 
honoured its financial com- 
mitments to the centre, cur- 
rently offering instruction to 
35 women ranging in age 
from 15 to 35 years, on spe- 
cial computers for the blind 
and in knitting and weaving. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said that 
the cost of operating the cen- 
tre, which provides boarding 
and full accommodation for 
the students, is an annual JD 
200.000. 

The Saudi ambassador 
stated that the centre is dedi- 
cated toward offering 
humanitarian services and 
comes as the result of recip- 
rocal work and commitment. 

He expressed his hope that 
the centre be expanded and 
achieve its philanthropic 
objectives. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS 

ibnonte" at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, on Thursday at 

_ ...... 

““aravaaeio and the Baroque" (with commentary in Arabic by 
an AJSharif) at Darat Al Fumin, Jabal Weibdeh on Thursday at 

* m * ique” at the Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 8:00 

EXHIBITIONS 

Won of works by Znrich-based Jordanian artist Nabil She- 
St Darat Al Fumin, Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying works by 
artist Mohammad Nasraliab and works by contemporary 

until Nov. 13- „ rf r 

Sapless Wearing and New Creations — Ujt* frornsfc.&j anh 
at the Jordan Crafts Development Centre (Ai Aydil. 
Jgtommaa, Second Circle, until Nov, 10. 


^Jordan Industries Exposition at Amman International Auto Exhibi- 
tion, Airport Road, unt'd Nov. 1. 

♦Abstract (plastic) art by Sa'id Haddadin at Orfali Art Gallery. Um 
Utheina, until Nov. 5. 

*Bani Hamida Women's Weaving Project ‘96 fall exhibition “Race the 
TVend” at Citroen-Dirani Showroom, Shmeisani until Nov. 3. 
♦Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, Doors and Windows” com- 
prising photos by Julia Reinholt and paintings by Riham Ghassib at 
the Gallery, the InterContinental Hotel, until OcL 31. 

*”Wadi AI Faynan Art Exhibition” — works by several artists 
inspired by Wadi Faynan at Balka Art Gallery, until Oct 31. 

EXHIBITION / SALE 

* Exhibition/ sale of antiques and crafts at Um El Rundum, Airport 
Road, off the Arabian Horse Club on Friday. 


National Electric Power Company 
confirms progress in grid network 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

National Electric Power 
Company (NEPCO) 
Director Mohammad 
Saeed Arafeh Wednes- 
day announced that 
national electricity com- 
pany directors in Jordan 
and four other Middle 
Eastern countries are 
meeting in Damascus 
Saturday to prepare for 
the formal signing of an 
agreement linking their 
respective power grids. 

Mr. Arafeh, who will 
lead the Jordanian dele- 
gation to the meeting, 
said that his team along 
with those of Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq and Turkey 
will form a technical 
committee whose job it 
is to prepare the ground- 
work for the Nov. 6 
meeting during which 
ministers of these same 
countries win -sign the 
linkagt: contract. 1 

According to Chief 
Engineer of NEPCO 
Mohammad Azzam, dur- 
ing the two-day meeting 
the ministers will discuss 
the linkage process 
which will take place 


between 1997 and 2002. 

The future agreement 
will determine the finan- 
cial and technical nature 
of both the management 
and operation of the 
grids network, he added, 
stating that ensuing aux- 
iliary agreements will be 
concluded between pairs 
of neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Azzam explained 
the agreement as the 
fruit of hard work by the 
joint technical commit- 
tee which have been 
holding meetings in 
Cairo and Damascus 
over the past two years. 

The committee had 
been conducting a feasi- 
bility study regarding 
the construction of a 
centre to monitor and 
coordinate exchanges 
among the five nations. 

The linkage project is 
being' implemented in 
stages, Mr. Azzam said, 
between each pair of the 
neighbouring countries. 
Egypt and Jordan have 
granted tenders for con- 
struction of their section 
(of the network) and for 


the submarine cable 
which will link the two 
sides is in the manufac- 
turing process. 

He confirmed that sev- 
eral companies have pre- 
sented bids to Jordan 
and Syria and that the 
two countries are in the 
process of choosing a 
tender. 

Mr. Azzam explicated 
Syria and Turkey as 
“making arrangements 
for the signing of a con- 
tract” by the end of next 
year, while the connec- 
tion between these coun- 
tries and that of Iraq is to 
follow. 

According to the tech- 
nical committee, order of 
linkage will run as fol- 
lows: between Jordan 
and Egypt by the end of 

1997, Jordan and Syria 

1998, Syria and Turkey 
by the end of 1997, Iraq 
and Syria 1998 and Iraq 
and Turkev in the vear 
2002. 

The linkage project is 
being financed by the 
Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Romania discuss winter produce exports 

AMMAN l Petra) — Jordan and Romania Wednesday discussed the possibility of 
signing a cooperation protocol stipulating the export of fresh fruits and vegetables 
to Romania during the winter season. Jordanian Minister of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat met with Romanian Ambassador to Jordan loan Agafichioaie to discuss the 
idea. They also reviewed Romanian experiences in the privatisation of the agricul- 
tural sector and agricultural industries. 

Medical delegation heads for Algeria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Aref Bataineh yesterday led a medical del- 
egation to Algeria in order to discuss medical cooperation between the two countries. 

| The delegation includes representatives from the public and private medical sectors 
as well as the Royal Medical Services and is expected to focus on promoting health 
cooperation. The group will also deliberate making arrangements for a number of 
Algerians to be treated in the Kingdom. The delegation will brief officials on the 
state of the Jordanian pharmaceutical industry and the possibility of marketing 
medicaments in the North African country. Head of the Jordanian Federation of Drug 
Producers Anis Muasher is among the delegation. 

Dutch delegation to arrive in Amman 

f AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting Dutch economic delegation hailing from the Ams- 
F teniam and Rotterdam Chambers of Industry and Trade and the Dutch Business 
'Council for the Middle East is scheduled to arrive in Amman today. The delegation, 
which represents about 20 industrial companies, will be meeting with Jordanian offi- 
' ciais. 

[Drug seizure worth JD1.5m reported 

AMMAN (Petra) — Anti-Narcotics Department’s forces Wednesday reportedly 
seized 10 kilograms of heroin and 160.000 captagon pills worth approximately JD 
2.5 million. 


A DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN AMMAN HAS A VACANCY FOR A FULLY 
QUALIFIED CHEF DE CUISINE . 

PLEASE APPLY BEFORE NOVEMBER 7.1996 TO : 

PERSONNEL DEPT 
P.O.BOX 815403 
AMMAN 11180 

PROVIDING DETAILED INFORMATION ON QUALIFICATIONS AND 
WORK EXPERIENCE, REFERENCES MUST BE PRODUCED UPON 
REQUEST. 
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BUKAVU. Zaire (R) — 
Zairean and Rwandan sol- 
diers traded artillery fire 
across their border Wednes- 
day. fuelling fears of a 
widening central African 
conflict that has already 
forced half a million refu- 
gees to flee camps. 

Zaire warned Rwanda it 
would fight to defend its 
territory and its vast mineral 
wealth against its small 
eastern neighbour. 

Rwanda's military strong- 
man riposted by threatening 
to retaliate against the 
Zairean shelling which he 
said had killed many people 
in the Rwandan border town 
of Cyangugu. 

For the first time since 
ethnic warfare erupted in 
eastern Zaire two weeks 
ago. Zairean and Rwandan 
soldiers Tuesday exchanged 
sustained mortar and ma- 
chinegun fire across the 
river that divides the Zair- 
ean town of Bukavu from 
the Cyangugu area. 

Aid workers reported 
more firing Wednesday. 

“There was a heavy ex- 
change of artillery fire that 
lasted about two hours this 
morning. It is quiet right 
now." said Brenda Barton of 
the World Food Programme 
in Nairobi. 

Ms. Barton, after speaking 
to contacts in Cyangugu. 
said a hotel had been hit by 
a mortar bomb. She had no 
word of casualties. 



Rwanda and Zaire trade 


artillery and warnings 


“If Zaire brings the war to 
us we shall fight Zaire." 
Rwandan Vice-President 
Paul Kagame told a news 
conference in the Rwandan 
capital Kigali. 

“That is not a big problem 
for me. We are ready to 
light even though we seek 
no war with Zaire." said 
Gen. Kagame, who is also 
defence minister and led 
Tutsi rebels to power in 
1994. 

Asked if he would take 
direct military action 
against Zaire. Gen. Kagame 
replied: "There is no ques- 
tion about that. I still have 
to think about it ihow to do 
It » but if you slap me in the 
face I have to respond." 

Zaire has accused the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
army of supporting ethnic 
Tutsi Banyamulenge rebels 
fighting the Zairean army in 
eastern Zaire. Rwanda 
denies the accusation. 

Zairean Foreign Minister 
Kitidwn Tumansi appeared 
on state tele v i s ion after 
Tuesday's fighting to repeat 
Zaire's charges against 
Rwanda of territorial ambi- 
tion. 

"Zaire warns those who 
think the time has conie to 
carve out new political and 
economic entities with he- 
gemonic designs on its pre- 
cious and strategic materi- 
als.” Mr. Kitidwa said. 

Fighting between Zairean 
troops and Tutsi rebels 


known a* Banyamulenge 
has created rhe most serious 
refugee crisis in Africa 
since apocalyptic massacres 
and civil war in Rwanda in 
1994 sent two million peo- 
ple fleeing into nearby 
states. 

Most of the latest refugees 
on the move are Rwandan 
Hutus. Thousands are for- 
mer soldiers and militiamen 
who look pan in the l°94 
massacre of up to a million 
minority Tutsis and their 
sympathisers in Rwanda be- 
fore Gen. Kagame's rebels 
drove them out. 

"The worrying part about 
these 500.000 refugees is 
that there really is no assis- 
tance. We don't even know 
whether they have access to 
water." said U.N. refugee 
agency spokesman Pan os 
Moumtzis from the Zairean 
town of Goma. 

Even refugees still in 


camps are receiving mini- 
mal food aid because the 
U.N. is afraid that supplies 
will soon run out. 

“The roads are blocked, 
nothing is coming in. We 
are really very anxious.” 
said Mr. Moumtzis. 

“Warehouses are very low- 
in terms of food. Our under- 
standing is that there is 
enough food for eight days 
... Right now what we are 
giving out is the absolute 
minimum to sustain life.” 

The U.N. is trying to 
avoid a repeat of 1994. 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left) meets with pioneering U.S. heart surgeon 
Michael DeBakey in Moscow's exclusive Central Clinical Hospital in this Hie photo. 
Dr. DeBakey said in Houston that surgery on Mr. Yeltsin’s heart might be performed 
next week, although no exact date had been set (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin’s heart operation 


nears; political row erupts 


MOSCOW iR) — Docrorv entered the 
countdown for Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's heart operation Wednesday as a 
new row among t*»p politicians threatened 
to spark further in-fighting while he is 
under the surgeon's knife. 

U.S. heart specialist Michael Debakev. 
who will be a consultant at the bypass oper- 
ation. said he expected to meet Mr. Yeltsin's 
doctors next Monday and surgery could 
take place as early as next week. 

"We're shooting for next week, but 1 can't 
be an> more specific than that because 
we ll probably be meeting Monday with the 
medical team and making that decision." he 
said. 

But us the 65 -year- old Yeltsin waited in 
the exclusive Burvikha Sanatorium outside 
Moscow for the doctors to decide on a date, 
a row erupted between two members of a 
new council the president has set up to try 
to forge a consensus on important issues. 

Mr. Yeltsin set up the four-member con- 
sultative council to w'ork together during 
his operation and avert the damaging in- 
fighting which has characterised Russian 
politics since the president said on Sept. 5 
he u'ould have an operation. 

But Gennady Seleznyov. Communist 
chief of the lower house of parliament, 
asked Mr. Yeltsin Wednesday to sack Chief- 
of-Staff Anatoly Chubais and said he would 
not work with the liberal economist on the 
council. 

“I insist on the immediate dismissal of the 
president's head of administration Anatoly 
Chubais. 1 do not doubt that I am express- 
ing the opinion of an absolute majority of 
Russian citizens,” said a Seleznyov state- 
ment distributed in the State Duma of 
which he is chairman. 

Mr. Yeltsin brought Mr. Chubais into the 
Kremlin in July as part of a reshuffle which 
removed several hardliners from his team. 

Last week he named both Mr. Chubais 
and Mr. Seleznyov as members of the new 
council, along with Prime 
Chernomyrdin and Yegor Stroyev. chan 5 
man of the upper house of parliament. 

Mr. Chubais has long been a hate figure 
for Russia's Communists, who despise his 


prfviiiisjiion programme and ?h»- fiee-ni.ir- 
ket economic reforms he helped to l.iuncli. 

"We did not trust Mr. Cluibnis and hi*. prr- 
\jtisjtion. we considered he did n«*r 
deserve his (chief-ol-stalTi.ipptiinltnciii .tnd 
always said it would only worsen the situa- 
tion in the country" Communist Party 
Chairman Gennady Zyuganov told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Seleznyov made clear he blamed Mr. 
Chubais for Mr. Yeltsin’s decision to 
appoint businessman Boris Berezovsky 
Tuesday as deputy secretary of the influen- 
tial Russian security council. 

“I categorically protest against the 
appointment of B. Berezovsky." his state- 
ment said. 

The security council, chaired by Mr. 
yeltsin. groups senior government minis- 
ters. including those of defence and the 
interior, and officials of the Federal 
Security Service iFSBi. successor organisa- 
tion of the Soviet-era KGB. 

Businessman Berezovsky, 50. who has 
interests ranging from car dealerships to 
television. Wednesday underlined the 
importance of economic transformation to 
Russia's security. 

“I think that my experience in this respect 
will be useful for the further progress of 
economic reforms in Russia." ITAR-TASS 
news agency quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Yeltsin has already handed some 
powers over to Chernomyrdin and the 
prime minister will take charge during the 
operation, which will relieve clogged arter- 
ies supplying blood to Mr. Yeltsin's heart. 

Dr. Debakev. who carried out the world's 
first successful bypass surgery, said doctors 
were expecting three or four bypasses. 

Dr. Dcbakey. 8S. said last month that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton had asked him to 
make himself available to die Russian team, 
which will be led by Russian cardiologist 
and he has sent equipment 
■from hts Houston Centre to Moscow. 

Kremlin medical chief Sergei Mironov, in 
an interview published Tuesday, described 
Dr. Akchurin as a world class surgeon. 


when thousands died daily 
of cholera and dysentery in 
eastern Zaire camps. 

At Mugunga camp, near 
the east Zaire city of Goma. 
400.000 refugees have 
crowded into the world's 
biggest. most densely 
packed camp and the priori- 
ty is to avert epidemics. 

“Seventy-four teams with 
10 men in each dug a total 
of 400 latrines there yester- 
day. Of course, that is noth- 
ing. We need a lot more, 
said Mr. Moumtzis. 

“But it is amazing that that 
they managed to do so 
much in one day because 
the land is volcanic rock." 

He said children under 
five had been given high- 
protein biscuits at Mugunga 
Tuesday. Workers found 26 
severely malnourished chil- 
dren. who were now being 
treated. 

The Tutsi rebels, whose 
ancestors settled in what is 
now eastern Zaire some 200 
years ago. say they are 
fighting against ethnic dis- 
crimination and violence. 
They have taken the town of 
Uvira and threaten to over- 
run the South Kivu provin- 
cial capital of Bukavu. 

Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko. who is being 
treated for cancer in Swit- 
zerland. has sought to reas- 
sert his authority in his east- 
ern borderlands by placing 
the two Kivu provinces un- 
der military rule. 


NATO chief 


wants early 
deal on ties 
with Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — NATO 
Secretary -General Javier 
Solana said he hoped to 
sign a deal on future rela- 
tions between Russia and 
the western alliance by the 
end of this year. Interfax 
news agency said Tuesday. 

“In my opinon the name 
of the document is not 
important, though it may 
become important in the 
future.” Mr. Solana told 
Interfax at NATO head- 
quarters in Brussels. "The 
contents now appear an 
issue of bigger importance 
and we are working on 
them. 

“In any case such a docu- 
ment will be signed before 
1997 starts, or if we are 
Juckv before the end of 
1996." he added. 

An official of Russia's 
policy-making Security 
Council signalled that 
Moscow would welcome 
such a document, saying 
that Mr. Solana had effec- 
tively been responding to 
an initiative of President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

"The proposal of the 
president (for such a docu- 
ment) is a very wise politi- 
cal move allowing us to 
mme nut of this deadlock, 
this Mtuaiion of confronta- 
tion." Vladislav Nasinov- 
sky. who heads the coun- 
cil’s information division, 
told ITAR-TASS news 


agency. 

He added that Russia could 
not be frozen out of a future 
pan -European security 

arrangement. In the drawing 
up of such a document. 
Russia should not "give up 
its own security", he said. 

Mr. Solana. outlining the 
planned document, said he 
wanted it to suit both 
Russia and NATO. 

“One can imagine this 
document consisting of 
three parts, the first of 
which will be a declaration, 
the second wdll be a mech- 
anism for consultations and 
the third a mechanism for 
cooperation." he said. 

Moscow has denounced 
NATO’s plans to expand to 
include the farmer Soviet 
bloc states iu central and 
eastern Europe and says an 
enlarged NATO could threa- 
ten Russia's national securi- 


ty. 


But it has taken calmly an 
announcement by U.S. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton that the 
first eastern European coun- 
tries would join NATO by 
1°99. the 50th anniversary 
of the alliance. 


German Chancellor Helmut Koh! (left) reviews the honour guard upon his arm a I at 
the Manila International Airport Tuesday to begin a three-day official visit to tne 
Philippines. Officials said about $1 billion worth of business deals arc expected to be 
signed between German and Filipino businessmen during the visit. Armed forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Arturo Enrilc salutes at right (Reuter photo) 


Kohl vows to make European 


integration will be irreversible 


MANILA kR) — German 
Chancellor Helmut? Kohl 
Wednesday vowed to make 
European integration irre- 
versible and dismissed 
claims it would lead to a 
superstate where national 
cultures vanished. 

Mr. Kohl, speaking at the 
Ateneo De Manila Univer- 
sity in the Philippine capital 
after receiving an honorary 
doctorate of humanities, 
also culled for international 
cooperation in the war 
against drugs and organised 
crime. 

“We intend to make 
European integration irre- 
versible so that young peo- 
ple in Europe never have to 
go to war again." said Mr. 
Kohl, who is to enter the 
record books next week as 
Germany's longest-serving 
chancellor. 

“To be sure, there will 
always be differences of 
opinion but we must and 
want to resolve them to- 


gether peacefully." 

He said that from time to 
lime, “one reads or hears 
the ridiculous claim that 
European integration is 
about creating a European 
superstate which will elimi- 
nate all distinctive cultural 
features.” 

But that is noi the Europe 
its proponents dream of 
“nor is it the Europe which 1 
w r ant." 

"Unity in diversity — that 
is our future." Mr. Kohl 
said. 

Mr. Kohl said Germany 
was willing to join other 
nations towards “mastering 
global challenges, such as 
the fight against unemploy- 
ment. drug abuse and rising 
international crime." 

“More and more countries 
arc realising that confronta- 
tion. as well as isolation, no 
longer have a place in the 
age of globalisation." he 
said, adding this applied not 
only in the economic 


sphere. 

“Every country is well 
advised within the context 
of international politics to 
seek cooperation with oth- 
ers and to refrain from 
shows of strength." he said. 
He did not elaborate. 

Mr. Kohl began the sec- 
ond day of a threc-day visit 
to the Philippines by flying 
to the nonhem town of 
Buguias. known for its 
extensive vegetable farms, 
in mountainous Benguet 
province. 

But a steady drizzle and 
overcast skies forced offi- 
cials to cancel what should 
have been the highlight of 
his trip — an aerial tour of 
the centuries-old banaue 
terraces used to grow rice in 
the Benguet mountains. 

On Tuesday. German and 
Filipino businessmen 
signed business deals worth 
nearly $1 billion, crowning 
Mr. Kohl's first day in the- 
Pacific country. - " jr ‘ 



Activists of the religious Jamaat-i-islami party carry the coffin of Hafiz Mohammad 
Yousaf after funeral prayers in Lahore. Yousaf died' in hospital after being seriouslv 
injured in u clash with police on Oct. 27 during an anti-government campaign 
(Reuter photo) K ** 


F ormer Pakistan Premier vows 


to inflict ‘final blow’ on Bhutto 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan's main opposition 


parties will hold u giant 


rally in nearby Rawalpindi 
next month to inflict the 
“final blow to corrupt 
rulers." former Premier 
Nawaz Shari f said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

Mr. Shari f urged 
Pakistanis to throng "to 
Rawalpindi on Nov. 12 for 
the “decisive round of 
struggle" to overthrow 
embattled Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. 

The fiery leader, who 
served as prime minister 
between 1990 and 1993. 
said the rally would be “the 
last nail in the coffin of the 
government and would 
pave the way for fresh elec- 
tions." 

Mr. Sharif, who heads a 
multi-party opposition 


alliance, said opposition 
MPs have had also decided 
to resign cn masse from par- 
liament to force President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari to 
call new' elections. 

The businessman- turned- 
politician has accused the 
Ms. Bhutto government of 
corruption and economic 
mismanagement. 

Ms. Bhutto, whose tenure 
ends in 1998. has rejected 
repeated opposition calls 
for snap polls, saying she 
would not relinquish power 
“under any pressure." 

The decision to quit the 
federal and provincial 
assemblies was taken at a 
joint session of the opposi- 
tion combine, grouping 
more than a dozen parties 
and religious organisations 
here Tuesday, party sources 
said. 


The resignations will be 
submitted after obtaining 
"public approval" at the 
Rawalpindi rails. Mr. Sharif 
added. 

The opposition offensive 
came two days after fierce 
clashes between police and 
activists oF Pakistan's main 
fundamentalist Jamaat-i- 
Mumi (JI) party here killed 
one person and injured 
scores of others. 

The activists were trying 
to stage a sit-in outside par- 
liament. 

JI chief Qazi Hussain 
Ahmad has also announced 
an anti-government rally 
led by women in front of 
parliament on Nov. ] ] to 
mount pressure on Ms. 
Bhutto, whose husband 
Industry Minister Asif 
Zardari is also facing cor- 
ruption charges. 
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Fidel Ramos won 
month in a peace trcujjr; . 

with the region's mat h,ir ' !: 
security threat, the squrt'- -- 

rarist Moro National uf rjinn" 1 
ration Front (MNLF). jLpiir. 
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carrier, he said, adding thi - 
soldiers were looking 
remaining MILE mem b| £•; l r . 


in several vi 
Tipo-Tipo. 

The MILF, with an off( 
dally estimated 10, 
fighters, is the tet maj 
insurgent group stiJl fi 
ing in the Mindanao. 
MILF is a splinter group 
the MNLF, whichwtded 
24-year anneffiafci 
bid • ra ' excHairam 
grant ofa large mmire 
autonomy to the Muslii 
minority in the south; 

Meanwhile workers 
Cotabato, the seat OF thC 
MNLF-Ied Muslim autono" 
mous region in the south 
went on strike Wednesday 
to protest at rampant 


napptngs in 
officials said. 
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Campaign enters final week; 
Clinton looks good for win 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The 
marathon U.S. election 
campaign entered its final 
week Tuesday with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton apparently 
heading for a landslide win 
over Republican Bob Dole 
but with control of Congress 
still in -the balance. 

After months of cam- 
paigning, polls suggest the 
White House race has come 
down to something of an 
anti-climax with Mr. Clin- 
ton seemingly gliding to- 
wards victory after an amaz- 
ing comeback. 

The latest Reuters track- 
ing poll showed Mr. Clinton 
leading Sen. Dole by 12.6 
percentage points, a lead 
that has hardly changed 
since early August 

Mr. Clinton began the day 
in Columbus, Ohio, where 
he mocked a dozen Dole 
supporters who tried to 
hedde him with shouts of 
■‘Dole-Kemp” and “tell the 
truth” 

“I bet you they won’t be 
doing that a week from to- 
day,” Mr. Clinton said, 
prompting laughter and 
cheers. 

“We are not afraid of hon- 
est discussion and debate, 
so we don't have to shout 
our opponents down.' But I 


might be screaming if 1 had 
that kind of (Republican) 
record, either that or run- 
ning for a rock to hide 
behind,"' Mr. Clinton said. 

Sen. Dole in Irvine, Cali- 
fornia accused Mr. Clinton 
of harming America’s pres- 
tige overseas and doing too 
little to spur the U.S. econo- 
my as he wrapped up a four- 
day campaign swing 
through the key state. 

‘ “You may have heard my 
opponent say he is building 
a bridge to the future ... So 
far as entrepreneurs and 
developers of new technolo- 
gies are concerned, the 
Clinton administration is 
more like a wrecking crew 
than a bridge-builder,” Sen, 
Dole said. 

Two years after seeing his 
Democrats lose control of 
both bouses of Congress in 
a humiliating, personal 
rebuff to him. Mr. Clinton 
has managed to recapture 
the political centre by 
embracing a series of mod- 
erate initiatives — some of 
them originated by Repub- 
licans — while resisting 
more radical attempts to cut 
the growth of popular gov- 
ernment programmes. 

He squelched murmurs of 
a nomination challenge 


from within his own party, 
stirred by that 1994 election 
debacle. 

Then he cemented his 
strategy by appealing espe- 
cially to women and senior 
citizens, portraying himself 
as a champion of education 
and a defender of health 
care for the old, the sick and 
the poor. 

The Reuters poll showed 
Mr. Clinton reaping the ben- 
efits. He led Sen. Dole by 
more than two to one among 
■those calling themselves 
moderates and by 16 points 
among white working wo- 
men. 

A new Clinton television 
advertisement encompassed 
the essence of his pitch to 
women with a blunt attack 
linking Sen. Dole to unpop- 
ular House of Representa- 
tives Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich. 

With a roll of drums in the 
background, an announcer 
intoned: “Newt Gingrich, 
Bob Dole — Dole-Ging- 
rich: Against family leave, 
against a woman's right to 
choose (on abortion). Dole, 
Gingrich: cutting vaccines 
for children.” 

Many analysts say the big 
question next Tuesday will 
be whether Mr. Clinton’s 
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A firefighter sifts through rubble at the departure terminal of New Delhi's domestic airport after a fire broke out 
Wednesday. No injuries were reported in the blaze, which broke ont at the terminal on tbe outskirts of New Delhi. 
Passengers taking Indian Airlines flights later in the day were to be routed through an adjacent terminal serving 
private local airlines (Reuter photo) ' 

New Delhi airport terminal gutted in major fire 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
fire gutted one of the two 
domestic departure termi- 
nals at New Delhi’s Airport 
Wednesday, forcing the 
diversion of several national 
and international flights, , 
officials said. 

Around 40 fire engines 
fought the blaze for nearly 
four hours after it broke out 
before dawn at a privately- 
run restaurant at the termi- 
nal for airbus flights. 

There were ho injuries in 
the fire. Indian airlines man- 
aging director P.C. Sen said. 


adding that the flames were 
controlled before spreading 
to adjoining buildings, 
including the international 
terminal. 

Airport director Haitians 
Kumar said 20 passengers 
due to fly to the southern 
city of Cochin as well as 
ground staff -rushed out as 
fire alarms sounded. 

He added six international 
flights were diverted to 
other airports while four 
international and 10 domes- 
tic flights were delayed due 
to the" fire, which led to the 


temporary closure of all ter- 
minals in the airport com- 
plex. 

Both national and interna- 
tional terminals are linked 
by a common runway. 

Mr. Kumar said an Air 
India flight from Kuwait 
was diverted to Bombay, 
while an unspecified chart- 
ed flight was asked to pro- 
ceed to Karachi. 

‘The terminal has become 
completely inopera tional," 
the director said. “The buil- 
ding will have to rebuilt.” 

The authorities have 


ordered an investigation. 
Mr. Kumar said the entire 
airport would have been 
crippled if the blaze had 
spread to power installa- 
tions. 

The Indian Airlines asked 
domestic passengers to use 
the adjoining domestic ter- 
minal. 

Indian Airlines, one of the 
largest domestic carriers in 
the world, and its subsidiary 
alliances air operate 37 air- 
bus and Boeing flights daily 
from New Delhi. 


Japan’s LDP woos new potential partners to govern 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) was poised Wednes- 
day to begin talks with 
alternative coalition part- 
ners after failing to main- 
tain its 28-month alliance 
with two smaller parties. 

With only a week to go 
before the expected re- 
sumption of parliament to 
elect a prime minister fol- 
lowing the Oct. 20 elec- 
tions, the LDP was to meet 
with the newly-formed 
Democratic Party Thurs- 
day, party officials said. 

The meeting, to be fol- 
lowed by talks with three 
breakaway lawmakers 
from the opposition New 
Frontier Party, coincides 
with growing ’expectations 
that Prime Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashiraoto may be 
forced to lead a minority 
government. 

While Mr. Hashimoto’s 
LDP managed to boost its 
strength from 211 to 239 
seats in the lower-house 
election, the party is still 
12 seats short of a majori- 
ty,*.., 

.Ms fonner junior coali- 
tiefcpartners, the left-wing 


Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) and the centrist 
New Party Sakigake, were 
both devastated in the 
election and have decided 
to remain outside the next 
cabinet 

But they have agreed to 
parliamentary cooperation 
with the LDP in certain 
areas, and a draft agree- 
ment was expected to be 
drawn up late Wednesday. 

Areas of cooperation 
reportedly include deregu- 
lation, tax, women’s issues 
and the historical assess- 
ment of Japan's wartime 
aggression. News reports 
said the draft provided for 
continued talks on security 
issues, the main sticking 
point with the sdp calling 
for the eventual withdraw- 
al of American marines 
from the southern island of 
Okinawa. 

In the meantime, the 
LDP was preparing .for 
similar policy discussions 
with the Democratic Party, 
formed last month by de- 
fectors from the SDP and 
Sakigake including the po- 
pular Health and Welfare 
Minister'Naoto Kan, 


“During the first round 
of talks, we’d like to dis- 
cuss policies where we can 
cooperate." a Democratic 
Party spokesman said. 

The New Party, which 
has indicated possible sup- 
port for the LDP from out- 
side the cabinet, made 
deregulation a key pledge 
in its election platform, 
accusing the three ruling 
parties of merely paying 
Up service to the idea of 
reform. 

“The Democratic Party 
won’t be able to refuse 
cooperating with the LDP 
as that would give the 
impression that it is block- 
ing administrative re- 
forms," a former minister 
was quoted as saying in 
the Sankei Shimbun Wed- 
nesday. 

LDP officials were also 
scheduled to meet Friday 
with former Minister Haji- 
me Funada and two other 
lawmakers who were re- 
elected as independents af- 
ter recently defecting from 
the opposition New Fron- 
tier Party. 

News reports said all the 
talks were aimed at secur- 


ing parliamentary support 
for certain policies as well 
as the re-election of Mr. 
Hashimoto on Nov. 7. 

The New Frontier Party 
won 156 seats in the elec- 
tion. down from 160, 
while the Democratic Par- 
ty managed to maintain its 
pre-election strength of 52 
seats. 

Further cracks appeared 
in the New Frontier Party 
Wednesday with the resig- 
nation of Kenzo Yoneda, a 
close aide to party leader 
Ichiro Ozawa when the 
party was launched two 
years ago. 

' A spokesman said Mr. 
Yoneda, who joined Mr. 
Ozawa and dozens of 
other disgruntled lamakers 
in leaving the LDP in 
1993, resigned during a 
meeting with party Sec- 
retary General Takeo Ni- 
shioka. 

Mr. Yoneda had recently 
criticised Mr. Ozawa’s 
“dogmatip" style of lead- 
ership and may return to 
the LDP, Jiji Press said. 
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coartails will be long 
enough to pull his party 
back into control of one or 
both houses of Congress. 

Polls show the race there 
extremely close. Republi- 
cans hold a 53-47 majority 
in the Senate and a 235-197 
majority in the House, with 
one independent and two 
seats vacant. But many 
Republicans who swept into 
office on the 1994 anti- 
Clinton surge are highly 
vulnerable as that tide ebbs. 

Roll Call, a newspaper 
that focuses on Congress, 
rated os many as 12 of the 
34 Senate races as too close 
to call. Dozens of House 
seats were in the same cate- 
gory. 

Sen. Dole has been re- 
duced to a last-ditch attempt 
to win the crucial state of 
California with its 54 elec- 
toral votes, one fifth of the 
minimum 270 needed for 
election in the indirect U.S. 
system. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Clinton plundered votes in 
the Republican-leaning 
south and solidified his lead 
in midwest states where 
presidential elections are 
often decided. 

The Republican Party said 
it would ask a federal court 
for an injunction to freeze 



President Bill Clinton greets a crowd of schoolchildren from the Immaculate Conception School in Clintonville, 
Ohio Tuesday after stopping along the side of the road on his way to the airport. Mr. Clinton spotted the children 
standing outside their school and had his motorcade stop so he could greet the children (Reuter photo) 


Democratic spending until 
the party filed an overdue 
report on donations and 
spending. 

The controversy erupted 
after Democrats initially 

Former 

Indian 


said they would not be filing 
a report on the party’s con- 
tributions and expenditures 
for the first two weeks of 
October with the Federal 
Election Commission. Con- 


necticut Sen. Christopher 
Dodd, the Democratic chair- 
man, later promised all doc- 
uments would be released 
soon. 

The row follows two weeks 


of n<“‘ ports that Mr. Cl in- 
to. .npaign was taking 

questionable contributions 
from people associated with 
financial interests in Indone- 
sia. S. Korea and Taiwan. 


Former CIA plans for more covert 

Indian . 

Premier action against guerrillas 


charged in 
bribery case 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Former Indian Prime Mi- 
nister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
was charged Wednesday 
with bribing four members 
of parliament during a con- 
fidence vote in parliament 
in, 1993. tn.. ■!. . : ! 

•• i The . Central . Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) filed 
charges against Mr. Rao 
and two of his aides over 
the payment of one million 
dollars to four regional po- 
liticians three years ago in 
exchange for their vote. 

Special Judge Aajit Bha- 
rihoke said his court would 
open a pre-trial hearing 
Friday. 

The four Jharkhand Muk- 
ti Morcha (JMM, Jhar- 
khand Freedom Front) 
members of parliament are 
in prison on chaiges of 
holding huge suras of unac- 
counted money. 

The two others named by 
the CBI were former feder- 
al ministers Biita Singh and 
Satish Sharma. 

Mr. Rao earlier Wednes- 
day appeared before Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Prem Kumar on forgery 
chaiges in an unrelated 
case. 

Mr. Rao stands accused 
of masterminding the for- 
gery of documents in 1989. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Central Intelligence Agency 
has begun preparing to take 
more aggressive action 
against suspected foreign 
terrorist groups, including 
possible pre-emptive 
strikes, officials say. 

CIA Director John Deutch 
announced last month that 
he was boosting the number 
of case officers sent abroad, 
putting more -foreigners on 
his payroll asspies and giv- 
ing the president more pos- 
sibilities for covert action. 

“We want to increase the 
president's options to act 
against terrorist groups 
directly, either to prevent 
them from carrying out 
operations or to retaliate 
against groups we know are 
responsible” for guerrilla 
attacks on U.S. interests, he 
said in a Sept. 5 speech at 
Georgetown University. 

Since then President Bill 


Clinton's administration has 
fine-tuned a more activist 
approach to combatting 
what aides call a mounting 
threat, especially from radi- 
cal Muslim fundamentalists 
acting without apparent 
state sponsors. 

The move comes after a 
recent wave of attacks: the 
suicide bombings that killed 
59 people in Israel . in 
Februaiy and March two 
blasts* that killed a total “of 
24 U.S, servicemen in 
Saudi Arabia in the past 
year and the mysterious 
destruction of TWA Flight 
800 in which terrorism has 
not been ruled out. 

“Our responsibility is to 
do eveiything we can to 
prevent terrorist attacks, to 
bring to justice those who 
commit them, and, above 
all, to never let terrorism 
srop us from moving for- 
ward with our lives." a 


senior U.S. official said; " 
In promoting the use of 
covert action, an issue 
deutch first raised publicly 
in 1995. he said that Mr. 
Clinton's budget for 
counter-terrorist human 
intelligence — as distinct 
from spying through satel- 
lites and other technical 
means — had been sharply 
increased; but gave* no fig- 
ures.-; : 

“These investments have 
paid off." ! he; said in his 
speech. 'The' CIA has sub- 
stantially increased the 
number of new sources 
reporting to us about terror- 
ist groups. The gain in the 
past IS months far exceeds 
previous achievements." 
Mr. Deutch identified the 
chief threats as the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah Hamas, 
the Palestinian group and 
Egypt’s Islamic group. 


Suu Kyi meets junta representative 


RANGOON (AFP) — The 
Burmese ruling junta’s for- 
mer liaison officer with 
Aung San Suu Kyi has met 
the opposition leader after a 
lapse of almost one year, 
reliable sources said 
Wednesday. 

Lieutenant Colonel .Than 
Tun met Aung San Suu Kyi 
at her home Tuesday, the 
sources said. They gave no 
indication of the substance 
of the meeting. 


Analysts saw Than Tun’s 
return to the compound for 
tbe meeting as significant 
but said there was no indi- 
cation that it signalled sub- 
stantive talks between the 
military authorities and the 
opposition. 

Authorities may have 
chosen to send back Than 
Tun. with whom Ms. Suu 
Kyi was comfortable, as a 
gesture after she apparently 
accepted the junta’s sugges- 


tion that she stay off the 
streets last week to avoid 
fanning student unrest, one 
analyst said. 

Than Tun had served as 
the junta's liaison officer 
through the period when 
Ms. Suu Kyi was released 
from six years of house 
arrest in July 1995 and into 
the latter part of last year. 
Another man was then 
assigned to the post. 


CHOOSE & GRILL 


AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 


Every Thursday evening come to enjoy with us 

I A round - up of 

American beef specialities and 
a variety of sizzling dishes in a 
Tex Mex” adventure 

For Reservations- please call 

696511 Ext 6045-6313 


FORTE 





AMMAN .HOB 

P.O.Box 950629 Amman 11 110 Jordan Tel 9ti2 6 696511 Fax 962 6 (i7-t26l 

Forte Grand and Lc Meridien Hotels & Resorts in the Middle East 
Other properties in your area include Le Meridien Damascus, Le Meridien Latlakia. 

Le Meridien Heliopolis, Le Meridien Cairo & Forte Grand Pyramids 

Travel companion of Air France 




i o 

'O ; ; l I 
r a: it 


? 

r 


6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 31-November 1 , 1995 


Jordan Times 


A* wtf q ttndc n Ar«t Fofcitfl M piN«W * {i|M bj iht Ionian Pim FiwdHiM 
E)lMiM 

,«■ nA W* «f-W- <-* /T 6 oW 


Chairman of the Board or Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AM AD 


Editor 'tn-Chicf: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 


The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Politics of middle ground 


THE VISIT of His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to Prague has broken new grounds not 
only in the sense (hat he was the first Jordanian 
leader to visit the Czech Republic but also in the 
impact it will have on bringing the Middle East 
and Eastern Europe that much closer. The atten- 
tion of the Arab World has naturally centred till 
now on Western Europe with the Eastern European 
states occupying back seat in importance in the 
eyes of the Arab World. Even when Eastern 
European countries broke loose from the yoke of 
the communist order, regained their independence 
and established operational democracy, the eyes of 
the Arab capitals continued to look westward. 

Prince Hassan arrived in the Czech capital there- 
fore to rekindle Jordanian and Arab interest in 
Eastern Europe as a whole and the Czech Republic 
in particular and usher in a new era of understand- 
ing and cooperation. The construction of new 
bridges with Prague docs not. of course, occur in a 
vacuum. As Prince Hassan has said in his lecture at 
the Bohemia Foundation Tdesdav, Jordan and the 
Czech Republic have more in common than meets 
the eye. First, it ts the common historical experience 
of the two countries. On one hand. Prague 
“endured the ravages of totalitarianism rule,” 
between 1949 till 1989, and we in Jordan experi- 
enced the consequences of four decades of warfare 
and insecurity in the Middle East which produced 
effects that were similar to those often associated 
with undemocratic rule -that was the curse of 
Prague and other capitals in its region. If that is not 
enough, we and the Czechs, the Prince pointed out, 
share another important commonality that found 
expression in our shared view of the world due not 
only to similar geographic positions as at cross- 
roads in volatile regions of the world but more 
significantly because the leadership in both coun- 
tries “represent the politics of the middle-ground." 

In retrospect, therefore, the visit of Prince Hassan 
and his talks with President Vaclav Havel was an 
eye-opener and a curtain raiser for more contacts 
not only between Amman and Prague but also 
between the Middle East and Eastern Europe. The 
“rediscovery" as it were, of a very important region 
of the world with tremendous resources both mate- 
rial and intellectual can only add to a more sane 
world order which may indeed lead to the articula- 
tion and eventual adoption of a new states conduct, 
stipulating the rights and obligation of each and 
every country especially those which Prince Hassan 
culled the representatives of “the powerful lobby of 
the powerless." 

As we continue to look at the bitter and sweet 
experiences of Eastern European nations for guid- 
ance in our continuous efforts to solve the lingering 
problems in the Middle East, we hope that the new 
era in relations that Prince Hassan’s visit has ush- , 
ered in between the two important regions will | 
further develop to their mutual benefit in every I 
conceivable field. i 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


HARDLY HAD the European Union nations announced the 
appointment of an envoy to follow up on matters related to 
the peace process than the Netanyahu government declared 
its outright rejection of the move, said Mahmoud Rrmawi. 
a wrier for Al RaT. It was expected from Israel to assume 
this behaviour, having disregarded the mediation of its own 
ally iheJLVS.. prompting its envoy. Dennis Ross, to return 
to Washington empty handed, he noted. The Likud-led gov- 
ernment insist that noouLsidc party should have any say in 
the negotiations between the Jewish state and the Arabs 
because this government realises that it is militarily and 
economically stronger than its Arab adversaries and can 
easily impose its will and dictate its terms on them, sajd the 
writer. For its part. Washington had accepted to sene as a 
mere coordinator, .succumbing to Israel's wishes; and in 
collusion with Israel it had shelved the Russian mlc in this 
region, added the writer. Therefore, it was not surprising to 
hear the Likud government reject any role by the Europeans 
and their envoy but. he said, the Europeans must have their 
own wav of imposing their presence in this region because 
they would never accept the role of financiers of projects 
which remain at Israel’s mercy and subject to Netanyahu's 
whims and desires. 


IN VIEW of the early winter season that has descended 
abruptly in Jordan, one can expect from the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery, the sole source of energy for the 
nation, to live up to expectations and prove its readiness to 
supply all regions with oil products, said a writer for Al 
Ra‘i Wednesday. Though one would not expect shortages 
in the amounts of gasoline, which seems always abundant 
for the cars, diesel oil and kerosene could be in short sup- 
ply. especially in towns and villages located in remote 
regions, said Nuzih. It goes without saying that people need 
the oil products in winter more than any other season and 
they all have the right to buy them whether they live in 
Amman or 100 kilometres away, said the writer. It is hoped 
that the refinery, acting on the experience of the previous 
years, will make available sufficient quantities of fuel for 
all regions, said the writer who suggested that the refinery 
establish three major depots for fuel, one in the north, the 
other in the centre and die third in the southern regions of 
Jordan, to facilitate authorities to ensure that gas cylinders 
and fuel metres arc not tampered with as has been reported 
by the authorities during previous winters. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 
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Pressure from all quarters is vital 


to push the peace process forward 


j THE CRUCIAL question at this point in time, for Middle 
[ Easterners and supporters of peace throughout our small 


globe, is: What should be done to compel the time-wast- 
ing. hord-to-pin-down. difficult-to-deal-with, ncarlv- 
impossiblc. and eternally -elusive present Israeli govern- 
ment to respect the rights of the Palestinian people, the 
wish of its Arab neighbours and "partners" in peace, the 
will of the international community, and the commitment 
of many, even in Israel itself, to the implementation of 
jreacc and the speeding up of the stalled, frozen peace 
process? 

The answer, in the opinion of the vast majority of peace 
supporters (citizens and officials alike) appears to be fair- 
ly simple: pressure. What is not so simple, however, is 
what is meant by pressure and how it is to be brought 
about. 

Most expect the pressure to come from the United Slates. 
For one thing, it is the one and only superpower now (there 
arc other powerful countries in the world, but they are at 
best mini-super powers), and it can exercise its might if 
and w hen it sees fit. Many people in this part of the world, 
and perhaps elsewhere, cannot believe that the country 
which was able to rally behind itself over thirty countries, 
of all shapes and sizes, during the Gulf war. and bomb the 
Iraqi capabilities out of existence cannot bend a little the 
arm of a disobedient Israeli premier for a good cause. For 
another, it has more inreresLs in the Middle East region 
than in any other country. 

Furthermore, since the relationship between Israel and 
U.S.. in the words of many Americans and Israelis (and the 
discourse gets more intimate and even amorous during 
election time in the U.S. i. is a "special" relationship and 
since the U.S. is so “concerned" about the “security" and 
“well-being" of Israel and so supportive of it (financially, 
diplomatically and morally), why cannot the U.S. exercise 
some benign, gentle, caring, caressing pressure on Israel 
for the sake of “dear" Israel itself, first and foremost? Why 
can't American logic be modified a little and say that Israel 
should be pressured for its own interest? But America has 
also, over the past few years, developed strong ties and 
alliances with some Arab countries. Should it not do some- 
thing for such allies, especially since nearly al) America's 
interests in the region lie within the sphere of influence of 
these allies? Furthermore, does not America, in the after- 
math of the cold war. want a stable Middle East? 

Some are disappointed with the level of pressure 
America has been applying recently, especially those who. 
in the words of Professor Hisham Sharabi of Georgetown 
University, in a recent comment to the JTV programme 
“Events and Personalities." are still suffering from the so- 
called Eisenhower complex — i.e. that American presi- 
dents are capable of ordering Israel to withdraw from 
occupied Arab territories (in Netanyahu's case, to imple- 
ment the agreements, redeploy from Hebron and move in 
the direction of peace more speedily* just as Eisenhower 
ordered Israel to withdraw from Sinai in the aftermath of 


the tripartite invasion of Egypt in 1956. Many people in 
our part of the world still have Eisenhower Fresh in their 
memories, and they still believe that America is somehow 
capable of ordering Israel to do this and that, and that it 
can exercise direct pressure on it. 

In my opinion, such expectation is somewhat far fetched 
and unrealistic. Not only because of the approach of U.S. 
presidential elections but also because of the delicate, sen- 
sitive. peculiar and at times hard-to-understand relation- 
ship between Israel and the U.S.: the latter cannot (and 
therefore cannot be expected to) be as firm, direct and 
aggressive in its pressure on Israel the way it was on Iran. 
Panama. Grenada. Iraq, the Somali generals, the Serbs. 
Actually, a lot of people have (and somewhat understand- 
ably and justifiably) an Iran complex, a Panama complex, 
a Grenada complex, etc. Why can the U.S. apply land the 
question is rhetorical) direct pressure in all of these cases 
but not in the case of Israel? A lot of people find it hard to 
understand. 

Whatever the reasons are and whatever the rationale may 
be. America appears to be incapable of exercising the kind 
of pressure many of us cherish deep down. Bill does this 
mean that it is not capable of exerting effective pressure, 
or that it has not been doing so? The answer, in my opin- 
ion. is no. Since Madrid, the U.S. has been exercising 
effective pressure. The mere fact that ir is seriously 
involved, that it is actively sponsoring, that it does care to 
have agreements signed and implemented is in itself posi- 
tive. Think of an alternative scenario. What if Bush and 
Clinton had been Reagan? What, in other words, if the 
U.S. adopts a casual interest in peace in the Middle East, 
proposing a plan once in a while but (caving it up to the 
parties involved to get interested and to move at the pace 
they feci comfortable with? In other words. America’s 
sheer involvement is a form of valuable pressure. 

Indeed America’s role as an active facilitator ought not 
to be underestimated. It may. in fact, be the best and most 
realistic approach to adopt, as Nabii Shaath has made clear 
in the said JTV programme Monday night. Since Madrid, 
the U.S. has provided a most fitting and perhaps most 
effective framework or umbrella for peace making. Those 
moments when it insisted on keeping the two parties work- 
ing by themselves on differences and coming to an under- 
standing were crucial to peace making. This approach 
worked with Egypt and Israel, with Jordan and Israel, with 
the Palestinians and Israel, and it would have worked with 
the Syrians and Israel has not the new Israeli government 
butted in with its brutish, bullying attitude. One could in 
fact argue that Denis Ross would have delivered some- 
thing on Hebron had not the U.S. elections interfered again 
to disrupt and postpone things momentarily. 

What is wanted, I believe, is for America (perhaps after 
the elections) to continue the same strategy, though a little 
more aggressively perhaps. 

But what is also wanted is for pressure to come from 
within the Arab World, the international community, and 


Israel itself. To rely on American pressure alone is neither 
healthy nor wise, for two main reasons. The Arab World 
needs to take advantage of the present stalemate or dead- 
lock in the peace process and assert and affirm itself. Do 
we as Arabs, exist or do we not ? It is a question of to be 
or not to be. in my opinion. I believe that die Arab World 
of today is remarkably different from that of the sixties and 
seventies and. I would venture to say, better - more real- 
istic. more mature, more practical, less emotional and less 

unreasonable. . . , 

If we have learned a lesson over the years, it is that solu- 
lions cannot be handed on a silver platter, that we have to 
work and sweat for what we aspire, that even the best of 
friends cannot give us what we want. Is not this the lesson 
we learned from the intifada? For years we were begging 
for solutions from the United Nations. It is only when the 
intifada happened (i.e. when we exercised self-reliance, 
when we learned how to throw stones — symbolic though 
they may be) that things began to move in the right direc- 


few 


bi 


The Arab World is not passive. His Majesty King 
Hussein's visit to Egypt a couple of days ago is an indica- 
tion of the rallying of forces, of coordination and of indi- 
rect pressure which we all desire and want to see more of. 
The healthy positions the Arab countries have adopted 
with respect to normalisation with Israel i.e. tying 
progress vis-a-vis openness to Israel to Israel s respect and 
implementation of peace agreements — are a form of 
mature, wise and valuable pressure and of excellent diplo- 
macy. What we want, however, (and Hisham Sharabi is 
right here) is more coordination on the part of Arab peace 
partners and peace seekers. We need more than bilateral 
and trilateral Arab meetings. 

The second reason is that when we exercise pressure our- 
selves. when we get involved more actively, when we urge 
world leaders (the Europeans, the Russians, (he Japanese, 
the supporters of peace everywhere), we are actually con- 
solidating the pressure exercised by America. America's 
“sponsorship" and “facilitation" of the implementation of 
peace will be more effective if it is complemented with 
pressure from within the Arab World, from within the 
international community, and from within Israel. 

The latter is also crucial. The peace-loving, peace-want- 
ing, and peace-benefiting (eventually.) Israelis must get 
involved more actively now. The Peace-Now supporters 
arc called upon to be more assertive and aggressive, and so 
arc the political parties which support peace. There is an 
opportunity for the peace camp in Israel to pressure the 
government, to test its will and willingness to bring about 
peace, to force it to choose cither between stepping aside, 
if it is incapable of implementing peace, or implementing 
the agreements and negotiating in good faith. 

Pressure has to come from all those who seek peace, not 
just from the U.S., if momentum is to be,' restored 'to itef 
peace process. - / ■; 


Corporate power 


LETTERS 


is overwhelming 


Water money helps 


To the Editor: 


By Sarah Anderson and 
John Kavanagh 


WASHINGTON — Of the 
100 largest economies in 
the world, more than half 
are corporations, not coun- 
tries. General Motors’ sales 
are larger than the GNP of 
Denmark. Ford's arc bigger 
thiin South Africa's. Toyota 
is bigger than Norway. 

Large corporations say 
thc> are providing large 
numbers of jobs, bringing 
high-quality. low -cos t 

gond5 ro consumers world- 
wide. and linking people 
together into a gfobal vil- 
lage that transcends geo- 
graphic boundaries. U.S. 
government policies over- 
whelming!} serve the inter- 
ests of these large firms, 
from corporate sax breaks to 
free trade pacts. 

A studs that we have writ- 
ten for the Institute for 
Policy Studies demon- 
strates. to the contrary, that 
the concentration of eco- 
nomic power in a relatively 
small number of corpora- 
tions is cause for concern. 

The lop 200 firms* sales 
add up to more than a quar- 
ter of the world's economic 
activity. Do they provide 
more than a quarter of the 
world's jobs? Our research 
indicates that their com- 
bined global employment is 
only 18.8 million, which is 
less than three-quarters of 1 
per cent of the world's 
workforce. 

In these times nf automa- 
tion and downsizing, large 
corporations raise profits by 
slashing workers. not 
adding to them. General 
Motors. the corporate 
world’s largest employer, 
once employed more than a 
million workers and helped 
bring hundreds of thou- 
sands of blacks into (he 
workforce. Today us pay- 
roll has shrunk to just over 
700.0(10 worker*. 

What about the claim that 
global firms bring lower- 
cost goods to consumers? 

Because of the top firms' 


dominance, one-third of 
world trade is made up of 
transactions among various 
units of the same corpora- 
tion. In other words, a 
growing share of world 
(rude consists of a General 
Motors plant in Detroit 
shipping parts to a GM 
plant in Mexico. 

Economic concentration 
in many sectors also dis- 
courages lower prices. In 
autos, the top five firms 
account for almost 60 per 
cent of global sales, fn elec- 
tronics, the top five firms 
have more than half of glob- 
al sales. The top five firms 
have more than 30 per cent 
of global sales in airlines, 
aerospace, steel, oil. pcr.sun- 
ai computers, chemicals and 
the media 

In all these sectors, price 
arc not set by competitive 
pressures, and the consumer 
seldom sees cheaper goods. 

Large firms boast that 
they are bringing the world 
closer together by making 
their goods and services 
available to a global market. 
In fact, what these firms are 
creating looks more like 
global economic apartheid. 
Two- thirds of the world (the 
bottom 20 per cent of the 
rich countries and the bot- 
tom 80 per cent of the poor 
countries) can't get jobs in 
the global factories of these 
firms and cannot a fiord the 
products they sell. 

The disparity in economic 
power between the top 200 
firms and the countries and 
people at the bottom is stag- 
gering. If you compare the 
largest 200 firms’ sales with 
the combined personal 
incomes of the poorest four- 
fifths of humanity, the cor- 
porations have almost twice 
as much economic clout. 

The largest 200 corpora- 
tions* combined sales are 
bigger than the combined 
economics of all countries 
minus the biggest nine. That 
is. they surpass the com- 
bined economies of 182 
countries. Sales last year at 
just one firm. Wal-Mart. 


exceeded the GDPs of 161 


countries. 

The dominance of the top 
200 firms over our w'orld 
economy is growing steadi- 
ly. In 1982. their sales were 
the equivalent of 24.2 per 
cent of world GDP. They 
now equal 28.3 per cent. 
Corporate profits arc soar- 
ing, jumping 75 per cent 
from 1990 to 1995. 
Meanwhile, workers and 


communities ore getting a 
shrinking piece of the grow- 
ing pie. 

Tlic issue of corporate 
concentration has been 
noticeably absent from the 
political discourse of this 
year's American presiden- 
tial election campaign. 
When the lop candidates 
speak on the economy, they 
focus on the cost of food 
stamp programmes, their 
desire to force welfare 
mothers into paid employ- 
ment, or the supposed drag 
on the economy posed by 
undocumented immigrants. 

The facts on global corpo- 
rate power indicate that the 
real drag is coming from the 
top. not the bottom of the 
economic ladder. 

Accelerated corporate con- 
centration is fuelling rising 
inequalities that hurt us all 
by fraying the social fabric. 

The candidates could have 
reviewed U.S. government 
programmes rhat offer 

insurance and export assis- 
tance to firms for their over- 
seas forays. They could 
explore replacing such 
incentives with pro- 

grammes (hat reward firms 
fnr investing in U.S. com- 
munities and for employing 
more workers at home. 

The root cause of much 


I COULD not agree more with the World 
Bank's description of water, as mentioned 
in the article “The World Bank telling 
Jordanians — water should not be 
thought of as cheap resource but as a liq- 
uid gold" (Jordan Times, Oct. 26. 1996). 

Al the same time. I would like to point 
out that we should address the problem 
now and not delay it till ii is too late. 

The local press is all too excited count- 
ing all the time the number of tourists 
who visited Jordan. Working in the 
tourism sector myself. I can only point 
out rhat tourism means consumption of 
water and if we want to continue to be a 
tourism country, then we should also 


address the problem of water urgently. 

My humble suggestion is that, as with 
the departure tax from all ports of exit of 
Jordan < used for the improvement of such 
ports), the economists at the Water 
Authority should come out with a plan to 
collect a similar tax for water consump- 
tion. 

I suggest a minimum of 1 JD dinar from 
even' person entering or leaving Jordan. 
That would be fair enough and at the 
same time provide the Water Authority 
with immediate cash money to improve 
water-collecting svstems. 


N. S. Kbonry. 
Amman. 


Help Wadi Rum! 


To the Editor: 


economic anxiety in 
America and elsewhere is 
the growth of unaccount- 
able corporate power. 


Sarah Anderson is a fellow 
and John Kavunagh is co- 
director nf the Institute fnr 
Policy Studies. This article 
is reprinted from The Sun 
in Baltimore. 


EVERY YEAR I spend at least one week- 
end camping in Wadi Rum. Ever)- year 
the situation there is deteriorating. The 
Moon Valiev is getting worse by the day. 
Action should he immediately taken or 
wc shall lose one of the most beautiful 
natural landscapes in the world (maybe 
wc should lose it because, come to think 
of it. if we continue acting towards it the 
way we do now, then we really do not 
deserve to have it). 

The reasons behind the deteriorating 
situation in Wadi Rum arc numerous, but 
I shall try to summarise them in a few 
points (taking into account that every 
weekend there are at least 500 people 
camping at Wadi Rum); 

1. Out of four million people holding 
Jordanian passpurls. and out of several 
experienced non -governmental organisa- 
tions. such as the RSCN. only one person 
is licensed to cater for campers and visi- 
tors in Wadi Rum. This person docs not 
know much what nature is. let alone con- 
serving it. Besides the very high cost for 
camping, often loud, funky music could 
be heard from amplifiers in the middle of 
the night. 

2. Litter is everywhere and it is increas- 
ing by the year. Soft drink cans, plastic 
bags, ear tyres, glass bottles, food scraps 
and even shoes and bits of clothes are 
covering Ihc beautiful pink-rose sands of 
Rum. 


3. Car tracks are nor respected. Anyone 
and everyone with a four-wheel car can 
race the wind in the Wadi and create 
his/her ow n track without any thought for 
the delicate flora and fauna of the site. 

9. I do nm want to ialk of the local guides 
o\cr there as this is an issue by itself. but 
“thieves" Ls all I can say about them. There we 
stories about what they do to (ill pages, but in 
simple words I ashamed, as a Jordanian, of 
their attitude towards tourists, whether 
Jordanians or foreigners. 

Action should be taken quickly, before the 
situation gets out of control. 

An NGO with experience (like the RSCN 
whose experience at Dana Nature Reserve 
proved to he a most successful endeavour) 
should take over and organise the tracks, the 
number nf visitors per day, methods of 
desposing of the litter, the prices of the iduts 
in the a. wheel cars, camping locations aod 
much mure. 

I really wish that someone wiih authority in 
the government will expand the horizons 
about ccotnurism and respect of nature, dial 
hc/vhe might go there as an ordinary visitor 
and see things for what they really are. 

I am sad to sec this exotic place fading 
awjy. What makes it worse are the rumours 
about plans being put forward to turn this 
piece of heavenly desert into a Jordanian “Las 
Vegas with hotels and restaurants and other 
places of leisure. 1 believe Wadi Rum needs 
help. 

Luna Ja’far Khirfon, 
AmmuB. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

President Nader Dahabi 
left for Geneva yesterday 
where he will assume the 
presidency of perhaps 
commercial , aviation's 
most, influential associa- 
tion . — the- International 
Air r Transport 
Association (IAEA), the 
world trade organisation 
of scheduled airlines. 

The association’s more 
than 200 members carry 
more than 95 per cent of 
the world's . scheduled 
international ’ air traffic 
under the flags of over 
120 independent nations. 

Since its inception in Nader Dahabi 
1945, lATA’s aim has 

been “to ensure that worldwide airline traffic moves with 
the greatest possible speed, safety, security, convenience 
and efficiency for passengers and cargo shippers, and 
with the utmost economy for the airlines.” The associa- 
tion has two main offices, one in Montreal and the other 
in Geneva. Regional offices are maintained in Bangkok, 
Buenos Aires, Dakar, London. Nairobi, Rio de Janeiro, 
Singapore, Washington. D.C. and .Amman. Mr. Dahabi 's 
nomination to head IATA for the one-year term takes on 
even greater significance not only for Royal Jordanian 
and Jordan, but for the Arab World, as next year Amman 
will be the first Arab capital to host an IATA General 
Assembly meeting. Perhaps a birds-eye view from the 


top of IATA will provide new insights into how to speed 
up the conversion of the cash strapped national air carri- 
er into a .commercial enterprise. Mr. Dahabi, a retired 
Major General of the Royal Jordanian Air Force, is 
accompanied to the Annual General Meeting in Geneva 
by RJ VP Commercial Department Majdi Sabri. AVP 
IATA and Industry Affairs Department Mamdouh Qulabi 
and head of Public Relations Munib Toukan. 


GREEK WEEKS: Sailing along, the visit of an 

Athenian commercial delegation is being followed, coin- 
cidentally, by the arrival in Amman of Greek Minister of 
Mercantile Marine Stavros Soumakis on Sunday. The 
purpose of this, Mr. Soumakis* first visit to the Kingdom, 
is to sign a standard mercantile marine agreement with 
his counterpart. Minister of Transport Nasser Lawzi. Mr. 
Soumakis was one of the “hand-picked" members of 
Prime Minister Costas Simitis' cabinet formed in late 
September after the Panhellenic Socialist Party's 
(PASOK) victory. Arriving with his wife and a com- 
mander, whose post is equivalent to Jordan's director of 
the Ports Corporation, Mr. Soumakis will be hosted first 
by Mr. Lawzi at a small dinner on Sunday evening. On 
Monday morning he is scheduled to meet with Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, then move on to the 
agreement signing ceremony, and afterwards off to lunch 
where Mr. Soumakis will meet nearly all those persons 
involved in the maritime sector in Jordan. That evening 
Greek Ambassador Aristidis Sandis and his wife Georgia 
will host a reception for the minister, senior Jordanian 
officials and the press. Tuesday’s schedule includes 
business and pleasure, with visits to Madaba, Petra, 


Taybet Zamman, Wadi Mousa and finally Aqaba, where 
the delegation will be guests of honour at an official din- 
ner. The next morning Mr. Soumakis will meet with 
Ports Corporation Director Mohammad DaJabeeh, who 
will deliver a presentation on the port of Aqaba and then 
take the Greek team on a tour of the port and a sail 
through Jordan's territorial waters. The minister heads 
back to Amman late Wednesday evening to catch a flight 
back to Athens. Late this summer a Ministry of 
Transport team visited Athens to prepare documents for 
the upcoming signing of the maritime agreement. It was 
decided then that the signing would be held in Amman at 
the ministerial level. 


A MAN OF PROPERTY: On land, its Ibrahim 

Mismar who made the news this week when the Cabinet 
approved his promotion to Director General of the Land 
and Survey Department Mr. Mismar has been with this 
agency for some 30 years, and was last deputy to his pre- 
decessor Aii Gharaibeh. Sources say, Abu Amjad. as 
Mr. Mismar is known, knows every department under his 
domain inside out. When we tried to catch up with him 
however, throngs of well-wishers had overtaken his ter- 
ritory at the office, and we were unable to obtain more 
details about him. Mr. Gharaibeh. meanwhile, may well 
follow the path of his other retired civil servant col- 
leagues and move to the private sector. 


OFF-CAMPUS LEARNING: Already in Jordan for 
a short but activity-tilled eight days are 23 students and 


two professors from the Eastern Mennonite University' in 
Harrisonburg. Virginia. They arrived from the We.-.r 
Bank where they spent about six weeks taking a course 
and living with Palestinian families as part of a cross- 
cultural experience requirement for their graduation. 
While in Jordan they will visit the major archaeological 
and historic sites and attend presentations by education 
expert Victor Billeh. and Director of the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Development Awni Bashir. They will 
also visit the Palestinian refugee camp in Husn near 
Irbid, a trip organised through the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs. In the south of the Kingdom, the stu- 
dents will tour Wadi Disi where projects conducted by 
the Amman office of the Mennonite Central Committee 
have been under way. The committee, administrated for 
the last four years by Paul and Rebecca Pereverzoff. is a 
volunteer Christian organisation which began its mission 
in Jericho in 1950 administering relief to Palestinian 
refugees. After the 1967 Arab-Israeli war the pro- 
gramme was divided between two bases, one in East 
Jerusalem and one in Amman, serving Palestinians and 
Jordanians. The work of the committee expanded into 
the area of development, and today much of its effort-; 
are spent in water conservation projects and agricultural 
development, helping bedouin families in the north and 
south in cultivating olive groves. The visiting students 
will continue their course with a two- week siay in Egypt. 
Classmates of theirs are also sampling other cultures in 
Europe and South America. Upon their return to their 
campus they will no doubt be comparing cultural notes. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 



Too many cooks? 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Middle East and the United States: A his- 
torical and political reassessment 
Edited by David W. Lesch 
Westview Press, 1996, $25 


EDITOR DAVID Lesch has put together a group of 
25 experts, including himself, to make a “historical 
and political reassessment” .of the Middle East. With 
thatrmany^geoflJe invoto^fces?h’s bpgk^spffefis 
predictable problem of quality control. Some pL&e, 
articles are excellent , some less so, . . . . 

On the positive side, no one has delineated the 


Muslim world's complaints about the West more bril- 
liantly than history Professor Yvonne Yazbeck 
Haddad of the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherts. in her contribution Islamist Perceptions Of 
U.S. Policy In The Middle East. She calls on an array 
of Islamic thinkers to depict a devastating analysis of 
Western policies in the Middle East as “hypocritical. 


duplicitous and racist” Her essay pieces include Paul 
W.T. Kingston’s intriguing look, at the, .nearly, cora- 

$5 1 . and. m 

relationship between the United. States and Saudi 
Arabia On -the other hand, several articles are-thin - 
and filled with the same old cliches of the “pre- 


reassessment” period. 

For those mainly concerned about the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, Lesch 's decision to devote nearly a third of 
the essays to Iran and the Gulf War seems more of a 
distraction than an asset. But, in fact, these articles 
are generally well done and worthy of inclusion. 
However, for a book purporting to reassess the histo- 
ry of the region, it seems an-odd omission not to have 
. pn^l^k^ep^ber in 

roqcfetejo^ay^.flqt eyfe?, Qnqjptffliion of„ffat spmr 
inal event. 

The 1970 clash with the Palestinians in Jordan with 


full U.S. backing marked the real emergence of the 
United States under the guidance of Henry Kissinger 
as Israel's full ally and provider. It deserves more 
attention than ir has received in understanding the tra- 
jectory’ of U.S. policy over the past half-century. 
Inclusion of such less examined events and more 
recent descriptions of how enormously intertwined 
the U.S.-Israeli relationship has become would have 
given- Lesfcb's book, more of -a rightful clainuo being 
a reassessment -thanit- can make- in its- present config- 
uration —Middle East International. ■' ;■ 

Donald Neff 


s. S. KS* 




The Irish in Jordan 


By Frank Byrne 
Special to the Jordan Times 
! 

THREE WEEKS ago I 
arrived in Jordan with a 
quest, to seek out Irish peo- 
ple who have been resident 
here for five years or more, 
as part of a series of articles 
I am doing cm Irish men and 
women living in the Arab 
World. So far my finds have 
been historic. 

My first port of call was to 
the Irish Consulate where I 
met Salim Saad (Honorary 
Consukof Ireland). He told 
me of ;Fr. Eugene Hoade, 
the first person to compile a 
definitive guide to Jordan in 
English in 1954. Fr. Hoade 
spent most of his life in 
Jordan and was the son of 
small farmers living outside 
Headword in County 
Galway. 

the guide is pocket size 
and where most guides 
nowadays concentrate on 
getting the best value for 
your dinar, this one is for 
the traveller whose interest 
is historical 1 and sociologi- 
cal. It contains excellent ref- 
erences and the style is 
entertaining. 


Fr. Hoade died in 1972 but 
his guide has been revised 
and reprinted by The 
Franciscan Printing Press. 

The fascinating Dead Sea 
rates high on every tourist’s 
list and I decided to 
approach it from an Irish 
angle. From that castle in 
the sky that is Karak I took 
a minibus to a village near 
the Lisan peninsula: The 
midday heat that silences 
animal, man and bird at this 
low altitude was whipped to 
frenzy by a south-westerly 
swarm of flies straight from 
the oven of hell. “Mad dogs 
and Irishmen go out in the 
midday sun” I thought as 
the flies swarmed. 

My destination was a 
point on the peninsula 
called Costigan — named 
after the first person to suc- 
cessfully navigate Lake 
Tiberias, the Jordan River 
and the Dead Sea in 1835. 
This Irishman succeeded in 
getting a boat carried from 
the Mediterranean to Lake 
Tiberias and with his 
Maltese servant he succee- 
ded in reaching the southern 
extremity. After eight days 
they returned exhausted and 


without water to the north- 
ern shore. The servant 
crawled to Jericho for help. 
They carried Costigan to 
Jerusalem by horse, but he 
died two days later. He was 
buried on Sept. 7, 1835 on 
Mount Zion. 

Now, not many people 
know that Lawrence of 
Arabia has Irish roots — 
well, Anglo-Irish roots. 
Indeed his family lived in 
ray own county, Westmeath, 
near the small town of 
Delvin. I believe that 
Lawrence spent some of his 
childhood there before 
being sent to an English 
public school. 

And so it was that I left 
Amman on a beautiful 
Jordanian afternoon for the 
Castle of Azraq. Our taxi 
driver was not informative 
that day and when I asked 
about Lawrence he laughed 
“Lawrence was a member 
of MI5 and ray father in 
Palestine could tell you 
many things but we haven't 
time now.” 

The Irish actor Peter 
O'Toole made his celluloid 
contribution in Wadi Rum 
where with the Bedouin 


Tafas he made his way to 
Feisal’s encampment. Wadi 
Rum is one of the great spir- 
itual sites of the world. In 
the evening, four of its 
walked a mile or so to see 
the sunset near the 
Lawrence Spring. When we 
reached the point, we each 
separated and found our 
own isolated spot to con- 
template this magnificence. 
The silence was truly deaf- 
ening. Then along came a 
convoy of seven jeeps of 
Israeli tourists complete 
with bodyguards. They 
stayed at the spot for seven 
or ten minutes then drove 
off into the desert at high 
speed. After Wadi Rum I 
realised that I bad experi- 
enced something, just a 
smidgen, of what it is to be 
a bedouin. 

Out of history and into the 
present my quest for the 
Irish in Jordan continues. 
There are some similarities 
in our histories and our 
experiences but our reli- 
gions and our cultures are 
so different What are the 
difficulties, the joys and the 
benefits of living in another 
culture? 


Separating fact from myth 


Image and Reality of the Israel-Palestine Conflict 

By Norman G. Finkelstein 

London and New York : Verso, 1995, 243 pages 

THE SON of Warsaw Ghetto and concentration camp sur- 
vivors, Norman G. Fmkelstein teaches international rela- 
tions and political theory at City University and New'tork 
University. His book is a meticulously documented critique 
of Zionism in theory and practice, aiming to demolish the 
myths which have swayed U.S. public opinion in Israeli 
favour for almost half a century. IBs method is to scrutinise 
a series of works which have been influential in propagat- 
ing these myths, from Abba Eban’s various books to Joan 
Peter's From "Time Immemorial (1984). 

Hnkelstein’s initial chapter is a succinct review of the 
Portions of different Zionist trends. He concludes that there 
was no teal difference on the most significant issue, i.e„ 
creating a Jewish majority in Palestine, which meant dis- 
possession? and expulsion of the majority of the native 
fWestiaians. “Even the extreme left of the Zionist labour 
movement agreed that there was nothing morally objection- 
able in the notion of a compulsory population transfer (p. 
16). - ... 
Reading the book today, one is struck by the similarity 


between “the iron wall” advocated by Jabotinsky in the 30s 
to protect the settlements, and the security fences and sepa- 
rate roads for settlers begun by the Labour government and 
now being expanded by the Likud leadership. 

Many have critiqued Zionism and its traditional advo- 
cates. But Fmkelstein also takes on the new breed of Israeli 
historians, such as Benny Morris, who utilised the Israeli 
army's declassification of documents in the mid-80s to 
write The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947- 
1949. 

Finkelstein credits Morris with having “produced land- 
mark studies. (Morris) has permanently redefined the para- 
meters of legitimate scholarly debate on the origins of the 
Palestinian refugee problem, dispatching to oblivion (some 
of) the standard Israeli claims” (pp. 86-87). But Finkelstein 
disputes Morris's conclusion that the refugee problem “was 
born of war, not by design,” noting that “Morris's own evi- 
dence points to the conclusion that Palestine’s Arabs were 
expelled systematically and with premeditation” (pp. 52- 
53). 

Image and Reality dismisses as propaganda Abba Eban’s 
attempts to show that Israel was not die aggressor in 1967. 
Concerning the prelude to the 1973 war, Finkelstein writes: 
“My thesis is that the above image (created by pro-Israeli 


Secret of Fatima no cause for alarm — cardinal 


FATIMA, Portugal (R) — The third secret of Fatima, sup- 
posedly entrusted by the Virgin Mary to three Portuguese 
children in 19 17 and said by some to predict the end of the 
world, contains nothing alarming, a top Vatican official 
said. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, number three in the Vatican 
hierarchy and privy to the secret, told a news conference 
that the virgin did “not want to cause fear.” 

He was speaking after attending ceremonies marking the 
79th anniversary of the last of die apparitions in which the 
Roman Catholic Church believes the Virgin Mary was seen 
by the three children between May 13 and Ocl 13. 1917. 

“The secret, in fact, has nothing to do with the history of 
the world, informing about something that could one day 
happen to us," said Card. Ratzinger. who heads the 
Vatican's congregation for the doctrine of the faith. 

“It is not a teaching about die future but a help and an 
education in faith ” he said. 

According to the writings of the only surviving visionary. 
Sister Lucia De Jesus Dos Santos, an 89-year-old nun, the 
Virgin Mary predicted the end of World War I and the fall 
of Communism in Eastern Europe. 

The third message was never made known, although the 
Vatican was told of it in 1957. 

In 1960, the then Pontiff said he would put an end to rbe 
mystery but he never did. 

Card. Ratzinger said that he did not know what had 
caused the then Pope to change his mind, nor would he be 
drawn on whether the current Pontiff would eventually dis- 
close the secret 

“It depends.. .on the Pope and political and hisljncal 
events,” Card. Ratzinger said. 

Pope John Paul, known for his devotion to the Virgin 
Mary, visited the Fatima Shrine, 130 kilometres north of 
Lisbon, in 1991 to give thanks to the Virgin of Fatima for 
the dramatic changes in Eastern Europe and for his having 
survived an assassination attempt in 1981. 


,l '? Si 'V- ' " 




propagandists) exactly reverses the reality: Egypt (and 
Jordan) desperately sought a negotiated settlement after the 
1967 war. Israel, however, refused to budge from the con- 
quered territories in exchange for peace” (p. 151). 

Finkelstein also devotes considerable attention to the par- 
allels between “the apparently disparate instances of the 
English conquest of North America, the Dutch conquest of 
South Africa, the Nazi conquest of Eastern Europe, and the 
Zionist conquest of Palestine” (p. 89). 

Though the time span of Image and Reality is past histo- 
ry, ending with the 1973 October War, its focus is timely 
and filled with parallels to today's events. For example, 
dealing with the aftermath of Israel’s 1956 invasion when it 
occupied Sinai and Sbarm A1 Sheikh, Finkelstein includes a 
quote from then U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Adamant that Israel withdraw unconditionally from these 
areas, Eisenhower asked rhetorically if “a nation which 
attacks and occupies a foreign territory in the face of United 
Nations disapproval should be allowed to impose condi- 
tions on its withdrawal?” (p. 137). This question seems 
equally pertinent today if we view the problems blocking 
the current PLO-Israeli peace process. 

Sally Bland 



A pilgrim arrives at the Fatima Shrine to make vows to 
the~ Virgin Mary while walking on her knees (Reuter 
photo) 

The Pope was shot and wounded by Turkish gunman Ali 
Agca in Rome on May 13, 1981. He attributes his sur ; val 
to divine intervention by the Virgin of Fatima, on wl ise 
feast day the attack occurred. 
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For your eyes only 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


\ HOUSING A personal computer (PC) is not what it used 
u be. In the eighties. shopping for a personal computer 
.\as relatively simple. Particularly if one wanted a brand 
uiiie. Buying an IMB. an Olivetti, a Wang, a DEC. a 
Tandy or a Texas Instruments was a safe choice. All you 
lad to do was to pick up a model ami you had a complete 
machine with its main unit, monitor, keyboard and mouse, 
.vilh overall satisfactory characteristics. 

The development that has taken place in the Iasi few 
■ ears and the level of sophistication the equipment has 
• cached make it now essential for the user to select him- 
-eif the different units that make a modern, powerful PC. 
Very few brands propose well configured machines, with 
(he items that would be most appropriate for a given user. 
These days you make your computer just like you make 
your menu selection at the restaurant. 

While each element in a small computer certainly has its 
importance, the monitor (the screen l has maybe become 
the most critical piece to study and buy. Several factors 
-ontribute to make a good monitor a vital clement in a PC. 
•>e it at home or in the office. 

The question is how to choose the ideal monitor when 
‘here are so many models available and when prices vary 
‘rom a modest JD 250 to an incredible JD 1600? 

Several factors have contributed to make the screen a 
fundamental device in a computer setup. The almost total 
ldoption of Window-based and therefore graphic software 
’as opposed to text-only software), the ever increasing 
number of hours we spend looking at the screen, the wide- 
spread use of video images and srill photographs on CD- 
ROM. inexpensi\e colour printers. Desk Top Publishing, 
and last but not least, the demanding Computer Aided 
Design (CAD) programmes — so many reasons that make 
us need better monitors. 

First there’s the size. Currently the industry proposes the 
■standard 14”. the just-a-little-bigger 15". the magnificent 
17" and the huge 20” and 21” models. Like for TV sets, 
the numbers refer to die diagonal dimension of the picture 
tube. There seems to be a “natural” selection in the 
lordanian market and users are going either to the practi- 
cal. affordable 14" or to the luxury 17” type. People seem 
less attracted by ihe 15" which doesn't provide any signif- 
icant increase in viewing area, whereas the 20" and 21" 
are much too expensive for the masses. 

As it is often the case with technology, bigger does not 
necessarily mean better — it all depends on your needs, 
your desk size and the type of application you mainly use. 
However in most cases. 17" monitors feature better speci- 
fications than smaller units. 

Virtually all screens produced after 1995 are manufac- 
tured with the “low emission — low radiation" standard, 
also called MPRH. This has become a must. Spending 
several hours a day staring at a PC’s monitor is not the 
healthiest exercise for your vision. The MPRIJ standard 
Joes a good job at reducing the damage and ensuring a 
reasonably safe environment. 


chip talk 



More than size and certainly more than safety character- 
istic^ the resolution and the refresh role arc the most sig- 
nificant indicators of a monitor's quality. The resolution is 
the number of horizontal and vertical dots (or pixels — 
picture elements) that form the image on the tube — the 
higher the resolution and the sharper the image. The 
refresh rate is the number of times the said image is “red- 
drawn” on the surface of tube — the higher this number 
and the steadier the image will look. A steady, stable 
image is not only more pleasant to look at but it is also 
more comfortable and safer. 

Resolution is. typically 640x480. 800x600. 1024x768. 
1 2S0x 1 024 or 1 600\ 1 2< V) i horizontal dots x vertical dots). 
Unfortunately the refresh rate is usually inversely propor- 
tional to the resolution — the higher the first is. the lower 
the second becomes. Users normally opt for a compromise 
and set Their monitors at 800x600 or 1024x768. These two 
settings pros ide a sharp, quality image whether working 
with text or graphics. Some manufacturers try to impress 
buyers with high refresh rates that work only at... the low- 
est resolutions. Check both .simultaneously. 

The size of each dot a No contributes to the sharpness of 
the display. Whereas affordable commercial models have 
a 0.28mm dot pitch, more expensive models now feature 
0.27mm. 0.26mm and even 0.25inm dot pitch. 

The importance of the display controller is not to be 
taken lightly. This electronic curd plugs inside the com- 
puter's cabinet and actually “creates" the image that is 
then sent to the monitor connected to it. Without digging 
further into technical considerations and figures, let us just 
say that the controller must be up to the job. It must be 
able to support the resolutions and refresh rates that the 
monitor offers. Ideally both devices, the monitor and its 
controller should be chosen together so that one doesn't 
constitute a handicap for the other. In Jordan the price of 
display controllers vary from JD 40 to JD 600. 

An exhaustive review of monitors' and display con- 
trollers' characteristics would take five times more space 
than this column. The above is just intended to show the 
importance of a careful study of such specs before making 
a purchase decision, that is if one cares to have the ideal 
screen for a given situation and budget. Otherwise, most 
computer vendors in Jordan can advise you and help you 
get a nice monitor for you to use and enjoy. For a little less 
than JD 400 you can buy a better than average 14" moni- 
tor. with a matching display controller card. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


AMAZING FACTS 


— If you had been alive in early 18th century London 
you could have bought a cream that was guaranteed to 
cure loss of memorv. 


— When 500.000 acres of land was flooded in Holland 
during World War II it is estimated that 250.0O0.00n.O00 
worms were drowned. 


vowed vengeance on his cx-ex mployer. The following 
Saturday morning, when the shop was packed with people 
buying their weekend joints, he marched in. elbowed his 
way to the counter and slapped down one very, very dead 
cat. 

“There you arc." he called out cheerfully.*' that makes up 
Ihe dozen vou ordered." 


— The greatest attendance at any funeral is the estimat- 
ed 4 million who thronged Cairo. Egypt, for the funeral of 
President Gamal Abdul Nasser on October l. 1970. 


— On March 2. 1978. Peter Boa of Seiberscross. Strath 
Brora. Sutherland, dug out 9 sheep in snow fnr 33 days. 
Two ewes were alive. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


— If an aeroplane flew over a cloud, sprayed it with salt, 
it would make rain. 


I. What bird"- arc sjid to have saved Rome with their 
'Wurnir” cnoV 


— In 1S32 Dr. Keats, headmaster of Eton, thrashed 
between 80 and I on boss in one dav. 


2 Whai's mere temihar name for the be^i-knuun flight- ! 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


less cpterx \ 

3. Is a person :n prone position one lying on his back? 

4. Arc bat- M;nJ 1 


!1 What are you going to do now? 

Matha tanwi amalahu al-aan? 


5 N hydrophobia another name fnr lockjaw.' 


*'■ I'm not blaming you at all. 

Enni la aloomoka itlaqan. 


We are doing everything we can do. 

Ennana na'mal kolla ma fee wns’ina. 


I'm not coming here anymore. 

Lan ahdor hona ba’dal aan. 


PUZZLES 

SMARGA . YA 


You're hiding something from me. 

Ennaka tokhfi shay'an an’nee. 


Have you forgotten your promise? 

Hal naseet wa'daka? 


The answer to each pair of clues given below jrc such 
that one is ihe reverse spelling of !hc other, example: 


Don't you smell something burning? 

Ala lash om nta'ehuta shay'en yah'tariq? 


*” l feel a sharp pain in chest. 

Ash ’or be'alam shaded fee sadri. 


CLUE A: Wicked 
ANSWER: EVIL 
CLUE B: Exist. 
ANSWER: LIVE 


Now trv the foilnwinc: 


LAUGHT-IT-0FF 


LA Ir.dijn rule (3 j. 

B Grate. 


; "May I have an hour off to get my hair cut, sir?” 
‘Certainly not. Have it cut in your own time.” 

‘But it grows in office hours, sir." 

‘It doesn’t do ail its growing during office hours, boy.' 
‘I'm not having it all off!” 


The butcher's boy had been dismissed for insolence, and 


2. A..., 

... Unrefined 

...(3) 

B.. 

...Hi^tilifics 


3. A.... 

B. 

...Nesuiixc 

....20 ewLs 

...(3) 

4. A,,.. 

R 

...Fashionable... 

. 

5. A.... 
B.... 

...Bargain- 

...RexoNes 

....»5i 


Fool’s gold 

By Sarrier Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IT IS funnv how we arc led to believe that everything 
around us is running like clockwork and is exactly as it 
ought to be at a time when everything people do and say 
reeks of abuse, misuse and corruption. 

What follows is a series of items which appeared in our 
newspapers over the past seven days. They serve to illus- 
trate what is exactly meant by abuse, misuse and corrup- 
tion. 



News item one 

“A distinguished personality — as those currently hold- 
ing public office are normally referred to — has bought a 
house in the United Kingdom paying over £8 million for it 
just because it used to belong to a pop music celebrity. 

One further fact that has to be mentioned is that this per- 
sonality holds a public post whose occupier ought to pos- 
sess two qualities rather rare in a person towards the end 
of die 20th century: Loyalty and trustworthiness.” 


These same students have revealed that even though 
they had scored the highest grades when the preliminary 
lists came out. they were surprised to learn that their 
names never made it in the official list of those accepted. 

What further complicated matters was the inclusion in 
this latter list of names of two people who had not sat for 
the exam in the first place. 


News item two 

“A fight broke out outside the Faculty of Arts ai one of 
our public universities among students from the 
Department of Political Science. The fight, involving 
batons, broke out when one student from one town was 
running for a seal in the students council beat another can- 
didate from another nearby northern town. 

Things got out of control when supporters of the win- 
ning candidate verbally abused and insulted the loser. 

This whole disgraceful affair is currently under investi- 
gation by the Dean of Student Affairs at (he university.” 


News item five 

“While it is usual that students of the first grade at school 
take with them their books and sandwiches to school, it 
seems that in the age of laptops and mobile communica- 
tions even these old customs are about to change, espe- 
cially for those well endowed. 

In one of our private schools, a first grader took with him 
to school mummy's mobile phone because he liked to 
carry it around with him to show it to his friends. 

The headmistress who phoned the boy's mother found 
her to be quite indifferent to the whole affair. 


News item three 

“One illegal chicken farm west of Amman is still opera- 
tional several weeks after it had been served with a clear- 
ing order by the Municipality of Greater Amman. 

Similar cases abound where houses that were issued 
wir/i similar eviction notices have had such notices swept 
under the rug and tonnes of paperwork at the offices of the 
municipality." 


News item six 

“A hieh school for girls in the South remains, for the 
fourth consecutive week, without a headmistress nor a 
deputy headmistress. 

It was reported that this is due to the fact that the head- 
mistress is currently studying for her Ph.D. at the 
University of Jordan taking sick leave on a permanent 
basis supported by an influential acquaintance. 

The deputy headmistress is also on maternity leave 
meaning that no one is left in charge at the school.' 


News item four 

“A group of students who have sat for an entrance exam 
at a certain college have complained of irregularities in the 
clearing process. 


All this, and much more, has been, and is plaguing our 
society of four million. I ask that you think about these 
stories the next time you attempt to do the same because 
morality can never be spoon-fed. 
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Anthology of suffering and hope 

Mohammad Nasrallah’s artistic expressiveness, once used to chronicle the intifada, 
now expanded to deal with the broader issue of Man, his woes and aspirations 


By Mahmoud 1. Mufti 

*1 WOULD ger hold of any 
rock-chalk 1 could find and 
first scribble, then (progres- 
sively) draw trees and other 
things on the walls of peo- 
ple’s dwellings in my child- 
hood habitat, the Wihdat 
Refugee Camp. Fuelled by 
the tears of suffering and 
prodded by Lhe agony of 
deprivation, my artistic 
inclination started growing 
and consolidating itself. I 
was but seven years old. 

As the years went by, my 
continued hardships kept 
the wick of creativity in me 
alive, so that through it, I 
was able to develop and 
learn my an undoubtedly 
more effectively than any 
school could have taught 
me. On several occasions, I 
was beaten by local resi- 
dents who were offended by 
my unsightly graffiti — as 
they perceived it — as well 
as by my abstract style, 
which they could not under- 
stand. 1 was slapped and 
even felt 'the blow of a 
stick.” (Artist, Muhammad 
Nasrallah, in a personal 
autobiography entitled "A 
Single Window Unto 
Beauty and Free-dom.’’) 

If love is the balm of life, 
and if hard work is the 
redeemer of Man, then art 
must surely be the jubila- 
tion of the soul; the pulsat- 
1 ing dialogue between one’s 
past experiences, present 
quandaries and future 
expectations. It is the sub- 
stance-matter of dreams, 
the plasma of the psyche 
and the wick of aspirations. 
The dialogue emeiging. 


from the abstract art-works 
of Muhammad Nasrallah — 
recalling figurative symbol- 
ism and poetic surrealism 

— bespeak a covenant 
between nature, Man. earth, 
sea, sky, good and evil. The 
interplay between them, 
and its extent, is reposed in 
the viewers' interpretative 
realms. In any event, these 
works, preceded by numer- 
ous others over the years, 
represent one man’s striving 
to triumph over the scars of 
childhood hardships — not 
that they will ever evade his 
memory or, indeed, aban- 
don his renewable present 

— but the triumph is there 
nonetheless, in the sense 
that, through art, he finds 
himself acquitted to attempt 
a reconciliation of all the 
contradictory elements in 
his life. The success of this 
particular exhibit of paint- 
ings lies in its ability to uni- 
versalise these very specific 
and personal experiences, 
and endow them with a rel- 
evance that will touch the 
humanistic sensibilities of 
most people who will con- 
template them. 

Of instant note here, is the 
manner in which oil-on- 
paper, brush and palate 
knife join forces to produce 
arrestingly-commanding 
images of two inverses; 
serenity of the best of child- 
hoods, and eeriness of the 
worst of nightmares. The 
starkness of contrast created 
here invariably invites dia- 
logue of an intense son. 
There is absolutely no 
chance that this aspect will 
go unnoticed by the visitor, 
all-the-more so, given that 
the artist's childhood was 
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Starling perched atop shack-by-the-sea, by 
Mohammad Nasrallah 


Antithetical forces, represented by bird and 
chair currently on display at Darat A1 Funun 


anything but serene. 

Mr. Nasrallah discloses 
his deep affinity to poetry 
and music, citing both as 
instrumental to the overall 
mood that contributes to his 
artistic inspiration. When 
he is not listening to the 
pluckings of the Arabic 
“Oud,” as he applies his 
brush, he resorts to Western 
classical music tot' which 
there is particularly strong 
evidence in many of his 
works). "Beethoven is my 
favourite," he reveals. 

With such disclosure 
and when contemplating- 
some of the more ‘quietly 
serene" works — it is not at 
all odd to find oneself hum- 
ming the opening of Lud- 
wig Van B.’s Pastoral Sym- 
phony, Moonlight Sonata or 
indeed, to Vaughan Wil- 
liams" "The Lark Ascen- 
ding" (preferably with Ne- 
ville Marriner conducting). 

Some of his other works 
— and even some comers 
and crevices of his quieter 
works — evoke an eeriness 
of the sort that can. given 
the right mood and 
moment, be felt in Igor 
Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite, 
or in some compositions by 
Elgar. Debussy and Ravel. 

The central theme of the 
dialogue, in most of Mr. 
NasraJIah’s works, revolves 
around an impertinent- 
looking bird (with a seem- 
ingly impending ‘.sense of 
mission*) and a wooden 
chair that appears to be 
squat in some of the rendi- 
tions. elongated in others, 
while partially submerged 
in water, in others yet. In 
the elongated form, ir rings 
with surrealism and looks 
like a chair of the sort that 


might have been draped 
with a droopy clock or 
tongue in the manner of a 
Salvador Dali painting. 
Everything about the bird 
— save for its presumably 
appalling squall — seems 
discemable; a keen wide 
eye. an impatient gait, an 
unsteady top-heavy disposi- 
tion owed to a well-fattened 
upper body perched on 
spindly legs. 

There is the sense that this 
bird is perpetually on-the- 
go, as: it were, never resting, 
hardly , ti^pg. When it does 
perch rpvefithe chain* beside 
it, or elsewhere, it is always 
doing so with a sense of 
transience, as if just gather- 
ing itself after a long trip. 
Once it has hastily recapitu- 
lated its mission's goals, it 
will flutter away in an 
instant. In some depictions, 
it looks like a finch, while 
in others, like a sparrow, 
raven, crow or common 
starling. 

The symbolism inherent 
here is one of negativism 
and positivism; one of an 
uplifting force (the bird), 
and a heavy, anchoring 
force, (the chair). The two 
are mutually-antithetical. 
yet common to both of them 
are the open skies, coastal 
waters and shorelines (ren- 
dered in a miniaturised ver- 
sion of Van Gogh's style of 
intricate ’wavy' brush 
strokes). In some of the 
paintings, rocks jut out of 
the sea in a pronounced 
way. In others, the focus is 
on shrubs and thickets in 
the foreground, which is 
permitted to also double up 
as the demarcation point 
between the shoreline and 
the skv. 


Interpretative leeway is 
accorded to the viewer most 
generously in a handful of 
the works, each of which 
depicts either a door or a 
window drawn in sheer air, 
with no structural context. 
One may plausibly think of 
them [the doors and win- 
dows] as positive, in which 
case they represent a path- 
way from the turbulence of 
a certain predicament to the 
bliss of another. Alterna- 
tively, they could allude to 
galactical-type black holes 
or vortex, silently lurking, 
waiting to ensnare the un- 
suspecting mortal and shut- 
tle him/her to the abyss of 
oblivion. 

"Internal unrest was. all 
the while, tormenting me 
inside, but simultaneously 
acting as the platform upon 
which my work has come to 
be based. A source of great 
inspiration to me has been 
the intifada, with the entire- 
ty of suffering and accom- 
plishment inherent therein. 
My most significant work 
goes back to it [the intifa- 
da], and was ‘about it' and 
‘for it' alone. But this was 
not an active decision I 
took; its sheer awe acted as 
the fulcrum around which 
the resultant creative evoca- 
tions in me gravitated. Its 
strength and intensity of 
spirit ‘did it' for me.” 

Mr. Nasrallah feels that 
far from exercising its influ- 
ence on the artist alone, the 
intifada left absolutely no- 
one un-ehanged and unaf- 
fected. In a way, it rede- 
fined people in relation to 
their existence and realities, 
consciously and subcon- 
sciously. He feels that what 
is currently happening in 
the world cannot be extri- 
cated from the present 
Palestinian predicament. 
“In view of this, I think of 
the intifada as having been 
the crowning point in the 
process of the rebirth of 
Palestinians and the 
Palestinian identity. I there- 
fore interacted with it [artis- 
tically] the way I under- 
stood it to be. It was by 
means of it that the Pales- 
tinians were enabled to 
gather their blood and histo- 
ry, and piece them together, 
jigsaw-like, with aspects of 
their identity in their indige- 
nous country and on their 
national soil,” expounds the 
arrisL 

"At the same time. I 
always strove to giant the 
viewer the necessary artistic 
space and impartiality to 
explore ‘life’ in ray works 
for himself/herself, discov- 
ering, in the process, the 
people bidden deep in the 
comers of the works; the 
people who inaugurated our 
aspirational and inspira- 
tional anthems and held 
their heads up high in the 
face of death. But all the 
while, whenever 1 painted, 
it was not mv intention to 



Intifada imagery from a 1989 exhibition, ‘Chansons de la terre’ 
(Anthems of the soil), by Mohammad Nasrallah 


express the intifada direct- 
ly; only its spirit. This chal- 
lenge effectively spearhead- 
ed me to innovate many 
artistic techniques that were 
new to me. Consistently, 
however, Man and his con- 
cerns remain the paramount 
subjects in my work." 

The artist, it is dear, 
derives inspiration and 
motivation from specific 
happenings in life, but goes 
on to express them in his art 
in an abstracted manner. It 
is always the ‘spirit’ of the 
subject-matter that is allud- 
ed to. never its actuality or 
specifics. With a similar 
outlook does he also react 
to, and incorporate aspects 


of literature: specifically 
poetry. In his current exhib- 
it's work, he points to the 
significant influence of a 
poem entitled “The Flyer.” 
by his prominent brother- 
poeu Ibrahim Nasrallah 
( who is also an avid photog- 
rapher). 

The younger Nasrallah. 
Muhammad, articulates the 
nature and extent of influ- 
encing-facrors, like poetry, 
on his work: “Just as I did 
not incorporate the intifada 
directly in my work. — but 
only images of it — I like- 
wise did not [in this exhibi- 
tion] incorporate my broth- 
er's poem in an outright 
manner. Always keenly 
aware and insistent that the 


painting has its own raison 
d’etre and characteristics, it 
must, by necessity there- 
fore. diverge from poetry'. 
Even in the inspiration it 
draws from poetry', it has to 
be able to present a fresh 
meaning for the latter ... or 
to bring our hidden mean- 
ings ... or to construct, in 
the final analysis, a totally 
separate aesthetic entity 
with its verv own idiosvn- 


The exhibition is held in 
the Blue House of Darat 
Al Funun (Tel: 643251/2), 
Nadim AI Mallah Street, 
JabaJ Luweibdeh, Am- 
man, until Nov. 11. 


Fewer Americans smoke, but Hollywood can’t kick the 


© 


By David E. K ali s h 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The 
brash young wall Stree- 
ter flicks a flame to light 
his wife’s cigarette, then 
plucks one from the 
pack for himself. He 
next stretches across a 
table and gets his 
father-in-law’s cigar 
going. 

The billowing smoke 
isn’t confined to Holly- 
wood’s new romantic 
comedy She’s The One. 
Snch box-office stal- 
warts as John Travolta, 
Brace Willis, and 
Whoopi Goldberg all 
puff - through their 
recent films. 

Despite legions of 
Americans who’ve 
kicked the habit, smok- 
ing on the silver screen 
his not diminished since 
lhe Surgeon General 
first linked cigarettes to 
cancer, heart disease 
and other ailments 3 1/2 
decades ago, two studies 


show. 

In a society that's 
banned smoking from 
many public places, 
kicked the Marlboro 
man off roadside bill- 
boards and determined 
secondhand smoke is a 
health hazard, the cellu- 
loid behaviour can seem 
strikingly out of kilter. 

Moviemakers insist 
the smokes are just 
props, a way to define 
tough or rebellious cha- 
racters, enhance roman- 
tic scenes or evoke earli- 
er eras when smoking 
was common. 

But anti-smoking ad- 
vocates fume that Holly- 
wood, willfully or not, is 
glamorising cigarettes. 
They note that TV 
shows have largely gi- 
ven np tobacco and sug- 
gest that more imagina- 
tive ways exist to sum- 
mon nostalgia — tailfin 
Cadillacs and Nehi 
grape soda, for two 
examples. 

Moreover, the on- 


screen haze is reviving 
concerns the tobacco 
industry is paying for its 
products to appear in 
movies. Such “hidden 
advertising” would vio- 
late the long-standing 
federal requirement 
that tobacco aas include 
the Surgeon General’s 
warning that smoking is 
hazardous to health. 

“At the very least, 
(filmmakers) are being 
grossly irresponsible,” 
asserted Dr. Stanton 
Glantz, a University of 
California professor of 
medicine who has chro- 
nicled Hollywood's ha- 
bit. 

Prof. Glantz, in a ran- 
dom sampling of scenes 
from 62 top-grossing 
films released from 1960 
to 1990, found that over- 
all tobacco use in movies 
remained level over 
three decades. And even 
though smoking by the 
lead characters dropped 
somewhat, it was still 
three times that of real 


people in similar demo- 
graphic groups — 65 
per cent to 19 per cent, 
by Prof. Glantz's reck- 
oning in 1994. 

A more recent study, 
by the American Lung 
Association, looked at 
133 films released in 
1994 and 1995. It found 
that 102 of them, 77 per 
cent, featured charac- 
ters either smoking or 
holding tobacco prod- 
ucts. And compared to 
TV, the Lung Associa- 
tion said, feature films 
are five times more like- 
ly to depict tobacco use. 

“If they simply showed 
tobacco use realistically, 
that would be a gigantic 
step forward from the 
current situation,” Prof. 
Glantz said. 

Smoke abounds in an 
AP sampling of nearly a 
dozen recent films: 

— In The Bridges Of 
Madison County, Meryl 
Streep, as a lonely farm 
wife, accepts a cigarette 
from Clint Eastwood, 


roaming magazine pho- 
tographer, in a smolder- 
ing prelude to their ta- 
boo passion. Film publi- 
cist Marco Barla says 
smoking was faithful to 
the best-selling book 
and additionally helped 
set the scene in the 
1960s. 

— In Corrina, Corti- 
na, also set in an earlier 
time, a cigarette dangles 
from Whoopi Gold- 
berg’s lips the moment 
she steps off the bus in 
her role as a sassy nan- 
ny. And she chain- 
smokes her way through 
an all-female road trip 
in Boys On The Side. 

— Travolta, playing a 
Stealth bomber pilot in 
Broken Arrow, chain- 
smokes through a trea- 
cherous nuclear extor- 
tion plot He also 

smokes in Pulp Fiction 
and Get Shorty. 

— Willis is shrouded 
in smoke at a poker 
game in Nobody’s 

Fool;” a Marlboro box 


lies next to his cards. 
Across the table, Paul 
Newman, playing the 
town troublemaker, 
sucks on a stylishly thin 
cigar. 

In a telephone inter- 
view, Newman voiced 
concerns that movie 
icons might unwittingly 
be luring people to 
smoke, particularly 
teenagers. If old people 
“like me smoke, it does- 
n’t make a difference,” 
Newman said. “If you 
get John Travolta smok- 
ing, that’s a different 
point.” 

The worries about un- 
der-the-table advertis- 
ing hark back to 1989, 
when the issue flared In 
Congress. Memos had 
surfaced detailing prod- 
uct placement deals, in 
which marketers paid to 
have brand-name prod- 
ucts appear in films. 
The deals in ciuestion 
included $350,000 paid 
by Philip Morris to fea- 
ture Lark cigarettes in 


License To Kill, a James 
Bond movie, and 
$42,500 to have Lois 
Lane, played by Margot 
Kidder, smoke' Marlbo- 
ros in Superman II. 

The negative news sto- 
ries compelled the mak- 
ers of License To Kill, in 

S reduction that year, to 
elatedly add the 
Surgeon General's 
warning to the credits. 

Today, film and tobac- 
co companies vehement- 
ly deny they are making 
placement deals, and 
the film industry insists 
only creative considera- 
tions now guide deci- 
sions to include ciga- 
rettes. If no money is 
changing hands, movie- 
makers contend, they’re 
not required to run the 
health warning. 

“Our position and our 
understanding is that 
(paid placement) hasn't 
been taking place for 
quite some time," Larry 
Deutchman of the En- 
tertainment Industrv 


Council said in an inter- 
view. The nonprofit 
group works on social 
issues with the enter- 
tainment industry. 

“Our policy is very 
clear: We do not engage 
in paid product place- 
meut," said Walker 
Merrynian, a spokes- 
man for the tobacco 
institute, a lobbying 
group. 

Others in Hollywood 
go further and suggest 
tobacco is no longer hip. 

“Smoking is rather 
passe now,” said John 
Parkinson, vice-presi- 
dent of marketing for 
Danjaq Inc., whose sub- 
sidiary produced Gol- 
den-eye, the latest 
James Bond tale, last 
year. 

“It was one of the 
updatings of James 
Bond that we did. He 
still drinks, he still 
womanises, but he does- 
n’t smoke anymore.” 
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Twenty ways to improve world health 


fly Daniel Nelson 


LONDON — The world is on ihe brink of a global crisis 
in infectious diseases, says the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), making' the proclaimed target of 
"health for all by the year 2000" look distinctly sickly. 

Many countries are chronically short of medical staff 
and money to tackle the age-old scourges such as malar- 
ia — let atone the new health scares which seem to hit 
the headlines almost every week. 

But the prognosis is noi as bleak as it looks: 
Significant, raptd improvements in health care are possi- 
ble. To achieve success, it is necessary to forget about 
hospitals, surgeons and stethoscopes, and to think instead 
of fanners, teachers and women. Here are 20 steps: 


I . Reducing poverty, which WHO says is the biggest 
single underlying cause of death, disease and suffering 
worldwide. 


Improvements in global 
health in the run-up to the 
end of the century depend 
more on farmers, women and 
politicians than on costly, 
high-tech medical facilities. 
This report looks at a policy 
hit-iist 

disabilities, high Wood pressure and 


press coughing. 


15. Help combat the spread 
of infectious diseases, the 
leading cause of death in (he 
world. WHO's director-gen- 
eral. Dr. Hiroshi Nakaiima. 
says: "We stand on the brink 
of a global crisis... No coun- 
try can any longer afford to 
ignore their threat." 
Individuals can help bv 
learning what precautions 
can be taken — and acting 
on them. 


The drugs jungle 



[•Annual global expenditure on 
pharmaceuticals: 

$220 bn ($44 bn in 
developing countries) 


(he 


lifetime mental 
heart disease. 


16. Curb smoking, 
world's largest single pre- 
ventable cause of illness and 
death. 


2. Eliminating malnutrition would neutralise a swathe 
tif scourges, such as Vitamin A deficiency, and generally 
make people stronger and more resistant to disease. A 
bad bout of diarrhoea may be fatal to an undernourished 
baby, but no more than an inconvenience to a well-nour- 
ished one. 


Political commitment means giving priority to 
health, and comes with a small p: The governments of 
Taiwan and Cuba pursue different political paths, but 
both haie achieved remarkable improvements in the 
health of their peoples. 


17. Work-related accidents 
and illnesses hit 277 million 
people a year. Belter work- 
ing conditions arc vital. 


3. In terms of numbers of people affected, provision of 
Iviter water and sanitation facilities is a high priority. 
WHO estimates that about half the world’s people do not 
have a safe way of disposing of excreta and that almost a 
quarter of the world lacks access to an adequate and safe 
water supply. 


S. Immunise children: A U.N.-sponsorcd campaign has 
saved 20 million lives since 1980. 


4. Improvements in reproductive health arc a key fac- 
tor in any programme for a healthier world. Unwanted 
and ill-timed pregnancies, unsafe abortions, reproductive 
tract infections and cancers, and complications of preg- 
nancy and childbirth affect hundreds of millions of 
women, and thus their families. Almost 60.000 women a 
year die in pregnancy and childbirth, and the toll of preg- 
nancy-related injury and disability has been called 
“arguably the most neglected health problem in the 
world." 


9. Support campaigns to eradicate specific diseases, 
such as poliomyelitis. leprosy, guinea-worm disease. 
Chagas, ri'.er blindness and neo-natal ratanus. It can be 
done: No new ease of smallpox has been seen since 
1977. 


10. Information empowers — and that's as true for 
hygiene as it is for house prices, for birth control as much 
as for business deals. Patients' rights groups must insist 
on better information from everyone in the medical field, 
including governments, drug companies, doctors and 
pharmacists. 


18. Aid agencies should 
earmark at least 20 per cent 
of their expenditure tor basic 
needs — nutrition, safe 
water and sanitation, basic 
health care, primary educa- 
tion and family planning. 
The present figure is barely 
10 per cent, tinder a pro- 
posed 20:20 initiative, 
developing countries would 
also agree lo increase their 
social "sector budgets to 20 
per cent, from an average of 
about 13 per cent now. 


5. After almost 50 years international experience of 
fostering “development” — the process by which coun- 
tries switch from being predominantly agricultural to 
predominantly industrial — almost the only lesson on 
which everyone agrees is the effectiveness of female 
education. Educated women tend to marry later and have 
fewer children. The United Nations Children's Fund 
f UNICEF) quotes studies showing that an extra year of 
schooling for girls reduces fertility rates by up to 10 per 
cent and increases their earnings by 15 per cent: the chil- 
dren of an educated mother are more likely to survive — 
the infant mortality rale of Indian babies whose mothers 
have received primary education is half that of the chil- 
dren of illiterate mothers. 


1 1 . Better organisation enables more effective use to be 
made of scarce resources. For example, implementing a 
drugs policy that gets a restricted number of relevant 
medicines to areas where they arc needed is preferable to 
presiding over a costly free-for-all. 


12. Tackle antibiotic misuse, which is turning a brilliant 
medical breakthrough into a worldwide public health 
problem. Bad prescribing by doctors, lax consumption 
bv patients and indiscriminate sales in many countries 
allow bacteria that should be destroyed to build up resis- 
tance — making a growing number of infections virtual- 
lv untreatable. " 


19. Set an example. 
However financially pressed 
you feel, the fact (hat you are 
reading this in a newspaper 
makes you part of a privi- 
leged global elite. The 
spending habits and attitudes 
of elites tend to be copied. 
So by exercising regularly 
and eating a healthy diet you 
arc contributing to the health 
of millions of others, as well 
as helping yourself. 


6. As we approach the moment in human history — 
probably within 15 years — when for the first time more 
people will .be . living in towns that villages, the need 
grows to curb.cnvironmcntal pollution. Some problems. 
#icfe as lead: pollution from petrol, are not yet recognised 
in some countries, let alone addressed. The World Bank 
says all urban children under two in developing coun- 
tries. and more than 80 per cent of those aged between 
three and five, are suspected of having bIoo3 lead levels 

threatening 


1 3. Whatever the gurus say. ill-health is probably not 
all in the mind — but at least 10 per cent of it is. That's 
the estimate for the proportion of all disease accounted 
for by mental illness — and this is one area where more 
funding on research and treatment is urgently required. 


higher than international safetv standards 


14. Rational use of drugs. Half the world has no. access 
to modem medicines, the other half faces a plethora of 
pharmaceutical products that are dangerous, ineffective, 
unnecessarily expensive, inappropriate or which contain 
ingredients that work against each other. Examples 
include the many ami-diarrhocal products that are of no 
value in the treatment of acute diarrhoea, and the prod- 
ucts that contain ingredients both to encourage and sup- 


20. Point the finger; name 
names. It is a shocking scan- 
dal that 12.2 million undcr- 
5s die every year from caus- 
es which could be prevented 
for. literally, a few pence per 
child. 



>Drugs typically 
account for 10-40% 
of developing 
country health 
budgets 


[•More than 100,000 
preparations are 
on the market 







v>World Health Organization 
Sk’ es — ^ |: — r 

iVfw 

k of requirements. Many of 


Vv 

^’essential drugs policy* 
identifies 270 key drugs 
iV which can deal with 90% 


Uf the others are unnecessary, 
irrational or dangerous 



They die not because of the unfathomable workings of 
"the system." but because of conscious decisions by indi- 
vidual’s — by governments which subsidise amis sales 
instead of eliminating cretinism worldwide with a tech- 
nology that has been known for 75 years for a price that 
is paltry; by parents who discriminate against their 


daughters; by doctors who refuse to encourage the use.of 
cheap oral rehycl ration .salts for diarrhoea because; Hb#e 
is little profit in it for them; by compajijeft knowingly 
promoting medicines dangerous for children; by 'politi- 
cians who deliberately allocate scarce resources to urban 
hospitals for reasons of prestige and profit, knowing full 
well that the rnonev would be better spent on primary 
health care — GEMINI NEWS. 
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Lung cancer treatment that 


blocks growth of tumour cells 


By John Newell 


BRITISH SCIENTISTS of the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund's laboratories in London have developed ,i radically 
new treatment for a common form of lung cancer and ha’, e 
begun to test it. 

The treatment relies on the fact that malignant cells m 
oat-cell or sm^lj-cen Jung cancer, as the condition i\ varr- 
ously known, .stimulate thcmschcs to divide abnormally by 
producing growth stimulating substances which arc picked 
up by receptors on the cancer cells surfaces. The new treai - 
menl blocks the receptors and prevents the stimulating 
effect. First results arc encouraging, though doctors stress it 
will be some time before die treatment may Ik* m wide u-c. 

Small -cel I lung cancer kills nearly I0.CKJD [jeople every 
year in the United Kingdom alone. Unfortunately the dis- 
ease is usually not diagnosed until it is too late for surgery 
to he effective. Chemotherapy is very effective at first, con- 
siderably prolonging the patient's life by killing nearly all 
the cancer cells. But. according to Professor John Simfh nf 
the U.K. Imperial Cancer Research Fund’s (ICR I •') London 
laboratories, small-cell lung cancer usually returns. 

‘To our enormous frustration." says Professor Smyth, 
"within a matter of one or two years the disease usiadlv 
comes back. And when it recurs it's usually resistant lo the 
treatment previously used. It is a very rapidly dividing can- 
cer. and it has this ability to modify its own behaviour to 
outwit us. We hope (his new approach will act lo suppress 
the rc-emcrgencc of this cancer. 

Wc plan lo use conventional treatment first, to get rid of 
the bulk of the cancer, and then wc envisage patients being 
on the new treatment for long periods of time." 

The new treatment has been developed bv Dr. Enrique 
Rozengurt of the ICRF. It is based on work that began in his 
laboratory about fifteen years ago. Says Dr. Riv.cn curt; 
“We discovered that a group of hormones, neuropeptides, 
arc an important class nf growth factors, hormones that 
stimulate cells to multiply. The cancer cells m small -cel I 
lung cancer produce high levels of these neuropeptides so 
that the cancer cells stimulate themselves to grow and 
divide abnormally. In fact the cells produce and respond in 
this way to many different neuropeptides." 

The strategy developed by Enrique Ro/enguri is to block 
the effects of the neuropeptides, and so to snip the cancer 
cells stimulating themselves. In order to block tlic effects of 
the neuropeptides, he first had to discover how thev stimu- 


late cancer cells. The neuropeptides attach themselves to 
receptors and alter the shape of the receptors. This is what 
induces cell division. 

Says Dr. Ro/cneun: "What we have developed are mole- 
cules. other peptides, which will block the receptors and 
slop neuropeptides getting into them but which don't cause 
an> change in shape and so don't make the cells divide. So 
this stops the cells stimulating themselves and they are not 
ahle ro grow in presence of this neuropeptide antagonist, as 
it’s called, in the growth medium" 

Tests in cell cultures and on mice have shown the treat- 
ment stops cells growing and dividing and that cancer* dn 
not become resistant to it. What is uncertain at present is 
whether it will actually kill the cells or whether treatment 
wi ! I have to be taken for life, to keep the cancer under con- 
trol without killing it. 

"At the moment", says Dr. RozengurL “it’s probably pre- 
mature ro say whether it ivjj| be necessary to take the drug 
lor a long time, but that is the way wc are thinking at the 
moment. It’s very likely that it will he needed for a long 
peri* «d ot time. But it should lx* stressed that the neuropep- 
tides are also survival Factors, so the treatment will kill 
some cancer cells at least. However, some will re moil) and 
ui.il.c it necessary to continue the treatment for long peri- 
ods of time." 

Like some other new cancer treatments now being devel- 
oped, this one may eventually help to allow patients to live 
normal lifespans with their cancers under control, but 
without completely eliminating them. The Phase I trials on 
human patients which began in February 1996 are intended 
to discover how best 10 give the treatment, in what form 
and what doscage. and to reveal anv unacceptable side* 
effects. 

It is also essential to make sure that the treatment won't 
block ihe normal, necessary effects of neuropeptides on 
normal, non -cancerous culls. Tests so far suggest that 
malignant cells are so much more sensitive to the treatment 
than normal cells that it will be possible to block their 
growth without seriously affecting normal cells. 

The next step will be Phase II trials to see if the treatment 
offers real advantages over existing treatments. Only if it 
docs will it go on. hopefully in three or four years. 10 full- 
scale trials and then to widespread use. By then the same 
treai mem may have proved itself valuable against other 
cancers. It is showing promise against tumours of the colon 
and pancreas — London Press Service. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. Gccsc 

2. Kiwi 

3. No. face downwards. On hK back, he is supine. (If vou 
have trouble remembering it. think of Hm: Sprue on 'the 
ground, supmcl 

4. No. despite the old caiehphrase. 

5. No. rabies, Lockjaw is tetanus. 
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Prince Hassan: It is surely our task for the new millennium 
to find ways of promoting the politics of the middle ground 


■ Following is the full text of 
a lecture His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Al Has- 
san Ben Talal delivered on 
Oct. 29. 1996, at the 
Bohemiae Foundation ■ in 
Prague, the Czech Repub- 
lic: 

This is my first visit to the 
Czech Republic. I sincerely 
hope it will be the first of 
many, and I would like at 
the outset to thank Presi- 
dent Havel for his invita- 
tion, and Prince 
Schwarzenberg and the 
Bohemiae Foundation for 
organising this occasion. 

Like all visitors to 
Prague, I have been quite 
overwhelmed by its beauty. 
Anyone who has stood 
upon Karlov Bridge and 
watched, the swans of the 
Vltava has felt a connection 
to the eternal. In the words 
of the great Czech Milan 
Kundera: 

“The river flowed from 
century to century, and 
human affairs play them- 
selves out on its banks. Play 
themselves our to be forgot- 
ten the next day, while the 
river flows on." 

This feeling of humility 
before nature is familiar to 
Jordanians, who experience 
a 'similar sensation beneath 
the infinite sky of the 
desert. But this is by no 
means all that Czechs and 
Jordanians have in com- 
mon. ... I would like to give 
you an outline of what we 
in Jordan seek and stand 
for, by exploring some of 
the things our two countries 
share. 

The first important area of 
commonality is historical 
experience. From 1948 to 
1989, the Czech people 
endured die ravages of 
totalitarian rule. But in a 
historic act of self-affirma- 
tion, at a time when history 
itself-seeraed to be speeding 
up, you freed yourselves 
from the shackles of totali- 
tarianism and charted a new 
course in the worid. 

Ih the Middle East, it has 
been the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict that shackled our peo- 
ples, our vision, our cre- 
ative drive. My region has 
experienced a major war in 
every decade since 1948. 
Conflict has indeed been a 
kind of totalitarianism, for 
it filtered through in eveiy 
aspect of our lives. It pre- 
vented us from developing 
in a normal and healthy 
way, stunting our growth 
and sapping our resources. 
The division of fear and 
mistrust it caused led both 
sides to develop a fortress 
mentality. 

Arabs and Israelis alike 
would say that they wanted 
nothing more than to live in 
peace, but it was a curious 
notion of peace that exclud- 
ed the other. They would 
aver that their only objec- 
tive was security, but it was 
a strange concept of securi- 
ty that depended upon the 
stockpiling of ever greater 
arsenals of lethal weaponry. 



However, at the begin- 
ning of this decade, we in 
the Middle East decided 
that we had had enough. We 
began to chan for ourselves 
a new course: a course of 
reconciliation. 

The peace process that 
commenced in Madrid five 
years ago marked a new 
phase in the region's histo- 
ry. The Oslo accords 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis were an enor- 
mous psychological break- 
through, because their clash 
of competing nationalisms 
over the same territory has 
always been the hean of the 
conflict By recognising 
each other and each other's 
rights to exisL they opened 
the way for a radical trans- 
formation in the conduct of 
regional affairs. 

Jordan and Israel con- 
cluded a treaty of peace in 
1994. Although this was a 
momentous achievements, 
reversing the course of his- 
tory in our countries, it 
must be seen within the 
overall context of the quest 
for a comprehensive, just 
• and lasting peace through- 
out' the entire region. The 
obstacles to peace that are 
experienced along the way 
must be seen within the 
same context. There have 
always been setbacks. But 
for Israel and the Arabs 
alike, there is no viable 
alternative. Peace making 
must go on. Peace building 
must be stepped up. 

It could therefore be said 
that both the Czech Repub- 
lic and Jordan have recently 
emerged from a long-stand- 
ing condition that was often 
thought unchangeable, into 
a new era for which we 
have few precedents. For 
both of our peoples, this is a 
time of transition, and a 
sense of dislocation. 

Just as many in the Czech 
Republic have had 
moments of doubt about 
their new course, moments 
of frustration and impa- 
tience, so have we in the 
Middle East, particularly 
when setbacks do occur. 
And just as Czechs have on 
occasion felt something 
akin to nostalgia for the cer- 
tainties of the old days, so 
have we in Jordan some- 


times missed the simplicity 
of having clearly defined 
enemies on whom to blame 
all our problems. 

But in both our cases, the 
hesitation is momentary. 
For we both know deep 
within ourselves that the 
ways of the past did not 
work. We both realise that 
new ways are needed if we 
are to enjoy a better future. 
And new ways are what we 
are both discovering. 

This leads me to the sec- 
ond major area of common- 
ality between my country 
and yours. It lies within the 
sphere of what we might 
call our basic philosophy, 
or fundamental world view. 
This, I believe, is largely 
shaped by our physical cir- 
cumstances. 

Allow me to elaborate for 
a moment. Neither of our 
countries is large in terms 
of land mass or population. 
Neither is an economic 
giant, or a major military 
power. 

And yet both Jordan and 
the Czech Republic are 
located at a highly signifi- 
cant crossroads. Jordan is at 
the heart of the Middle 
East, itself the meeting 
point of three continents. 
Likewise, the Czech lands 
are at the hean of Europe. 
For both of our countries, 
this centrality has meant a 
very active involvement in 
the unfolding of history. 

Czechs have witnessed 
time and again the playing 
our of European destiny 
upon their soil. The legacies 
of Munich and Yalta loom 
large in your history. Wars 
and rivalries that were not 
of your making impacted 
directly upon your fate. 

In the same way. Jordani- 
ans have been compelled by 
the facts of geography and 
geopolitics to participate in 
conflicts we did not cause. 
We have been obliged to 
host three major waves of 
refugees from war in the 
region — in I94S, 1967 and 
1991. Our population today 
is thus double what ir would 
have been without conflict. 
We can only speculate as to 
its negative effects upon 
our economy. 

But it would seem that 
being a small nation in the 


hean of a volatile region 
inclines one towards mod- 
eration and the middle 
ground. For both of our 
basic philosophies attach 
great importance to open 
dialogue. to peaceful 
accommodation and to the 
cardinal principle of toler- 
ance. This is more than a 
posture or a stance; it is a 
habit of mind, a way of 
doing things. It is the 
essence of the Czech and 
Jordanian temperaments. 

We in Jordan admired 
from a distance the non- 
violent revolution of 
Czechoslovakia against 
totalitarian rule; but per- 
haps even more, we 
admired the calm and digni- 
fied separation of the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. For 
two nations so peacefully to 
determine their future is 
indeed a rarity in a post- 
cold war world that has at 
times looked like unravel- 
ling into a spiral of terror. 
And as the Czech people 
proceed along the path of 
democracy, they continue 
to set an example to us all. 
For you are successfully 
building social and political 
structures within which 
diversity can flourish. You 
are tackling national prob- 
lems through rational com- 
promise and conciliation. 
The search for moral solu- 
tions, for the middle ground 
or terra media, and for unity 
in diversity, is the funda- 
mental frame of reference 
in this country'. 

This frame of reference is 
encapsulated in the writings 
of President Havel. I 
remember so well his New 
Year address to the nation 
in the heady winter of 
19S9-90. I can assure you 
that his words resonated in 
my country when he said: 

"Masaryk based his poli- 
tics on morality. Let us try, 
in a new time and in a new 
way, to restore this concept 
of politics— Let us teach 
ourselves and others that 
politics can be not simply 
the art of the possible, espe- 
cially if this means the art 
of speculation, calculation, 
intrigue, secret deals and 
pragmatic manoeuvring, 
but chat it can also be the art 
of the impossible, that is. 
the an of improving our- 
selves and the world." 

In his dedication to 
human and ethical issues, in 
his insistence upon the non- 
ultimacy of economic and 
political factors. President 
Havel is indeed restoring a 
moral and a spiritual 
dimension to the conduct of 
international affairs. In this, 
he does no more than 
embody the deep values of 
the nation he represents. 

1 would like to think that 
Jordan has contributed to 
the same process, has stood 
for the same values. Diver- 
sity is a fact of our lives. 
Nevertheless, a spirit of 
peaceful co-existence and 
tolerance has always char- 
acterised our country, 
accounting in large part for 


our long record of stability. 

Through all the turmoil of 
the twentieth century, Jor- 
dan has never succumbed to 
radical politics. It has chart- 


“J But it would seem 
that being a small 
nation in the heart 
of a volatile region 
inclines one 

towards modera- 
tion and the mid- 
dle ground. For 
both of our basic 
philosophies 
attach great 
importance to 
open dialogue, to 
peaceful accom- 
modation and to 
the cardinal prin- 
ciple of tolerance.” 


ed a consistently moderate 
and centrist course. This is 
reflected in our human 
rights record, which is sec- 
ond to none in the region; 
and it has been enhanced by 
our democratisation 

process. Operating under 
constitutional guarantees of 
pluralism, Jordanian politi- 
cal trends are fully repre- 
sented by parties which 
operate without govern- 
ment interference, and take 
part in regular free elec- 
tions. The process has been 
facilitated by the existence 
of a vibrant civil society, 
both in terms of traditional 
formations such as the 
tribe, and in terms of more 
modem formations such as 
community development 
groups, charitable organisa- 
tions' and professional asso- 
ciations. 

The basis of the Jordanian 
world-view is the ongoing 
willingness of all our citi- 
zens to engage in dialogue. 
This stems from our Islam- 
ic heritage, which com- 
mands dialogue, both with- 
in a community and with 
other, different communi- 
ties. 

The Jordanian world- 
view is also underpinned by 
an abiding concern with the 
humanitarian dimension. 
As a country that has wit- 
nessed so much suffering at 
first band. Jordan considers 
it a matter of the utmost 
importance to alleviate the 
suffering of others. More 
than a decade ago, I stood 
before the United Nations 
General Assembly and 

called on behalf of ray 
country for a New 

International Humanitarian 
Order. That led to the estab- 
lishment of the Independent 
Commission on 

International Humanitarian 
Issues, which I had the 
privilege of chairing. 


But a New International 
Humanitarian Order has not 
come into being: and the 
reports of the Commission 
have largely gone unheed- 
ed. As we see the horrific 
consequences of humani- 
ty’s struggle against itself 
and against nature in the 
Balkans, in Rwanda and 
elsewhere across the world, 
we feel more than ever that 
fundamental changes are 
needed if a global catastro- 
phe is to be averted. We 
will continue to do our 
utmost to bring about such 
changes, in concert with 
nations such as yours which 
share the same fimdamental 
values. 

So I would say that while 
the Czech Republic and 
Jordan ore small countries, 
we have earned a certain 
amount of moral authority 
through our intellectual 
dedication and practical 
contributions to the ideals 
of peace, tolerance and 
understanding. If this is 
indeed a function of our 
size and geopolitical cir- 
cumstances, then I would 
cite with approval E.F. 
Schumacher's famous dic- 
tum. small is beautiful. 

Small and beautiful coun- 
tries such as our own are 
likely to have comparable 
aspirations and objectives 
for the future. I would like 
now to consider these, 
which form the third and 
final area of commonality 
between our nations and to 
identify on this basis some 
possible areas of dialogue 
and cooperation. 

The most obvious area of 
overlap is economic. The 
Czech Republic has trav- 
elled far along the road of 
transformation from a com- 
mand to a free market econ- 
omy — not without strains, 
but successfully. Likewise, 
we in Jordan have imple- 
mented economic and regu- 
latory reforms oyer the 
course of the decade that 
have earned the approval of 
the IMF and World Bank. 
The process has also caused 
social strains. It has 
required considerable sacri- 
fices of our people, but we 
are persevering with it, 
because we are convinced 
that it is in the long-term 
good. At the same time, we 
are developing an industrial 
policy that aims to turn our 
country into a more eco- 
nomically productive mem- 
ber of the international 
community. There is no 
doubt that Jordan can bene- 
fit enormously from, your 
experience in these areas, 
and I hope that a dialogue 
between our countries can 
be initiated on the issues 
involved. 

There is a wider-reaching 
area of communality, how- 
ever, and this concents our 
place on the regional and 
global stages. The Czech 
Republic is striving to be 
part of a pan-European 
order of inter-dependence 
and inter-connection, com- 
plete with a corporate iden- 


tity, regional discourse, and 
mechanisms of dialogue, 
security and cooperation. 

We in Jordan fully under- 
stand this aspiration, for we 
are working to establish 
regional structures with 
similar characteristics in the 
Middle East. Our objective 
is to facilitate the process of 
mutual understanding and 
tolerant co-existence, and 
to promote standards of 
peaceful international 
behaviours. We therefore 
seek not an exclusive 
alliance aimed at a common 
threat, but rather an inclu- 
sive grouping aimed at 
reducing tensions and creat- 
ing norms of reconciliation. 

We have long called for 
structures of security and 
cooperation along the lines 
of the CSCE, a model 
whose effectiveness the 
Czech Republic can vouch 
for. We want to institution- 
alise regional consultation 
on issues of mutual con- 
cern; we want to develop 
fora in which to address the 
problems of the region in a 
low-kev, international 
idiom. At present, the 
region tends more to crisis 
management than dialogue. 
We meet when we have 
something to discuss. What 
we want is to discuss some- 
thing every time we meet. 

The first step in such a 
process would be to articu- 
late a Code of Conduct 
specifying the rights and 
obligations entailed in 
being part of the region. 
These simple but obligatory 
ground rules might include 
respect for national borders, 
rejection of violence, coop- 
eration on security and eco- 
nomic matters, democrati- 
sation .and respect for 
human rights. It has been 
widely acknowledged, 
among others by Henry 
Kissinger, that the existence 
of such a code was impor- 
tant to the success of the 
Helsinki process. 

Some pointers for the 
future can be found in the 
Barcelona Declaration, 
which has been approved 
throughout the region. The 
Declaration includes a 
Code of Conduct contain- 
ing similar norms to those I 
have suggested. Indeed, it 
may be that in the very act 
of defining its relationship 
with Europe, the region will 
develop a clearer sense of 
its own identity. The same 
applies to international 
security organisations. With 
this in mind. Jordan partici- 
pates in apolitical and secu- 
rity dialogue with NATO, 
has been proposed for 
observer status at the 
OSCE, and is aiming for 
parliamentary observer sta- 
tus in the NAA. 

I am sure that Czech 
experts have put in a great 
deal of thinking on ques- 
tions of this sort. It would 
be extremely fruitful for us 
to engage in dialogue on 
these issues, which will 
after all shape for next mil- 
lennium. 


In this respect, it could be 
said that our countries are at 
the forefront of the devel- 
opment of a new global 
political culture. Despite all 
oui; hopes, the post-cold 
war world is not yet one of 
mutual respect, tolerance 
and peace. It is surely our 
task for the new millennium 
to find ways of promoting 
the politics of the middle 
ground. If we can create a 
dynamic international net- 
work of countries which 
subscribe to these norms, 
we can together exert posi- 
tive pressure in their favour. 

We should take courage 
from the fact that we are not 
alone. The number of such 
countries is not small. 1 
would like in this context to 
cite the words of Irish Pres- 
ident Mary Robinson, who 
along President Havel is a 
tireless champion of these 
views. She said: 

“I suggest that we need — 
and will continue to need as 
we move into the next cen- 
tury — a sense of human 
solidarity at the global level 
going beyond mere legiti- 
macy: a concern for the 
weak, the excluded and the 
powerless commensurate 
with the increasing integra- 
tion of our world.” 

Only if countries such as 
ours work together can we 
bring these values and 
norms to the conduct of 
affairs both within and 
between states. Only thus 
will we have a real chance 
to change the course of 
international politics. 

Dear friends. Prime Min- 
ister Vaclav Klaus, address- 
ing this very foundation last 
May. summarised the 
Czech perspective in the 
following terms: 

“We are a small country, 
we are a Central European 
country, we are a post-com- 
munist country, we are a 
civic country, we are an 
individualistic country and 
we are a pragmatic coun- 
try." While Jordan cannot 
claim ro be Central Euro- 
pean or post-communist, 
we identify strongly with 
the other components of the 
Czech vision. 

It is clear, then, that Jor- 
dan and the Czech Republic 
already share commonali- 
ties in many areas. We are 
small states in volatile 
regions, passing through 
political and economic tran- 
sitions. We are countries 
which face questions of 
regional inter-dependence 
and cooperation. We are. 
above all, nations which 
practice the politics of the 
middle ground. 

It should now be our 
objective to expand these 
commonalities. It is time to 
turn from the theoretical to 
the practical. It is time to 
identify areas for fruitful 
dialogue and cooperation in 
which we can be of mutual 
benefit on every level. I feel 
confident that the task will 
be both pleasant and pro- 
ductive. 
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Debate on electoral law 


\? 


(Continued from page 1) 
embryonic Jordanian dem-ocra- 
cy." 

In the past weeks, observers 
have pointed out that, under [he 
current regulation. Amman’s six 
electoral districts elect 21 
deputies in the 80- member Par- 
liament. but hold 38 per cent of 
the country’s population. On the 
: other hand, other less populated 
govemaioratcs, like Karak, Mad- 
aba, Tafiteh and Ma’an, are over- 
represented. critics argue. 

In this regard, irony have 
' called for a re-allocation of (he 
seals according to the number of 
voters in each district and the 
density of population therein, 
while others have forwarded his- 
toric and social reasons to main- 
tain the status quo, though with 
some "adjustment.” 

“I would rather raise the num- 
ber of deputies from 80 to J 00, 
and give each voter two prefer- 
ences, so that he/she could use 
die first for the candidate of 
his/her tribe and the second for 
the r^ndidare he/shc feel more 
appropriate from a political point 
of view " Mr. Rawabdeh said, 
adding that minority seats pro- 
vide a way to grant ethnic and 
religious minorities a representa- 
tion. " 


Responding to Mr. Rawabdeh, 
the vice-president of the Arab 
Organisation for Human Rights, 
political scientist Labib 
Kamhawi. declared that 
“nobody can claim that the Jor- 
danian people cannot handle 
democracy." He called for the 
implementation of the 1992 
National Charter and the estab- 
lishment of a commission to draft 
an electoral law to be submitted 
for national approval through a 
referendum. 

The issue of minority seats, 
together with the possibility of 
introducing a quota for women 
recently floating in some political 
circles, dominated the debate 
during the afternoon session. 
The guest-speakers’ contribu- 
tions suggested that, in the pres- 
ence of a proportional represen- 
tation system, where [he percent- 
age of vexes obtained by each 
party or grouping is truthfully 
translated in the percentage of 
parliamentary seats, -“minorities 
are automatically represented 
without seats being reserved to 
them." 

“Minority seats are a tree ride." 
said democratisation and consti- 
tutional design expert Andrew 
Reynolds, from the Oslo-based 
International Institute for 


Democracy and Electoral Assis- 
tance. 

Presenting a lecture entitled: 
“Choosing an Electoral System: 
Lessons from Southern Africa." 
Dr. Reynolds, who served as 
consultant for the United 
Nations and host countries on 
questions of electoral system 
design in South Africa, Malawi, 
Sierra Leone and Fiji, said that a 
proportional representation sys- 
tem, though presenting some dis- 
advantages. has in itself incen- 
tives for the represeniation of 
minorities. 

Political parties, for example. 
Dr. Reynolds said, will naturally 
put women in their candidates 
list to win tbe female electorate, 
while women activists Amal 
Neffah and Zulefldia Abu Risheh 
complained that the current one- 
person. one-vote system has de 
facto relegated women to a sec- 
ondary role on the political arena 
and called for a “more just and 
proportional system." The semi- 
nar’s programme for Thursday 
includes a lecture by Norway’s 
Bemr Aardal on “Represemativi- 
ty versus Legitimacy” Later in 
the morning. Director of the Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies Mustafa 
Hamameh. Egyptian political 
scientist Sa’deddin Ibrahim, 
together with Mr. Elklit. Mr. 
Aardal and Ml Reynolds will 
give their concluding remarks. 


Crown Prince 

(Continued from page 1.) 

learning, St. Charles Uni- 
versity. He also gave inter- 
views to the press and tele- 
vision, which were keen to 
learn from him about the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East and his 
involvement in efforts to 
fight for humanitarian caus- 
es and against all forms of 
discrimination and stereo- 
typing. 

During those activities. 
Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for the two stable, 
democratising countries to 
work together in the fields 
of conflict resolution, inter- 
cultural cooperation and 
economic development. His 
basic message was that the 
Czech Republic, being a 
leading candidate for full- 
fledged membership in the 
European Union (EU) and 
North ~ Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO’) (oth- 
erwise known as Euro- 
Atlanticism), and Jordan, 
which is moving towards 
partnership with the Euro- 
peans and association with 
NATO, can work together 
within the two frameworks 
which provide two overlap- 


ping and complementary 
circles of cooperation. 
Therefore, joint efforts can 
and should start in the dif- 
ferent dimensions without 
awaiting the final member- 
ship of the Czech Republic 
in Lbe EU and NATO. 

President Havel, at a 
press conference he held 
jointly with the Crown 
Prince on Tuesday, 
responded positively to 
these ideas. “And the two 
sides have already begun 
ihe search for tbe right tools 
and mechanisms with 
which to achieve these 
goals," a senior aide to the 
Crown Prince said. ‘Tech- 
nical delegations have 
already started meetings to 
hammer out details.” 

In an interview with the 
Czech Martin of Tieden 
magazine, Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan would like 
to see an end to the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people and 
Iraq standing up “on its 
own feet". 

The Crown Prince reiter- 
ated Jordan’s consistent 
support for the Palestinians 
and their full right to set up 
their state on their national 
soil. 

Prince Hassan warned 
that the causes of extrem- 


ism could nor be attributed 
only to extremists them- 
selves but to the root causes 
that fuel extremism. These 
causes, he said, must be 
completely eliminated and 
that it was not true that the 
term “Islam" had become 
linked to extremism and 
terrorism. 

He added that the Arab 
World was ready to 
resume negotiations with 
Israel in order to attain a 
just, durable and compre- 
hensive peace. He noted 
that Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad had said, in 
a recent interview with 
Cable News Network, that 
he was ready to resume 
negotiations with Israel. 

In reply to a question on a 
future Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian relations, the Crown 
Prince said: “We should 
first transcend this interim, 
and His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s visit to Jericho is a 
clear sign for Jordan’s sup- 
port for the Palestinians and 
for their leadership. Con- 
federation is linked with the 
will of ihe two peoples.” 

Prince Hassan called for 
removing the distortion that 
associates Islam with ter- 
rorism. violence and 
extremism, pointing out to 


civil disputes taking place 
in Ireland and the dispute 
in Afghanistan which have 
ethnic dimensions and have 
nothing to do with religion. 

He also called for involv- 
ing ethics in political work 
and adopting a basis for 
action hinged on morality, 
and separating that from 
pure political action. 

President Havel told the 
Crown Prince on Tuesday 
that there were qualified 
national companies which 
were willing to work in 
Jordan and the Middle East. 

The prime minister, and 
Minister of Trade and 
Industry Vladimir Dlouhy. 
with whom Prince Hassan 
met separately yesterday, 
also expressed their coun- 
try’s interest in promoting 
economic trade ties with 
Jordan. 

Currently the Kingdom's 
imports from the Czech 
republic stand at around 
only $3.50 million, while 
Jordan exports less than a 
$ 1 .00 m ill ion worth of 
goods, mainly pharmaceuti- 
cals, to the Republic, 

The minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Khaled 
Madadha. on Tuesday 
signed a cultural, educa- 
tional and youth agreement 


with his Czech counterpart. 

The minister of culture, 
on whose behalf Mr. 
Madadha signed, was 
unable to come to Prague 
for the ceremony due to 
other travel plans he was 
making. 

The accord signed is in 
effect in implementation of 
an agreement signed 
between Jordan and the for- 
mer Czechoslovakia in 
1978. stipulating exchange 
of scholarships, youth 
activities and educational 
programmes. 


Settlers 

(Continued on page 7) 
lence. In a foretaste of possi- 
ble trouble to come, a group of 
settlers assaulted senior Pales- 
tinian officials who visited the 
city on Tuesday, calling them 
murderers and terrorists and 
forcing soldiers to intervene. 

Press reports said police had 
already drawn up a list of 
right-wing activists to be 
barred from Hebron prior to 
an eventual redeployment and 
some leading militants were 
said Wednesday to have 
already gone underground to 
escape the dragnet, including 
former Kach chief Baruch 
Marzei. 
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Arab Gulf states reap 
rewards of surging oil prices 


ABU DHABI 1 AFP) — A 
surge in oil prices has 
brought Arab Gulf produc- 
ers enough earnings this 
year to eliminate a projected 
deficit in (heir budgets and 
invigorate their economies, 
bankers have said. 

The si* Gulf Cooperation 
Council tGCC) states, 
which produce nearly one 
fifth of global crude sup- 
plies. earned an estimated 
S59 billion from crude 
exports in the first nine 
months of 1 996. the bankers 
said. 

The revenues are between 
S9 billion and S 1 5 billion 
higher than the level fore- 
cast by the six countries in 
their annual budge Ls. 

"Gulf states generally 
assume an oil price of S 1-4- 
516 in their annual budgets 
but prices have averaged 


around 519 for most Gulf 
crudes during the first nine 
months of this year." a 
Riyadh-based banker told 
AFP. 

"This means the combined 
revenues of the six members 
have exceeded (heir projec- 
tions by between $9 billion 
and 15 billion. This is 
enough to shore up the bud- 
get deficit, which was esti- 
mated at S9 billion." 

Oil prices over the past 
few weeks exceeded the S2I 
benchmark long sought by 
the Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exportinc Countries 
(OPEC). 

They have remained firm 
throughout the year because 
of a sharp decline in the 
crude stocks of industrial 
countries and the delay in 
the resumption of Iraqi sup- 
plies under an oil-fnr-food 


agreement with the United 
Nations. 

Up to the end of Septem- 
ber. the price of OPEC's 
basket of seven crudes aver- 
aged around S19.2 and it is 
expected to remain strong 
until the end of the year 
because of an increase in 
seasonal demand in the last 
quarter. The level is the 
highest average price in 
nearly 14 years. 

“Some GCC members 
will likely cam enough to 
remove their budget deficit 
and record surpluses given 
their large oil exports." a 
Saudi banker said. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 

top oil supplier, produces 
around eight million barrels 
per day ibpdj of the CiCC's 
total output of nearly >3.5 
million bpd. Its crude 
exports arc estimated at 


around 6.5 million bpd. 

Buoyed by die high oil 
price. Riyadh last month 
paid outstanding dues to 
thousands of its contractors 
and expens said this would 
support the economy. 

"Payments to those con- 
tractors mean they will have 
more liquidity. This will 
definitely have u strong pos- 
itive impact on business in 
general and consequently 
boost the economy," an eco- 
nomic expert said. 

Saudi Arabia earned above 
its budget projections last 
year due (o an improvement 
in crude prices, but the 
shonfall persisted as it 
boosted expenditure and 
used pan of the excess 
income to replenish reserves 
severely weakened by Gulf 
war costs. 


U.N. internal audits find 


overpayments, fraud 


UNITED 
(AFP) — 
by U.N. 
uncovered 


NATIONS 
Internal audits 
officials have 
overpayments 
to staff totalling millions 
of dollars and some evi- 
dence of fraud, the top 
U.N. administrative 

watchdog said Tuesday. 

But in his annual report 
to the UN. General 
Assembly, under secre- 
tary-general for Internal 
Oversight Services. Karl 
Paschke. said the United 
Nations had been largely 
successful in recovering 
the funds. 

The report, which also 
detailed unnecessary pur- 
chases by procurement 
authorities. . said that 
between July 1 , 1 995 and 
June 50. 1996 a total of 
$12 million had been 
identified as potential 
recoveries and savings. 

And of that, a total of S9 
million had been realised. 

He only referred briefly 
to the most serious case of 
fraud to be uncovered this 
year at the U.N. Confer- 
ence on Trade and Devel- 
opment in Geneva. 


Mr. Paschke said the 
investigation into a senior 
staffer's alleged diversion 
of funds was continuing. 

The official, an Ameri- 
can national, is suspected 
of fraudulently diverting 
daily allowances and trav- 
elling expenses to the tune 
of af least S600.000 since 
1991. 

Other examples men- 
tioned in the report includ- 
ed a case involving some 
staff members in Haiti 
who were claiming bene- 
fits to which they were not 
entitled, which resulted in 
disciplinary action. Mr. 
Paschke said. 

The report also detailed 
many cases of overpay- 
ment to staff- on peace- 
keeping missions totalling 
“hundreds of thousands of 
dollars." although he did 
not suggest that the prac- 
tice was fraudulent. 


Staff working for the 


U.N. Iraq-Kuwait observ- 
er mission were currently 
repaying an estimated 
5S44.000 in overpay- 
ments made since 1 993. 

Rental subsidies of the 


U.N. Centre for Human 
Settlement were criticised, 
with one staff member 
having a monthly rent 
allowance overpaid by 
S2.500 over several years 
— totalling SI 50.000 . 

In another cose, “a staff 
member wax paid rental 
subsidy at rales applicable 
to a lease agreement for a 
New York apartment even 
after taking residence on 
another continent." 

That cost the inter- 
national body 533.000 
over a three-year period. 

Among other notable 
anomalies mentioned in 
the report: 

— Fifteen guards were 
hired for the detention 
facilities of the 
international tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia in 
the Hague — more than 
six months before the first 
detainee arrived and 
before the building was 
ready. 

containers of 
food rations, 
be fit for con- 
sumption in 1994. were 
stored in the blazing sun 


in Kigali as a protective 
barrier around the offices 
of the U.N. special repre- 
sentative for Rwanda. 

The United Nations had 
to spend S40.00fi to have 
the food destroyed. 


! REUTERS 
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US Dollar 

. 

1.5095 

0.6128 

1,2512 

113.88 

1.3410 

1513.30 

1.6928 

5.0967 

DE Murk 

0.65Z5 

- 

0,4055 

0 . 8^1 

75^8 

0.8878 

1002.45 

1.1218 

3.3768 

GB Sicrlllnj; 

1.6318 


- 

2.0441 

185.60 

2.1882 

2469.40 

2.7623 

8.3168 

CH Frunc 

0.7992 

120.43 

0.4886 

-• 

914)2 

1.0698 

1206.51 

135.22 

4.0658 

JF Yen 

0.0088 

1.3239 

0.5371 

1.0984 

- 

1.1760 

13.30 

148.50 

44694 

CA Dollar 

0.7457 

1.1404 

0.4659 

0.9396 

1.18 


1137.56 

12794 

3.8550 

IT Urn 

0.0007 

0.9947 

0^4036 

0.0825 

1332.62 

0.8836 

- 

11.16 

3J583 

NL Guilder 

0.5907 

80.10 

0JB16 

73.97 

67.25 

0.7917 

895.02 


3.0087 

FR Franc 

0.1962 

0.2961 

0.1201 

24.5651 

22.33 

0.2630 

33.21 

33.2100 
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Mid-East Currencies 









■sa 

Brent 

23.70 

23.95 


SA Ri>*ul 

0.2666 

0.4027 

0.16341 

0.33395 

30.4053 

IV. Tcuv 

24.05 

24.10 


AE Dirham 

02724 

0.41144 

0.16694 

0.34116 

31.0627 

Bonv 

23.70 

23.95 


KW Dinar 

3.3400 

5.04541 

2.04666 

4.18235 

380.807 

Dubai 

21.37 

21.75 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.00641 

1.62549 

3.32226 

302.48 

UL Ca% 

225.00 

223.00 


CY PtiuntJ 

2.1688 

3.2733 

1.3279 

2.71 57 

247.025 1 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bill) 


Bid (Offer 


Cold (iu'i) 

Si h er ( 117 S) 
Platinum <iiz’sj 
AL p Months) 
CU P Months) 
Zinc P Months) I 
Lead P Months)] 
N1 p Months) 


379.9 

4.83 

380.fi 

1428 

1949 

1DS1 

747. 

7330 


380.4 
4.85 

381.5 
1429 
1950 
1055 
748 

7340 


USD 

S22 

5.35 

5.46 

5.37 

5.65 

GBP 

6.09 

5.91 

6.00 

6.15 

6.34 

JPY 

0.32 

0.34 

0.38 

0.43 • 

0.47 

DEM 

3.01 

2.97 

3.00 

2.97 

3.12 

FRF 

3-25 

3.35 

3.44 

3.S0 

3.56 

CHF 

1.62 

1.72 

'1.75 

1.68 

1.84 

ITL 

7.78 

7.62 

7.37 

7.21 

7.18 


Energy 


JOD Cross Rates 





ColTcc fc/lliO 

122.5 

Sput 

Cucna (S/rnn) 

1429 

.Nfltil 

Sugar (S/itm) 

322.6 

Sp«l 

Wheal (S/lun) 

1G0 

Sput 

Suva (c/ll>«) 

21.9 

Spill 

Tea (vtfi/kK) 

117 

Kp>U 

Barley (SJUih) 

2.19 

Sput 

Rice (S/fon) 

470 

Spill 


US Dollar 
GB Su- riling 
DE Murk 
CI1 Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


0.708 

0.710 

1.1395 

1.1452 

0.469 

0.47 1 3 

0.5647 

0.5675 

0.13 B5 

0.1392 

0.6197 

0.6228 

0.4181 

0.4202 

0.4652 

04675 


■ Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Sharp turn 
4 Oriental maid 
8 Stag 

12 “Much — About 
Nothing" 

13 Aulhentic 

15 Province 

1 6 — slop 
1 “ — acid 

(bleaching 

agent) 

1 9 "The King and I" 
setting 

20 Something lo 
read in a 
snowstorm? 

23 — de mer 

24 Condition 

25 The Moor ot 
Venice 

29 Compass dir. 

30 Eureka! 

33 Cordelia’s father 

34 Collected 
sayings 

36 Revere 
38 Gives a Mickey 
40 Work unit 

42 Crime 
organization 

43 Estuaries 
45 Flivver 

47 Little girl 

48 Feminine ending 

49 In the manner of 
51 The Thane of 

Glamis 
53 FL city 

55 Wrestling venue 

56 Baseball farce? 

62 Marsh bird 

63 Parhelion 

64 Long time 

66 Preminger 

67 Symphonic 
movement 

68 Foxy 

69 Question word 

70 Russian news 
agency 

71 Driving aid? 
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by Jay Sullivan 


DOWN 

1 Irradiate 

2 Mine entrance 

3 Germanic 
invader 


4 Declaration 

5 Jawbone 

6 Author Paton 

7 Handles 

8 Waste maker 

9 Domingo 
showcase 

10 Genuine 

11 Domesticate 
14 Food choices 
18 Loud noise 

21 Stand out 

22 Vapor 

25 Song of yore 

26 Sea birds 

27 Tugs 

28 "A Chorus Line" 
number 

30 Michael Caine 
film 

31 Crane 

32 Hooded 
35 Curve 

37 "Asa — the 
slaughter' (Bible) 
39 Dignified 
41 Whale group 
44 Knocks dead 


m 

A 1 S i C 

QD 1 

IIQ 

uuu 

a 
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ift'rtiti 
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C 1996 Trrtxifw Uedia Srvms, Inc 
AH ngfrta rowed 


4$ Keeps a tight 
rem on things 
50 Love affair 

52 Ships’ toads: var, 

53 Viny fruit 

54 Otherwise 

56 Something 

unpleasant to eat 


57 Pledge 
53 Tad 

59 Millay or 
Ferber 

60 Whafs toft 

61 Flatfish 
65 American 

humorist 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 1. 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19i Study better methods for 
handling your routine career activities today and employ 
them for excellent results. Be more cooperative with your 
loved ones later this evening so that there will not be any 
difficulties present. 

TAURUS: (April 20 lo May 20) Try to perfect some talent 
you possess today and then it will perform just fine and 
become profitable to you. This evening you will be able to 
complete some important assignment wi^hj’has’been 
[given to you by a bigwig. ‘ '.w’v • 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The situation at home' 
could be perplexing today, so listen to what loved ones arc 
saying and be cooperative with the aid of a fellow associ- 
ate. Later tonight, you will find a romantic location for you 
and your mate to be alone. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You may have 
a slow start in completing an important assignment given 
to you by some bigwig this morning however, perservere. 
Your career activities can work out well later in the day if 
your keep motivated. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You need more monetary 
security at this time, so listen to what a clever fellow asso- 
ciate has to suggest tn you and follow the advice which is 
given. Later this evening will be good for going to some 
special place with loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Know what your 
fellow associate wants of you today. Later this evening be 
more homc-oricntcd and entertain guests who will have 
some fun with those who are important in your life and 
whom you wish to see more of. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Some concern may 


have you confused in the morning today, however, do not 
let any difficulty be pressing on your mind. Forget about 
any difficulties which you may have for the moment and 
go out shopping and visiting. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 1 If you change 
your attitude towards a good friend, today you could regret, 
it later in the days ahead. Get busy at building up yotirj 
income in this time in the eventually you are not able to 
keeb up with’ expenses. .. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to dee'ember 21)' Taking 
any risks with those who have the power over your affairs 
would be unwise at this time. Maintain poise’ in dealing 
with any adverse situation which comes in your direction 
later tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is not 
the right time today to make any changes you have in mind 
concerning your career activities, however, it is fine fori 
having u good time with close friends and your loved ones 
in some fun recreations. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2J to February 19) Responsibilities 
of a practical nature have something puzzling about them 
today, so set them aside for a while and all events later this 
evening will develop into some wonderful opportunities 
for ihe days ahead. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Discuss matters of a 
career oriented nature today with fellow associates until 
you have achieved a harmonious agreement without ill 
will. Later tonight, will he the time to complete any criti- 
cal project which has been put off. 


Birtbslone of November: Topaz — Tiger's Eye. 
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OH, NO. OUR LAST 
GAME Of; THE SEASON 
AND IT 5 A FLT 
BALL TO LUCY f 
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1F SHE CATCHES IT. 
WE WIN? IF SHE 
DROPS IT, WE LOSE ! 
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By Thomas S. Pierson , F Jordan] 2 *! 

Astrologer, Carmll 1 iN iaN «jv 
Righter Foundation ! 




ARIES: (March 21 
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April 19) Don’t hesitate {3 

ctnr* vrtitr wicHac 1 n't like 


state your wishes to others: 

today who are in i posi_! f 1 fai^ |*\ e talks 
- help you »> ga) , in PS^inians. 
sure to' drive * u -’ K 


tion to 
ahead. Be 


an the! 


carefully while 
highway and 
eliminate any" difficult^ 
which may occur, * 
TAURUS: (April 20 to: 
May 20) Yon have ambi- 
tions today which require! 
a different approach ini 
order to realise them. Plan 
how to please your mate 
later this evening with 
some type of compassion- 
ate gesture whichrivili be; 
well- received bjrhim or! 
her. ■ . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
iJune 21) Go further' 
toward gaining the goals 
today which wiQ bringl 
you the greatest amount ofj 
happiness and wealth.! 
Later this evening you can 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates and discuss what! 
options you need to pur- ! 
sue to get duties done. 
MOON CHILDREN': 
(June 22 to July 21) Yotij 
can improve your worldly 
status today by being very! 
active in business and; 
thereby receive the atten- 
tion of a bigwig- Laterj 
tonight can be good for 1 , 
pursuing your career! 
activities with full speed; 
enthusiasm. j 
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LEO: (July 22 to August] 
21) You have some new- 



evening 
spent with close friends ait 
fun activities which every-i 
one will enjoy and pursue! 
with great desire. ! 
VIRGO: (August 22 to! 
September 22) Study into! 
more up-to-date ways! 
today of handling busi-j 
ness affairs and thereby* 
'gain the prestige $n&suc-[ 
jttess you Wive Yor/findj 
'better wdys liter this 
levelling to have fun with 
your mate and plan fotj 
some.romandc location, 
LIBRA: (September 23 loj 
October 22) Plan time toj 
be with a clever fellowj 
associate today who can 
give you wise advice 
which will make you sue-: 
cessful. Be more outgoing] 
with knowledgeable peo-i 
pie and bigwigs so ihatj 
iyou can get advice for 
your career activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Put. 
iaway old methods todayj 
and utilise modem ones; 
and all your activities wilhj 
your career will becomej 
more successful. Later 
this evening will be good; 
for consulting with- 
knowledgeable indivi^'j 
als for u new project. 
SAGITTARIUS: ■ 

(November 22 to Decein-j 
ber 21) You are dynamic: 
today and you can be- 
highly romantic with Ihe} 
one you love so makej 
every effort to please him; 
or her. handle that impor-; 
tarn career matter in ani 
efficient way and thereby- 
{you can strive ro.be sue*; 
icessfuL 

CAPRICORN: ^Decem-- 
hex 22 to January"20) Plan; 
to do something today! \ 
interesting at your abode; 
land delight otbff mem-.i 
bers of your fanuJy. This 
evening can be good for j 
[going out on the town; 
with your loved ones and; 
ipursue fun ’activities; 
[which everyone willj 
jenjov. ’ 

AQUARIUS: (January 211 
to February 19) Gclj 
together with your fclluwj 
associates today and] 
improve your- mutual, 
interests. Don't negleclj 
good relatives who haw) 
been kind to you io-previ-; 
ous days and show 
Iyou (to appreciate their; 
generous support i 
PISCES: (Februaty 20 io\ 
March 20) Do whatever, 
today which givfc ' yoU{ 
greater abundance in the; 
days ahead. Study 
costs well and stay withini 
iyour budget so, that i 
will have extra funds fufi 1 
the lean times' whichj 
could come about. 
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Jordan business tcshy from Israel ties in Cairo summit 


. By Suleiman Ai Khali di 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen say they 
will shun deals with 
Israeli firms at next 
month’s economic sum- 
mit in Cairo if the Jewish 
state fails to make 
progress in peace talks 
with the Palestinians. 
“There are Arab countries 
that we are keen to enter 
into business ventures 
with.. .Israel is not a prior- 
ity because it has no 
desire to make peace," 
Haradi Al Tabaa. head of 
the Jordanian Business- 


men Asssociation, told 
Reuters Wednesday. 

Many say that in the 
absence of tangible 
progress in Middle Bast 
peace talks, Israel could 
find itself isolated by 
Arab businessmen at the 
Nov. 12-14 conference in 
which 85 states and some 
25 international groups 
are due to take part. 

Mr. Tabaa’s remarks 
reflect a widely held sen- 
timent among Jordanian 
businessmen who, 
despite their country’s 
1994 peace deal with 
Israel, are not yet psycho- 
logically ready to do 


Central Bank widens 
liberalisation of currency market 

** IN ORDER to create an active foreign currency lend- 
ing market, the Central Bank of Jordan issued a circular 
to the licensed banks informing them of the following 
decisions: 

1. Reducing the mandatory reserve which the Central 
Bank imposes on foreign currency deposit at the banks 
from 35 per cent to 14 per cent. 

2. The new 14 per cent mandatory reserve on foreign cur- 
rencies will not be earning any interest as is the case with 
the mandatory reserves on the dinar deposits. 

The remove other barriers hindering the inflow and out- 
flow of foreign currencies and to further liberalise the 
monetary market, the Central Bank decided to: 

A) Give the resident Jordanians the same privileges 
granted to non-residents with regard to current payments. 

B) Allow resident individual Jordanians to hold any 
amount of foreign currencies at Jordanian banks in the 
Kingdom without any ceiling. 

C) Allow banks to manage foreign currency investment 
portfolios to residents as is the case in managing the port- 
folios for non-residents. 

To open investment opportunities and widen the door for 
any person holding foreign currency accounts to benefit 
from such opportunities, the Central Bank has authorised 
swap dealings to be conducted by the banks. Under a 
swap arrangement, a client will be able to sell foreign 
currency to a bank for dinars on the spot rate with an 
agreement to purchase the same currency on a forward 
. rare, time desired in the future. 

This m^hWsm' ^^ aUdw&fpra rollover purchase of a 
foreign currency ixwany correction a -client ' chbdses based 
on an agreement with the private bank and without the 
approval of the Central Bank. 

In order to activate the inter-bank market lending the cir- 
cular instructed the banks in that their mandatory 
reserves should not fall below the 80 per cent level of the 
reserves required from each of them. (The reserve should 
be 15 per cent of the deposits). According to the circular, 
banks can utilise the remaining 20 per cent portion as 
they deem necessary on condition that the average bal- 
ance during a specified period be equivalent to the 20 per 
cent level. 

Mufleh Aqel, senior banker at the Arab Bank, hailed the 
I decisions of die Central Bank and described the circular 
(No. 304/96) as a “very big step in the liberalisation poli- 
cies to remove the remaining restrictions that the banking 
system has lived with for Jong rimes.” 

He indicated chat, undoubtedly, such a step will have 
many positive effects on the banking sector and will 
usher in a fundamental modification at the stock 
exchange (Al Ra’i). 
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By Glasbergen 



we’ve saved enough to buy our 
little retirement home in the country. 
Do you prefer a canvas tent or vinyl? 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four oidnary words. 


VOARB 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
£ tv Henri Arnold md NHta Aqjlrton 


■■ 

■j 

ri.ST: 

Si 



CALLI 


TENOPT 


UNDOAR 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. , 


Print answer hem : A [ OF A A J 

(Answers Monday) 

, . . I Jumbles: LARVA SHAKY POISON ENTICE 

aerda! ' 5 | Answer Sometimes a cold call will result in this - 
A HOT SALE 


business witVaeli 
firms and link iture 
deals witb pr 5 . j n 
Israel’s stand <ding 
land for peace. 

Officials say ;r jng 
peace process &jght- 
ened tension in ; gi 0 n 
have placed Ucted 
hurdles before com . 
ing Cairo su the 
third in a seriemmal 
meetings nally 
aimed at -ating 
Israel in th&km^s 
economy. 

The govemirvhich 
predicted a y of 
multi-million-c con- 
tracts at last y sum- 


mit in Amman, is wary of 
raising hopes unrealisti- 
cally again. 

“I believe that we all 
doubt whether the drive 
towards this conference 
will be the same as it was 
in the past, because of the 
situation we are going 
through,” King Hussein 
said Tuesday after talks 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

So far 35 Jordanian 
businessmen have 

enrolled with the organis- 
ers of the summit. 

Last year, Jordan’s pri- 
vate sector submitted a 
package of 137 projects 


worth $1.2 billion to the 
Amman summit It has 
not produced a summit 
wish-list this year, organ- 
isers say. 

In contrast to vocal 
complaints last year by 
hundreds of businessmen 
who were squeezed out 
of the conference, only a 
few seem to be enquiring 
about places in the Cairo 
conference. 

Israel’s protectionist 
policies that Keep a tight 
grip on the lucrative West 
Bank market, a natural 
outlet for Jordanian busi- 
nesses, raise doubts about 
its willingness to com- 


promise. Jordanian busi- 
nessmen say. 

“When Israel grants 
Jordanian products the 
same treatment it grants 
to Israeli goods in the 
West Bank market in 
terms of inspection, tar- 
iffs. and so on, then there 
will be different talk.” 
Mr. Tabaa added. 

Omar Salah, manager 
of Century Group con- 
glomerate overseem® 
pint ventures with U.a. 
multinationals, agrees: 
“Under the existing polit- 
ical situation business 
ties with the Israelis are a 
liability It's difficult to 


do business with an Israel 
that is perceived as a 
bully in the political 
arena.” 

Mr. Salah and other 
business leaders say they 
would try to attract U.S. 
and European multi- 
nationals to invest in the 
region along with a mar- 
keting drive* in Arab mar- 
kets. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment is to submit projects 


worth $4 billion, many 
still awaiting investors 
since they were first pro- 
moted at the- Amman 
summit a year ago. 

They include a $450 
million project to exploit 
water from the Dissi 
aquifer, a $100 million 
expanded joint airport in 
Aqaba and multi-mil non- 
dollar Dead Sea hotel 
projects. 


More private funding 
of Saudi projects seen 
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JOR. ELECTRIC PWR- 
HAZL. PORTFOLIO 
MID. EAST HOTELS 
JORDAN EXPAT. INV. 
ZARKA EDUCATION 
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175000 
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2.010 080 
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2.460 .750 
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JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
ARAB POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. REPXXARY 
JOR. WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARK. MAN? . 
JOR. CERAMIC XND. 
LI V ESTOCK fi POULTRY 
GENERAL IN V E S TMENT 
ARAB PAPER CONV.ZRD. 
NATIONAL INDS. 
URERMBD.PETBO.CHEK. 
DNIV.CSZX.XMDS. 

JOR- 3PLPBO -CHE M 
ARAB PHAHM.CHKH. 
ONXV. MDDK.XHDS,, .. 
JOR. INDS ."RESOURCES 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 
NL —LAY READY WEAR 
HJTL. TOBACCO 
ONION CS. S VEG. 
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0.00 
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PARALLEL 

NAIL. COWER. CENTERS 
ONION INV. SO* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DANLIYAB 50* 

JCR. INDS. MATCH— JEMCO 

ARAB POOD 4 MED. 

NATL. CHL ORINE 
ARAB DfTL.IB V.TRD. 
NATL. T ftw XI E 
JORDAN BtAE L 
ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

INDS. ENG- 
IRDS. CERAMIC 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 
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DUBAI (R) — Plans to 
set up the first utility com- 
pany in Saudi Arabia with 
private and foreign partic- 
ipation could help “light 
the way” for more private 
funding of projects in the 
oii-ricb Gulf state, a Saudi 
official has said. 

“It is hoped that the suc- 
cess in this experience 
will light the way for fur- 
ther private sector financ- 
ing • programmes within 
the kingdom,” Prince 
Abdullah Bin Faisal Bin 
Turki Ai Saud. head of the 
Royal Commission for 
Jubail and Yanbu, said in a 
paper to the Middle East 
Infrastructure Develop- 
ment Congress. 

The commission is set- 
ting up the utility compa- 
ny with private partners to 
provide some $500 mil- 
lion equity and raise 
finance mainly for the 
expansion of power and 
water utilities in the two 
industrial cities where 
power demand is close to 
capacity. 

Currently, utilities are 
provided by stare-domi- 
nated firms! The govern- 
ment is trying to curb its 
capital spending. 

The new firm aims to 
raise billions of dollars to 
upgrade these facilities to 
.. meet industrial demand in 
the Red Sea and Gulf port 
cities, which are home to 
140 industries accounting 
for S30 billion in invest- 
ment and half Saudi 
industrial output. 

“It is anticipated that 
between now and 2003, 
Jubail and Yanbu will 
attract additional invest- 
ment of $18-$20 biltion in 
new and expanding indus- 
tries, resulting in an 
increase in population of 
50,000.” from about 
164,000 now. the prince 
said. 

To cope with the 
increase in the short-term. 
$1.6 billion to $2.2 billion 
would have to be spent on 
expanding utilities. 

“From year 2001 to 
2006, additional expan- 
sion to the tune of another 
SI. 6 billion will be 
required” Prince Abdul- 
lah said. 


Power demand in the 
next eight years was 
expected to more than 
double to 2,800 
megawatts in Jubail and 
925 MW in Yanbu. 

The structure of the util- 
ity' company is expected 
to be finalised soon and 
the company should be 
operational by end 1997. 

“We will be ready in 
three or four months to 
announce the major struc- 
ture of the project.” after it 
has been approved by the 
Saudi council of minis- 
ters, Prince Abdullah said. 

“We envisage by end 
1997 we should reach the 
financial closing. We 
would go to the banks a 
bit earlier than that .” said 
Royal Commission Indus- 
trial Affairs Director 
Mujahid Algain. 

He said U.S. engineer- 
ing firms Bechtel and Par- 
sons would each take 
about 10 per cent in the 
utility company. Big 
industrial user Saudi 
Basic Industries Corp and 
state oil firm Saudi Aram- 
co would take some 30 
per cent and 10-20 per 
cent respectively. 

“The underlying philos- 
ophy (is) utilities for the 
user, by the user arid with 
the user,” .the prince said. 

“The commission has 
the right to participate to 
50 per cent but.. .we don’t 
think it will exceed 20 per 
cent.” Mr. Algain said. 

He said the borrowings 
could be raised by region- 
al banks “but we may 
want to explore the 
international market.” 
Prince Abdullah said 
they could also tap an esti- 
mated $200 billion to 
$350 billion of private 
Saudi money by eventual- 
ly making the utility com- 
pany a public joint stock 
company. 

“In Saudi Arabia gov- 
ernment is doing some- 
thing unique in delegating 
power to someone else but 
still taking responsibility 
for it. The beauty of the 
concept is that it is so flex- 
ible ” he added. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 
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STUDIO hah; 

Pro fes aonal Qumhty] in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour film it 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photm 
xtzo 30% tmrmmr 


Prancesco 

sinalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


Jiih..= Amman - Ramlvw Str. 

Tel : 625407 

Amman - Jordan 


ft tnltr V f 

20 x 30 cm 


Shjxtetsani.* Opp. Grindtay* 

Bank. Phone; 6 W 042 
Swefich tel: 823891 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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SERVICES 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 
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FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TEL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


‘P<UtO40UC ■ 
Sottf* & SotcuU @0# 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 AM - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 . 
Fax 898537 


Umm Uthaln* 
behind Su Rock 
Hotel 


Deluxe Villas 

•\ppanmcms 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


CR0WT1 riOTLL 


• INDOOR 
SWIMMING 

SHUNS , JRCUZZlWjyjW 
& MASSAGE 

FITNESS ROOM |g§jff 

TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS W t 

TEL 758180 w 
RHDIO & TU STATION RS. 


oivmpiA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 


-ABDOUX- p 
TEL. 810150, FAX 8271 13: 


^JORYQU RJ| 


667171 ext. 223 | 
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Agassi crashes out of Paris vikings 

^ running 

Open, vows to be back at top back out 

for season 


PARIS (AFP) — Andre 
Agassi crashed to a humili- 
ating defeat in his first 
match at the Paris Indoor 
Open in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning — ^ut 
definantly vowed that he 
would climb back to the L 
The 26-year-old Olympic 
champion stumbled to a 
shock 6-4. 3-6. 6-3 defeat 
against stubborn Swede 
Magnus Gustafsson — los- 
ing five games in a row after 
leading 3- 1 lead in the final 
set — and admirted that he 
had been too careless. 

The loss to Gustafsson is 
the latest in a growing series 
of failures by Agassi which 
are beginning to eat away at 
his credibility. 

For although he reached 
the semi-finals at this year’s 
Australian and United 
Slates opens, he also 
crashed to a first round 
defeat at Wimbledon and 
only won one match at 
Roland Garros. 

On Tuesday Agassi, who 
won the event "in 1994, 
never looked comfortable 
on the Bercy showcourt — 
despite plenty of vocal sup- 
port from hundreds of his 
faithful fans who sat it out 
to the bitter end waving 
banners and chanting. 
Bearded under a black base- 
ball cap. the former world 
No. I wore a gharish blue, 
collarless shirt and black 
and white shoes. 

He certainly didn't look a 
happy man when he 
dropped the opening set 
anti although he was able to 
break Gustafsson early in 
the third seL his tennis sud- 
denly disintegrated. 

The defeat" is a serious 
blow to Agassi's hopes of 
qualifying for one of the 
three remaining berths at 
the elite eight-man ATP 
Championship finals at 
Hanover next month. But he 
'cfelfied- tliut-'-tt hatii-put'.anyi.: 
i extra pressutewbrni.— ■ 

I Asked • ■vMiaP J Kad gone 
wrong after he had taken the 
lead in the final set, Agassi 
shrugged: “I missed the line 
by half an inch on a return 
he watched go by...then I 
clipped the tape and a big 
backhand return didn't go 
over. You’ve got to get the 
breaks to win close match- 
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Andre Agassi 

Agassi, who was making 
only his second tournament 
appearance since his semi- 
final loss to Michael Chang 
at the United States open, 
staged his comeback to 
competition at Stuttgart last 
week but was beaten there 
by his old rival Pete 
Sampras in the quarter- 
final. He admitted that apart 
from his Olympic gold 
medal. 1996 had been a dif- 
ficult year. 

“Obviously the highlight 




Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Ground floor with garage, two small 
bedrooms, good location in Jabal 
Amman, 7th Circle, beginning of Airport 
Road. 

For more details please call Tel: 862395 j 
Position: Senior Marketing Advisor 

A leading PVO is seeking a Senior Marketing 
Advisor to carry out the following responsibilities: 

- Set up an International Marketing Unit. 

- Design training programmes, prepare promotional 
materials and organise trade shows. 

- Recruit and supervise six professional technical 
staff in the areas of design, production and 
promotion. 

Qualifications: 

- Master degree or its equivalent In a business field. 

- At least 5 years administrative experience in the 
international / marketing field. 

- Familiarity with handicraft products of both 
developing and developed countries. 

- First hand experience in the areas of financial 
marketing, staff training and establishing a marketing 
unit. 

- Demonstrale professional competence, good 
communication skills, flexibility, able to work in a team 
setting, and tolerant to a fast work pace of a 
challenging work environment 

- Fluent in English. Knowledge of other foreign 
languages is an advantage. 

Qualified applicants may submit their CVs: 

The Executive Director 

P.O.Box 5118 

Amman - 11183 

Jordan 

All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. 
No applications will be reviewed after Thursday, November 
14. 1996. 


of the year for me was the 
gold medal in Atlanta. That, 
to me. made the whole year. 
It’s unbelievable that some- 
thing so precious was won 
in the midst of a year when 
I really struggled.” 

“Next year"! want to play 
really well in the grand 
slams. I really want to give 
myself a shot of winning 
each one. That’s the goal.”" 

Agassi was not the only 
seeded casualty. Wimbledon 
champion Richard Krajicek 
and former world number- 
one Jim Courier, two play- 
ers (tying to reclaim their 
places among the world 
elite after serious knee 
injuries, also failed at the 
first hurdle. 

An ailing Krajicek, the 
seventh seed, felt sick 
before going on court — 
and even sicker when he 
walked off after failing to 
convert two match points 


while crashing 6-3, 1-6, 5-7 
to Spain's Alberto 
I Berasategui. 

Courier. 26 and a semi- 
finalist here last year, had 
been hoping for a good run 
in Paris to put an end to a 
disappointing string of 
results which started after 
his first-round defeat at 
Wimbledon. 

The 1991 and 1992 
French Open champion, 
who has now won only 
three matches in his last six 
tournaments, was beaten 6- 
4, 7-5 by France's stylish 
Davis Cup player Amaud 
Boetsch. 

Boetsch. recent runner-up 
at the ATP event in Lyon 
and a semi-finalist in 
Vienna, now plays second- 
seed Michael Chang. 

The Chinese-American 
edged into the third round 
after a tease two- and- a-half 
hour shootout against tow- 
ering Australian teenager 
Mark Philippoussis who 
fired down 25 aces. 

Chang eventually chalked 
up a 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (9/7) vic- 
tory. 

In the day's other match- 
es. 25-year-old qualifier 
Fernon Wibier kept the 
Dutch flag flying by pro- 
ducing one of his best-ever 
results by defeating 33rd- 
ranked first-round opponent 
Francisco Clavet of Spain 
6-7 (3/7). 6-4, 6-3. 

Wibier, currently a modest 
211th in the rankings, now 
plays another Spaniard. 
14th seeded Alberto Costa, 
for a place in the last six- 
teen. 

French wild card entry 
Guillaume Raoux. recent 
doubles hero of Finance’s 
Davis Cup semi-final tri- 
umph over Italy, was beaten 
in straight-sets by Martin 
Damm of the Czech 
Republic. 

Damm, a qualifier, earned 
a second-round showdown 
with this year's 13th seeded 
Wimbledon runner-up 
Malivai Washington of the 
United States by chalking 
up a 7-6 (’9/7). 6-2 victory 
over the bespectacled 
Frenchman. 

Paul Haarhuis unexpect- 
edly won the all-Dutch 
dash with his doubles part- 
ner Jan Siemerink — scor- 
ing a 3-6. 7-6 (8/6). 6-4 win 
to reach a second-round 
clash against sixth-seeded 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia. 

Ferreira, seeded eight and 
who lives in Paris for much 
of the year, came safely 
through his first match 
against Daniel Vacek of the 
Czech Republic. 

Ferreira now plays 
Agassi's conqueror — 
Gustafsson. 


iperamental Hingis loses 
bles partner 


MINNEAPOLIS (AFP) — 

The Minnesota Vikings 
took a crushing hit on 
Tuesday when they learned 
that starting ru nnin g back 
Robert Smith will be lost 
for the season after tearing 
ligaments in bis left knee. 

Smith carried four times 
and lost one yard in a 15-13 
loss to Chicago on Monday 
night. He got his left leg 
caught under him on the 
sidelines as he tried to turn 
the comer on a sweep play, 
ending what had been his 
First injury-free season. 

The 24-year-old Smith 
has battled injuries since 
being drafted in the first 
round of the 1993 draft. In 
his rookie season, he 
missed eight games due to 
chicken pox, an inner ear 
infection and a tom anteri- 
or cruciate ligament, but 
still managed to gain 399 
yards. 


P& fR) — Czech 
Hel ova, looking to 
avo er “nightmare” 
seas ; she will drop 
her edon doubles- 
win utner Martina 
Hin, the year-ending 
WT championships 
in N : next month. 

Tfc ^ ear-old Swiss 
phei i has enjoyed 
hug< ;s since turning 
prof a year ago, 
gain putation as one 
of tl *'s top — and 
most leramental — 
your rs. 

At recent tourna- 
ment Czechoslovak- 
born er has argued 
calls, j on court, 
smas he net and 
slam: ■ racket onto the 
court than a half 
dozei 

But VTA, who see 
Hingi future star after 
the e retirements of 
joint number ones 
Steffi and Monica 
Seles, been reluctant 
to pui r. 

It a| Sukova has less 
patieri i tour officials. 


The last straw for the 31- 
year-old Czech was when 
Hingis suddenly told her 
she would not be playing in 
a tournament in 
Philadelphia from 

November 11 to 17, an 
event they had agreed on. 

“I understand she's been 
through a lot but...A profes- 
sional partnership should’! 
work like that. You should 
be more reliable and more 
professional,'' the world 
number seven doubles play- 
er said. 

Sukova said Hingis’s 
petulance is not the only 
reason for their parting of 
ways, but acknowledges it 
has played a role in her 
decision. 

“She is still learning how 
to play tennis and how to be 
a professional,'’ Sukova 
said, adding that sbe has yet 
to decide on a new doubles 
partner. “I don't know (who 
it will be) at the moment. I 
know that it must be some 
experienced player becuse I 
don't want to repeat the 
same nightmare again.” 

During their six-month 


partnership, Sukova and 
Hingis won at the European 
indoors as well as 
Wimbledon, reached the 
finals at Filderstadt. the 
semifinals of the U.S. Open, 
and the quarter-finals of the 
French Open. 

Over the same span 
Hingis, ranked 10th in dou- 
bles and a career-high 
eighth in singles this week, 
has also tasted success by 
winning the singles at 
Filderstadt and reaching the 
European indoor final. 

Citing the pair's success- 
es. Sukova said she has no 
regrets about the time spent 
with Hingis. 

“I can’t say the coopera- 
tion was bad. but basically 1 
had to find some new part- 
ner because the relationship 
wasn't as easy as 1 expected 
it to be. 

“1 know that her priority is 
singles but I thought that 
she' would be focussed more 
on doubles too.” Sukova 
said. “That's why we have 
to split It's very difficult for 
her because she's so 
young.” 


Italian clubiumiliated in UEFA Cup 


GOHEN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHH1RSCH 


FINESSES TO THE RIGHT, TO THE JLEFT _ 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*A7 
<764 32 
0 A Q 6 5 
+ K73 

WEST EAST 

ft Q6 S 4 3 

CKQJ9S ?87 

C92 > J 107 4 

ft Q 104 ft 98 

SOUTH 
ft K J 10 
?A10 
OK 8 3 
ft A J G 52 

rhe bid ding: 

SOUTH WEST NOBXH EAST 
UVT Paw 3?IT Pass 
Paw Paw 

Opening Imd: King rf ? 

This hand is a dream for the 
over of the finesse, a nightmare Tor 
ie permanently cut of luck and a 
Mece of cake for the good techni- 
iar.. Hour would you play three no 
nnnp alter the lead of the king of 
leartK? 

The auction was a matter of sim- 
Jle arithmetic. With a halnniwl 18 
Mints, North had no ambitions 
teyand three no trump. 

West led the too of the - 


sequence. The chronic finesser Is in 
s Slate of bliss — there are finesses 
all over the place, even a two-way 
spade finesse. With eight fast 
tricks, only one w inning finesse will 
land the contract. Those always out 
of luck dread the hand. They know 
that every finesse they take will 
lose, so why even bother trying? 

The technician is in control of the 
situation. As long as West does not 
bold six hearts, or five hearts and 
four dinmonris. the contract can be 
claimed 

The first step is to allow West to 
win the first trick, then capture the 
heart continuation. Next, declarer 
plays off the three Ugh diamonds, 
ending in dummy. If the suit breaks 
evenly, the ninth trick is there 
overtricks are in the offing. As the 
cards lie, however, West discards a 
spade on the third diamond. 

All is wall Declarer simply londo 
a heart from the table, throwing 
West on lead. The defender is wet 
come to three heart tricks as declar- 
er discards three dobs from hand 
and a diamond from the table. Now 
West must lead a black suit, and 
whichever suit West selects ss an 
exit presents declarer with the 

I ninth trick. Easy. 


PARIS (AFP) — Lazio and 
AS Roma bowed out of the 
UEFA Cup Tuesday reduc- 
ing Italian Serie A represen- 
tation to just Inter Milan — 
and they only won on penal- 
ties. 

Italy has provided seven 
of the last nine UEFA Cup 
winners, three of those, 
finals were all ' Italian 
affairs, but this season could 
be a repeat of last when 
Italy failed to provide one 
semi-finalist. 

Roma beat Karlsruhe 2-1 
in the second leg match but 
found the; 3-0 deficit from 
'the first feg't66~ much of a 
‘hurdle, wtiile-E&io fcftt'3-3 
to Tenerife. 5-4 oh aggre- 
gate. 

Lazio may count them- 
selves unlucky to have 
scored three away goals and 
lost, but they were too open 
at the back allowing 
Tenerife striker Juanele a 
double, the decisive goal of 
the game being a delightful 
long range effort 
The Italians, knocked out 
at the same stage by Lyon 
last season, bad originally 
taken the lead through 
Czech Republic internation- 
al Pavel nedved, only for 
their defender Alessandro 
Nesta to put past his keeper 
Luca Marchegiani a minute 
later. 

Bosnian striker Meho 
Kodro, signed from 
Barcelona in the summer, 
controversially made it 2-1 
to Tenerife in the 26th 
minute. 

Italian international Diego 
Fuser equalised four min- 
utes later, and when fellow 
international Pierluigi 
Casiraghi equalised 

Juanele's first score in the 
46th minute it looked as if 
Lazio were home and dry 
on the away goals rule. 

However, their defence 
was caught napping a 
minute after Casiraghi's 
goal allowing Yugoslavian 
midfielder * S la visa 
Jokanovic to steal in and 
score. Juanele sealed the 
Italians fate a quarter of an 
hour later. 

Lone survivors Inter 
Milan relied on former 
Italian national keeper 
GianJuca Pagliuca in the 
penalty shootout, saving 
Erwin Dampfhofer’s spot- 
kick. 

But manager Roy 
Hodgson’s celebrations 
were marred by the extra 
time sending off of England 
midfielder Paul luce for a 
second bookable offence, . 


r ?*■ 






Jnited’s David Batty (R) avoids a tackle by Andras Telek (L) or 
>s in the second round, second leg tie of the UEFA cup at St James park, 
on the match 4-0, 6-3 on aggregate (Reuters photo) 

s missal in two down a tough Brondby side, fire home an equaliser from 
who were content to play just inside the box. And he 


igentine for- 
Balbo struck 
space of five 
tes to give the 
dium crowd 
efforts proved 
the Germans 


Newcasl Jnited’s David 
Fenrene ps in the second 
Newcast on the match 4 

his sec on s missal in two 
weeks. 

Roma's rgentine for- 
ward At Balbo struck 
twice in space of five 
first half e tes to give the 
Olympic dium crowd 
hope, but efforts proved 
insufficien the Germans 
cruised ho 4-2. 

Frenchm Marc Keller 
hit the kill iway goal for 
Karlsruhe, ho qualified 
through th ntertoto Cup, 
on S3 min > leaving the 
Italians the possible task 
of scorin' three times 
before the f l whistle. 

It was a od night for 
German cli in general. 
Schalke (4 j led Karlsruhe 
in the ntxt mnd as they 
shared su goals ai 
Trabzonsior o edge the 
Turks 4-3 on ggregate and 
Hamburg oi ted Spartak 
Moscow 5-2 after a 2-2 


draw in Rissil 

Boiussi; j 

Moenchai^lamach failed 
to make it& Ctrman clean- 
sweep. bwejer, despite 
winning lo |n Monaco. 
Michael Kbk^t scored the 
only goal, bit the hosts 
hung on hying done the 
hard pan b> winning 4-2 in 
the away let 

Newcastle kept British 
hopes alive in the UEFA 
Cup as they stormed into 
the third rount with a crush- 
ing 4-0 win over 
Ferencvaros n Sl James' 
Park to win tie tie 6-3 on 
aggregate. 

Britain’s otira survivors 

Aberdeen faded to break 


out a goalless draw having 
already won 2-0 at 
Pittodrie. 

Newcastle's Colombian 
enigma Faustino Asprilla 
stepped into the injured 
Alan Shearer’s boots and 
promptly hammered home 
two goals either side of half 
time to put the geordies in 
the driving seat after Peter 
Beardsley had earlier struck 
the post from the penalty 
spot. 

If the man of the match 
accolades went to Asprilla, 
the goal of the night was 
scored by mercurial 
Frenchman David Ginola 
— a sensational volley 
which followed a neat jug- 
gling act on the edge of the 
box. 

Les Ferdinand collected 
the fourth in the dying sec- 
onds. 

Elsewhere, Metz reached 
the last 16 for the first time 
in their history, wrapping up 
a 3-2 aggregate victory over 
Sporting Lisbon after going 
down 2-1 in the Portuguese 
capital. 

Despite living dangerous- 
ly in the last 15 minutes, 
during which Sporting came 
from 1-0 down to score 
twice in quick succession, 
Metz clung on to go through 
courtesy of their goal from 
Frederic Arpinon after 18 
minutes. 

Ricardo Sa Pinto gave the 
Portuguese a Heeling hope 
with 15 minutes remaining, 
cutting in from the left to 


just inside the box. And he 
promptly scored again with 
a close range header amid 
comfusion in the Metz back 
line. 

But the French regrouped 
and held on. despite the late 
dismissal of defender Pascal 
Pierre. 

Last year's semi-finalists 
Slavia Prague bowed out 
after their goalless 
encounter in Valencia, the 
Spaniards having won the 
first game 1-0. Valencia had 
goalkeeper Andoni 

Zubizarreta sent off early in 
the second half for handling 
outside his area. 

Swedish side 

Helsingborgs, conquerors 
of Aston Villa in the first 
round, drew 1-1 at 
Neucharel Xamax of 
Switzerland to March on 5- 
1. 

Other sides to go into the 
hat for the third round draw- 
included Besiktas of 
Turkey, who edged Legia 
Warsaw 3-2 on aggregate 
with Nigeria's former 
Everton striker Daniel 
Amokachi on target 

Anderlecht saw off 
Portugal’s Vitoria 

Guimaraes on away goals 
while fellow Belgians 
Bruges ousted National 
Bucharest 3-1 on aggregate. 

Feyenoord beat Espanyol 
of Spain 3-1 on aggregate, 
despite losing the home 
return 1-0, while Boavista 
advanced after hammering 
Dinamo Tbilisi of Georgia 
5-0 to run out 5-1 winners. 


CINEMA TEL:634144 \n 

PHILADELPHIA ) 

N — 

Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 

, Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 J 


CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


Ahmad Zaki & Yusra....in 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

■ J 15^1 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


v CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

MORTAL COMBAT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


f A m mo an Theatre 'A Cinema ; » 

TEL': 61^74 -^618275 - '' j 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


" Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

^ TEL: 625155 ^ 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
, 625155-640155 
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Jordan confident of retaining NBA crown 
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A group of New York Yankee tans cheer a float with members of the 1 996 World 
Series champions during a parade on Broadway Avenue in New York City. A crowd 
of over 3 million people attended the victory parade (Heaters photo.) 

3 million New Yorkers 
celebrate baseball heroes 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
More than three million 
people, in New York’s 
streets and hanging out 
windows, showered the 
victorious New York Yan- 
kees baseball team with 
tonnes of confetti and toilet 
paper, city hall said Tues- 
day. 

“This team is a metaphor 
for New York,” said Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, who had 
promised “the biggest 
parade in the history of the 
city” after the Yankees won 
the 92nd World Series base- 
ball championship late Sat- 
urday. 

The Yankees “came from 
behind and never gave up,” 
he explained. 

After years of plumbing 
the depths of team rank- 
ings, the team beat the 
Atlanta Braves to win the 
championship, for the first 
time in 18 years. 

As early as 6 a-m., the 
first- fens took . up position : ■ 
on-side walks or in fee-trees. - 
of fee Wall Street financial 
festtict, in the section of 
Broadway known as 
“Canyon of Heroes.” 


Even before the proces- 
sion got under way around 
11:30 a.m., handfuls of 
paper were being thrown 
from office windows. 

Thousands of school- 
children shrugged off class 
obligations in favour of try- 
ing to catch a glimpse of 
the hometown heroes and 
idols. 

With a giant baseball 
leading fee way, the play- 
ers* dressed in fee Yankees' 
blue and white made their 
way up New York streets, 
followed by an eclectic mix 
of some 60 vehicles, 
including an antique fire 
truck and one of the three 
known 1952 Chrysler 
phaetons. 

Pop star Liza Minelli and 
famed opera tenor Placido 
Domingo were to give their 
renditions of “New York, 
New York” — made 
famous by Frank Sinatra — 
and the sport’s anthem: 
'Take-ise^tH^ t© -fee ball- 
game.’’ . 

New York’s tradition of 
casting paper out of win- 
dows to celebrate momen- 
tous events dates back to 


18S6, when financial ser- 
vice employees greeted fee 
Statue of Liberty's inaugu- 
ration by throwing handfuls 
of confetti made from telex 
paper. 

Since then, victorious sol- 
diers from fee Gulf War and 
politicians ha\e been hon- 
oured the Same way, with 
their popularity measured 
by fee volume of “ticker- 
tape” gathered fee next day. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan makes no 
promises about another 70- 
win season. But he is confi- 
dent fee Chicago Bulls will 
win their fifth National 
Basketball Association title 
in seven years. 

“I want to win another 
one and we have an excel- 
lent chance to do so,” Jor- 
dan said. “Every key player 
is back and few teams can 
say that. We should be bet- 
ter for having played 
together a whole season. 

“We may not win as many 
games as we did last sea- 
son, but fee playoffs is 
where playing together 
longer makes a greater dif- 
ference. The job may be 
tougher for us. But I feel 
good about our chances.” 

Jordan has won NBA 
crowns in his past four 
complete seasons. He aver- 
aged 30.4 points, 6.6 
rebounds, 4.3 assists and 
2.2 steals a game last sea- 
son, when the Bulls went an 
unprecedented 72-10 and 
beat Seattle in fee finals. 

“I want my numbers to be 
consistent because they 
make a statement in terms 
of fee way I play,” Jordan 
said. “People will look at 
my stats and judge whether 
1 am at the end of my career 
or whether I am losing a 
step.” 

Jordan signed a record 
$30.14 million contract for 
this season. The rest of fee 
Bulls combined will be 
paid $28.13 million this 
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Villa For Rent / Tla'a Ai Ali 

Building area 596 sq.m., 4 bedrooms, 4 
. bathrooms, very big salons, living room, 

1 big water fall & fountain, big barbecue 
place. Total area 1200 sq.m. 

Tel/Fa* £517365, 5510995, 079/44451 

rfH TO LET 

A ground floor of 215 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, living room, kitchen, salon and dining 
-room, OTntrally.-heated, garage,, separate entrance, 
Located at .the 7th Cirde, Engineers Flesjdeoce. - 

For more information please contact Tel: 
847145, 811029 


Furnished Deluxe Apartments in 
Shmeisani - Near Birds Garden 

1. Ground floor, garden, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 
salons, living, dining, separate entrance, maid's 
room.! Private garage. Area 270 sq.m. JD 10,000 
annually. 

2. 4thlfloor, 3. bedrooms, salon, living, dining, lift, 
area 1£5 sq.m. JD 6,500 annually. 

Tel.: 698100, 634300 - Dr. Abidi 
1 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5-12 p.m. 




Bulls’ superstar Michael Jordan 


season. Some fear this one- 
year contract means Jordan 
will retire in 1997. 

“Ir doesn’t mean this is 
my last year,” Jordan said. 
“As long as we continue to 
win championships. 1 want 
to continue playing ” 

Dennis Rodman, fee 
NBA’s hair-dying, dress- 
wearing wonder, averaged 
14.9 rebounds a game last 


season and signed a one- 
year deal for $9 million. He 
has eased concerns feat his 
wildness might disrupt fee 
Bulls. 

“They are all waiting for 
me to screw up, but 1 am 
always surprising people,” 
Rodman said. “1 don’t need 
a baby-sitter.” 

Scottie Pippen averaged 
19.4 points, 6.4 rebounds 


and a team-high 5.8 assists 
but will make only $2.25 
million, $250,000 less than 
fee new one-year deal of 
coach Phil Jackson. Pip- 
pen’s contract was not up. 

Pippen makes less than 
reserve Toni Kukoc ($3.96 
million) and fellow starters 
Ron Harper ($3.84 million) 
and Luc Longley ($2.79 
million). 

Australian centrer Long- 
ley underwent knee surgery 
and missed fee Olympics. 
Robert Parish, fee all-tirae 
NBA games and rebounds 
leader, has been signed to 
join Bill Wennington in 
reserve behind Longley. 

Rival NBA coaches give 
fee Bulls a fair chance at 
another 70-win season in 
addition to repeating as 
champions. 

“You have to consider 
them one of fee greatest 
te ams ever,” Minnesota 
coach Flip Saunders said. 
“What they did is phenom- 
enal.” 

“Last year they had a lot 
going for them. Michael 
wanted to show he's fee 
best player in fee league ” 
Orlando's Brian Hill said. 
“He imposed his will on the 
league. If he keeps feat 
hunger, they could push 70 
again." 

And Miami's Pat Riley 
added: “The Chicago Bulls, 
wife a championship team 
intact, are fee elite in fee 
league.” 

Ex-Bulls coach Doug 
Collins, now at Detroit, 


looks for less heroics In the 
regular season. 

“They might want to rest 
their bodies a bit more dur- 
ing fee season,” he said. 
“The pressure will be on 
them if they lose a few 
more games than last year. 
But they know fee true test 
is how well they do in the 
playoffs.” 

Atlanta's Lenny Wilkeos 
has seen better clubs. Of 
course, he guided the U.S. 
Olympic “Dream Team HI” 
to gold in Atlanta and 
assisted on the original. 

“1 don't see fee Bulls as 
invincible," Wilke ns said. 
“They are fee team to beat 
because they are fee cham- 
pions.” 

Indiana's Larry Brown 
sees little hope fee Bulls 
will self destruct. 

“Dennis does a lot of 
crazy stuff, but when he 
plays, he plays. He will not 
disrupt that team,” Brown 
said. “I doubt Michael will 
let that happen.” 

Jordan said: “How far he 
will go is something you 
don't know. He has his own 
way of expressing himself. 
Phil is going to give Dennis 
space to be himself. 1 don't 
think Phil is going to let 
him deteriorate what this 
team is abouL” 

Wild hair and clothes are 
fine with Jackson if the job 
gets done. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 2 bedrooms with utilities, salon, dining 
room, equipped kitchen, separate central heating, 
separate garage. Location: Between the 7th and 8th 
Circles, opposite the American School. Annual rent: 
JD 7,000 including electricity, water and heating. 
Please call Tel: 812960 


Diwali and Guru Nanak Ganamdivas 

The Indian Cultural Association will celebrate Diwaii & 
Guru Nanak Ganamdivas on Friday, Nov. 8 at the 
Middle East. Hotel from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Participation 
should be pre-confirmed before Nov. 5/ 

Please contact for details: 

Tel: 736380 / 645294 / 647204 / 625280 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in Shmeisani. Fully furnished penthouse 
deluxe roof with open terraces overlooking Amman. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
large salons, modem kitchen, with central heating, 
telephone, lift, satellite, parking and fireplace. 
Please call: 678501 after 2:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

At the top of Shmeisani, a luxury full furnished apartment 
near police station. It consists of 3 bedrooms, one of 
which is very big master room with dressing room, 2 other 
bedrooms, reception room, dining room, 2 verandas apd 
very well modem equipped kitchen. Separate telephone 
and central heating unit are available, with a TV dish. ■ 
Please call Tel: 666264, 703210 



Come, see, touch and learn 
about the World of Internet. 


WANTEp FOR RENT OR PURCHASE 


THE Canadian Embassy in Amman desire to rent or purchase a. villa 
consists of 4 bedrooms, family room , and a large reception area located 
at Abdoun, Sweifieh , and Dirghbar only. 

Property owner requested to can Mr. Mahmoud Issa Apesh at teL 666126 
.frokn the 3rd of November until the 7th of November between 09.H0 to 

i6.-oo ; 1 : 




jl jLyCLuib (jIa*. ^5 SjjjSJI 5jU_iall ytjj 
- 3 . y »c JaSJi * ill 1 11 (JJbGU ^ «HjJ uuSaj 

I 

ujLl lU JLojVI OljLi*-!! 

fLua jbul jl! * c L ,, il |^ L-vLaj^> J_«_Mil-!i.l l a rLnl l iju La dilj} 11*11 Y1 
} .mi/" / VoiuaaJI UAJj 1 WX/W/T, 



Middle East Technology 5how 

Organized by t§J Jordan Computer Society 


NOVEMBER 12-15,1996 

AT THE AMMAN INTERNATIONAL FAIR HAIL 
MARJ AL-HAMAM 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Friday 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm 


Sponsored By: 


Official Publication: 
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Taleban, rivals battle; 
none is gaining gound 

Tehran meeting urges national reconciliation 


Israel hin ts it may ban EU visit 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Taleban artillery gunners 
pounded positions of a north- 
ern alliance near Kabul on 
Wednesday morning after 
the militia reported heavy 
overnight fighting in the 
remote northwest. 

A Taleban artillery com- 
mander was listening to 
reports from his spotter on 
die frontline north of the cap- 
ital before relaying new co- 
ordinates to his men. 

“We are aiming at 
Masood's positions around 
Bagram airport," one of the 
gun crew told Reuters of 
ousted government military 
chief Ahmad Shah Masood. 
The airport lies 50 kilome- 
tres north of the capital. 

Every five minutes the 
Soviet-built artillery piece 
roared, kicking up a cloud of 
dust. “You must open your 
mouth when it fires or you 
will hurt your ears," a young 
Taleban fighter told journal- 
ists helpfully. 

In Tehran, a two-day 
regional conference on 
restoring peace in 
Afghanistan wound up with 
the participants calling for 


national reconciliation and a 
broad-based government in 
the war-tom country. 

In its final resolution, the 
conference voiced “concern 
over the escalation of armed 
hostilities in Afghanistan 
which has resulted in 
immense human losses, 
caused irreparable damage to 
the country and endangered 
regional peace and security." 

It called on the waning fac- 
tions to “end violence and 
settle their differences 
through peaceful means." 

The participants offered to 
help start a dialogue between 
the Afghan factions 
towards the establishment of 
a “broadbased government” 

The conference was attend- 
ed by representatives of 
Russia. India, Turkey and 
several Central Asian coun- 
tries. but key players such as 
the Afghan factions. 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Uzbekistan were absent. 

An aid worker said, mean- 
while, villagers, whose 
homes and fieldsnorth of 
Kabul have become a battle- 
field. were being forced to 
workand fight for 


Afghanistan’s would-be 
rulers. 

An Afghan working for an 
international aid organisa- 
tion, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said his village 
was caught between the 
opposing forces in the 
Afghan war. Stray artillery 
shells have landed in the vil- 
lage. Siyab Kuly, but no 
injuries were reported. 

Civilians have been killed 
by shells and bombs in other 
villages near the frontline. 

A total of 3.1300 people live 
in villages in the fighting 
region, the aid worker said. 
Many are unable to flee 
because Taleban fighters 
have dosed roads, he said. 

The Taleban soldiers who 
swept into Kabul a month 
ago were pressing local resi- 
dents to carry loads for them, 
cook for them and even fight, 
he said. 

The Taleban stopped 
reporters from entering the 
area from Kabul, allowing 
only their fighters and aid 
workers past a check point 
on the old road leading north 
from the capital. 


U.S. diplomat condoles family of 
boy beaten to death by settler 


HUSAN, West Bank 
(Agencies) — The U.S. 
consul-general in Jerusalem 
paid a condolence coll on 
Wednesday to the family of 
a 10-year-old Palestinian 
boy who witnesses said was 
killed by a Jewish settler. 

“I convey my condolences 
and the condolences of the 
United States government ” 
Consul-General Edward 
Abington told the Shusha 
family at their West Bank 
home, two days after their 
son Hilmi died of a brain 
haemorrhage. 

“I have a six-year-old and 
she is the most precious 
thing that I have and if any- 
thing happened to her it 
would be devastating to me, 
so I know the Shusha fami- 
ly must be heartbroken at 
the death of their son,” he 
said. 

Hilmi Shusha died in an 
Israeli hospital on Monday 
a day after the security chief 
of a Jewish settlement adja- 
cent to Husan beat him on 
the head with a pistol han- 
dle and stomped on him. 
villagers said. 

The settler, Nahum 
Kurman, has been in police 
custody since Sunday, 
refusing to answer ques- 
tions by investigators. 

Other settlers say Kurman 
chased Hilmi after he and 


other boys threw stones at 
Israeli vehicles but did not 
beat the boy. An autopsy 
showed Hilmi died from a 
brain haemorrhage caused 
by a sharp blow to the neck. 

An Israeli magistrates 
court on Tuesday ordered 
Kurman held in police cus- 
tody until Friday as police 
prepared to charge him. 

Israel declared Husan a 
closed military zone prior to 
the visit and Mr. Abington 
was forced to wait more 
than 30 minutes at an army 
checkpoint outside the vil- 
lage before being allowed 
in. 

“I’m prepared to wait. I 
find this an incredible situa- 
tion," Mr. Abington told 
reporters before being per- 
mitted into the village. 

“I’ve come to pay my con- 
dolences to the family of 
Hilmi Shusha.” he said. 

Hilmi's funeral on 
Tuesday was attended by 
hundreds of people and 
afterwards stone-throwing 
youths clashed with IsraeQ 
soldiers who fired rubber 
bullets and tear-gas to dis- 
perse the protestors. 

An army spokesman 
announced early 

Wednesday that Husan had 
been declared a “closed mil- 
itary zone ... due to fear of 
new disturbances." 


The army said the mea- 
sures only concerned Israeli 
citizens although soldiers at 
the roadblock outside 
Husan also prevented for- 
eign journalists from enter- 
ing the village. 

A spokesman at the U.S. 
consulate in Jerusalem said 
Mr. Abington s v isit to the 
Shusha family was a rare 
gesture. 

“This was an unusual and 
very sad case. Abington was 
very moved by the matter" 
the spokesman said. 

He said Mr. Abington had 
“made similar gestures in 
past cases, but very rarely. 

Mr. Abington sat on a 
plastic chair in the court- 
yard of the Shusha family's 
two-storey home, surround- 
ed by dozens of mourners. 
Keeping with Palestinian 
tradition. Mr. Abington and 
the others sipped bitter 
black coffee serve in small 
cups without handles. 

Mr. Abington said he was 
confident the Israeli govern- 
ment would proceed with 
the investigation into the 
boy’s death and “fulfill the 
law to the letter.’’ However. 
Mr. Abington remained 
silent when mourners com- 
plained to him about what 
they said were settler provo- 
cations. 


Israeli lawmakers adopt austerity 
budget of $60 billion in first reading 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
parliament voted preliminary 
approval Wednesday for a 
1997 austerity budget that 
would cut social and defence 
spending but nearly double 
expenditures for Jewish set- 
tlements. 

The deputies approved the 
draft budget on first reading 
by a vote of 59 in favour. 52 
opposed and five abstentions 
in the 120-member parlia- 
ment. or KnesseL Four 
deputies were absent. 

Prior to the vote Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu promised that 
efforts would be made to 
increase allocations to min- 
istries responsible for social 
programmes when the bud- 
get goes to the finance com- 
mittee for revision. 

The promise apparently 
satisfied two centrist parties 
in the seven-member gov- 
erning coalition which had 
threatened to vote against 
the budget earlier 

Wednesday if social spend- 
ing was not increased. 

The two parties. Gesher led 
by Foreign Minister David 
Levy, and the Russian immi- 
grant group Israel B’aliya. 
hold 13 seats in the govern- 
ment's 66-seat Knesset 

majority. 

The draft budget calls for 
overall expenditures of $60 
billion, a $1.5 billion cut 


from 1996 levels, and fore- 
sees a deficit of $3 billion, or 
2.8 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product down from $4 
billion l3.6 per cent of GDP) 
this year. 

The spending plan would 
notably cut the defense bud- 
get by $250 million from 
1 996 levels, although army 
leaders have been pressing 
for an increase due to what 
they see as the rising possi- 
bility of war with Syria. 

At the same time the bud- 
get includes $190 million in 
direct aid to Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, a 90 
per cent increase over settle- 
ment spending ordered this 
year by the previous Labour 
government, according to a 
study of the budget by the 
Peace Now movement. 

The settlement funds do 
not appear in a separate 
chapter of the budget but are 
spread among spending 
plans for various ministries, 
including housing and con- 
struction. national infrastruc- 
ture and agriculture. 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment came to office in June 
on a pro-settlement platform 
and quickly lifted a four- 
year-old freeze on expansion 
of settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

It has subsequently 
approved construction of 


several thousand new hous- 
ing units in settlements locat- 
ed around Jerusalem and 
near the green line separat- 
ing Israel from the West 
Bunk. 

The settlement activity has 
drawn angry protests from 
the Palestinians as well as 
criticism from foreign gov- 
ernments. including the 
United States and the 
European Union. 

The budget proposals also 
call for a "sharp increase in 
subsidies to religious institu- 
tions. especially schools for 
ultra-orthodox Jews. 

This reflects the unprece- 
dented power held by reli- 
gious parties in the 
Netanyahu coalition, in 
which they hold 23 seats in 
parliament and control six 
ministries. 

The Netanyahu budget 
came under sharp criticism 
in the Israeli press on 
Wednesday for failing to take 
into account the sharp slow- 
down in the Israeli economy 
which began earlier this year. 

“This proposal is com- 
pletely unrealistic since it is 
based on an assumption of 
economic expansion when 
Israel is entering a reces- 
sion due in large pan to the 
freeze in the peace process 
which is discouraging invest- 
ment," wrote the mass circu- 
lation Yediot Aharonot. 


DUBLIN (R) — The Israeli 
government hinted on 
Wednesday it might decline 
to receive a Europen Union 
(EU) delegation if it insist- 
ed on a symbolically- 
charged visit to Palestinian 
leaders at their Orient 
House offices in Jerusalem. 

“The government has stat- 
ed its position. It will not 
agree to foreign visitors to 
the Palestinian headquarters 
at Orient House." Israel’s 
ambassador to Ireland, Zvi 
Gabay. said. 

“The ( Palestinian I head- 
quarters is in Gaza. Anyone 
who wants to visit them 
should go to Gaza." Mr. 
Gabay told Irish Radio after 
the Dublin government, 
which holds the current EU 
presidency, announced a 
visit to the region in the next 
10 days. 

Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring and colleagues 
from Portugal and the 
Netherlands are tentatively 
scheduled to visit the region 
in the next 10 days to try to 
assert an EU role in a peace 
process dominated by the 
United States. 

The Israeli ambassador's 
position was condemned by 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, who is in Dublin 
seeking EU support for 
efforts to revive the Middle 
East peace process. 

“Is he giving orders to the 
European Lin ion? It’s unbe- 
lievable. How can this be 
accepted?’ Mr. Arafat said. 
“I don’t think the Israelis 
have Lhe right to give orders 
to the EU." 

EU diplomats said it was 
possible the Israeli govern- 
ment. which sees foreign 

Dudayev’s 
widow said 
to be in 
Mideast 

TEL AVIV lAP) — The 
widow of Chechen rebel 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev is 
hiding in the Middle East and 
has been offered a senior post 
in the new government of 
Chechenya. an Israeli news- 
paper said Wednesday. 

The daily Haaretz said it 
interviewed Alia Dudayev, 
who disappeared in Moscow 
five months ago. by tele- 
phone. Her voice was identi- 
fied for the paper by a woman 
who knew her. Haaretz said. 

Mrs. Dudayev, a Russian 
poet and painter who conven- 
ed to Islam when she mar- 
ried, said she has been 
offered a senior post in the 
new Chechen government 
but prefers to raise money 
abroad ’’for the children of 
Chechenya ... who still face a 
hand winter.” 

■’I hope that, like other 
presidents' wives, I will be 
able to engage in charity 
work.” she said. 

Chechenya is a tiny repub- 
lic that declared indepen- 
dence from Russia in 1991. 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin sent in troops three 
years later to put down the 
secessionist drive, led by 
Dudayev. Before a truce was 
signed in August, an estimat- 
ed 18.000 to 100,000 people 
were killed in the fighting. 

Dudayev was reported 
killed by a Russian missile 
that homed in on his satellite 
telephone in April. His wife, 
however, refused to deny per- 
sistent rumours that he is 
alive. 

“For me he is still alive and 
will remain so in the hearts of 
those who love him. so long 
as we follow his path and do 
not give up our freedom ." she 
told Haaretz. 

Mrs. Dudayev herself was 
stopped by Russian border 
police in May at an airport in 
Russia’s northern Caucasus 
mountains as she was trying 
to fly to Istanbul. She was 
given a new Russian pass- 
port and lived in Moscow 
until she was reported miss- 
ing in June. 

She told Haaretz that she 
rejects the Kremlin's claim 
that her husband was an 
extremist whose removal 
made peace possible. She 
said he would have approved 
the peace agreement 
She denied reports that site 
had spent some time in Israel 
during her flight but said she 
would like to visit the Jewish 
state. 
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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is greeted by Irish President Mary Robinson at her 
residence on Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


visits to the Orient House 
supporting Palestinian 
claims to Jerusalem as their 
capital, might not receive 
the three ministers, who 
plan to leave in the next 10 
days. 

“It's possible this may be 
resolved. The troika is very 
keen to visit ail countries in 
the region, including Israel, 
and it would be most unfor- 
tunate if it did not go to 
Israel." said one. 

The Israeli ambassador 
said his government would 
decide on whether to 
receive the EU troika. "The 
(Israeli) government will 
have to decide on this mat- 
ter. Our position has been 
made clear.” 

“We believe that the 
Palestinians have a riaht to 


act politically in the territo- 
ries under their control, but 
not in Jerusalem.” he said. 

The EU and the Israeli 
government have been at 
loggerheads over the Orient 
House since Mr. Spring 
announced in September 
that the fact-finding troika 
intended to go there. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy warned Mrs. 
Spring against the visit 
when he was in Dublin last 
month and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamim 

Netanyahu has echoed the 
opposition in statements 
from Tel Aviv. 

But EU policy on the 
Orient House was agreed in 
July and has not changed as 
part of the bloc’s policy of 


being even-handed to the 
Israeli government and 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). 

Mr. Arafat said his visit 
was aimed at securing EU 
support for the Middle East 
peace process and for 
Palestinian calls for the full 
implementation of the 1993 
peace accords, including an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied town of Hebron. 

He said he was Hopeful 
EU support would help 
unblock the peace process, 
“hopeful? No doubt For 
this I am here." Mr. .Arafat 
said before paying a cour- 
tesy call on President Mary 
Robinson. 

He left for Algiers before 
travelling on to Spain. 


Libya, Tunisia to mediate between 
Algeria, Morocco over W. Sahara 


TUNIS (AFP) — Libya 
and Tunisia have decided to 
take steps to resolve a dis- 
pute over Western Sahara 
which has set Algeria 
against Morocco and threat- 
ened to upset the Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU). 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said Wednesday. 

"I have agreed with the 
Tunisian president to work 
towards a solution 

between Algeria and 
Morocco in order to protect 
the Arab Maghreb 

Union.” Colonel Qadhafi, 
who arrived here Monday, 
told Tunisian . students. 

The seven year-old AMU. 
which is made up of 
Algeria. Libya. Morocco, 
Mauritania and Tunisia, is 
going through a serious 
crisis because of the dispute 
between Algeria and 
Morocco. 

The issue of the former 
Spanish colony of Western 
Sahara is “Lhe direct 
cause” of the crisis. Col. 


Qadhafi said 

“Morocco is making accu- 
sations and Algeria is 
defending itself. 1 and it 

looks like the problem is 
being used as a pretext for 
blacking the profess of the 
Arab Maghreb Union," he 
said. 

The Sahrawi Polisario 
Front began fighting 
Morocco, which claims 
sovereignty over the 
Western Sahara, in 1975. 
Polisario is seeking the 
independence of the 
Western Sahara. A ceasefire 
has been in force for five 
years. 

Algeria has long backed 
Polisario's efforts to pro- 
mote sovereignly for the 
former Spanish colony. 

The United Nations has 
undertaken to organise a 
referendum on self-deter- 
mination in the territory, but 
its efforts have stalled in 
the face of obstacles from 
both sides. 

Polisario and Morocco 


notably disagree on who 
should be entitled to vote 
in the referendum. Many 
Sahrawis live in exile and 
many Moroccans have 
settled in the territory. 

The AMU stopped being 
operational last year after 
Morocco protested against 
Algeria’s attitude towards 
Western Sahara. 

Col. Qadhafi said he 
believed there was “an 
American-Zionist plot” 
against the AMU. and that 
whoever was "blocking the 
(union’s) process" necessar- 
ily became a part of the 
plot. 

He denounced Morocco 
for blocking the whole 
union, saying it could 
have simply pulled oul 

Col. Qadhafi arrived over- 
land from Libya because of 
the air embargo imposed 
on his country since 1992 
and is due to stay until 
Friday. 


Death toll in Cairo collapse rises 
to 31; hope almost nil for missing 


CAIRO (Agencies) — At 
least 31 people have died and 
time is running out for about 
SO more feared buried under 
the rubble of a collapsed 
Cairo apartment block, 
police and rescue workers 
said in the Egyptian capital 
on Wednesday. 

Policemen at the scene told 
Reuters rescuers searching 
the debris of the II -storey 
building which fell on 
Sunday have so far pulled 
out 27 corpses. More than 24 
survivors have also been dug 
out but four died in hospital, 
they added. 

On Tuesday, rescuers 
pulled out two women alive 
after 36 hours entombed 
beneath the rubble but a 
German Red Cross worker 
said chances of finding any 
more survivors were evapo- 
rating. 

“The time frame is 60 
hours after the disaster... It's 
very difficult to find anyone 
alive in this weather,” he 
said. 

Smells of rottjng flesh 
wafted from the rubble 
mountain as rescuers 
exposed new sections of the 
fallen building. Cairo’s 
weather has been sunny and 
warm since Sunday. 

Doctors have also said 
many corpses are being 
pulled out partly decom- 
posed — a sign that there is 


no oxygen circulating 
through the debris. 

Authorities have said the 
building in the suburb of 
Heliopolis had been illegally 
heightened. 

Tfie Interior Ministry has 
said prosecutors were ques- 
tioning the owner of the 
building for illegally adding 
five storeys after getting per- 
mission to build one. 

Soaring Cairo real estate 
prices have often pushed 
landlords to add extra floors 
to their properties illegally. 

Several buildings have col- 
lapsed beneath the extra 
weight and recent earth- 
quakes have also taken their 
toll on poorly constructed 
buildings in the crowded 
capital. 

The bodies of an Iraqi, a 
Palestinian and a Sudanese 
and three other people were 
recovered by rescue teams 
who worked throughout the 
night under powerful flood- 
lights, police said. Rescuers 
and police said an estimated 
30 to 40 residents of the 
building may still be buried 
under tonnes of concrete and 
twisted steel. 

Nineteen people were 
injured when the building 
suddenly collapsed Sunday 
evening and “only four of 
them remain hospitalised," 
the MENA news agency 
quoted a Cairo health official 


as saying Wednesday. “They 
are all in stable condition,” 
added Mahmoud Oweida. 

Two young women — an 
Egyptian university student 
and a 17-year-old American 
who was looking to rent an 
apartment in the building 
with her Egyptian-born 
mother — were pulled alive 
from the debris on Tuesday, 
both in good condition. 

The mother of the 
American teenager, 

Samantha Miksche of Los 
Angeles, re main s missing. 

Police said the search for 
survivors would continue for 
another 48 hours but a Red 
Cross team from Germany 
which afrived on Tuesday 
with sniffer dogs was to 
return borne Wednesday 
night. 

A 24r member Japanese 
search team is expected to 
arrive on Wednesday. 

The Ejyptian authorities 
have set ip a committee- of 
experts tc try to determine 
the reasor i for the collapse. 

The ne\ spaper A1 Akhbar 
reported Wednesday that 
poor qua ty cement may 
have beer used in building 
the apartn nt complex. 

The b il ding’s owner. 
Raouf Wi sa Ibrahim, has 
been detai ed and charged 
with “ext ?me negligence 
and unprer editated murder." 


Women protest 
Miss World Contest 

BANGALORE. India (R) 
— Sixteen women were 
arrested Tuesday after 
smearing cow dung and tar 
on the outside walls of the 
Bangalore office of the 
Miss World Beauty 
Contest's official Indian 
sponsors, police said. The 
pageant, which will be held 
in this southern Indian city 
□ext month, has attracted a 
storm of protests from 
women's groups, traditional 
militan t organisations and 
Hindu nationalist politi- 
cians. Some women have 
even threatened to commit 
suicide by self-immolation 
ro stop the show coming to 
India. In the latest protest 
the demonstrators spread 
the dung and tar over the 
windows and name place of 
Godrej, the personal care 
products company which is 
sponsoring the beauty show 
being held in India for the 
first time. Police arrested 
them while they were chant- 
ing slogans against Godrej 
and Amirabh Bachchan 
Corporation Ltd. (ABCL) 
the company which holds 
the licence for staging this 
year's pageant. “They were 
arrested for trespass and 
causing mischief. Security 
will be stepped up at the 
show’s venue.” a senior 
Bangalore police official 
said. The organisers have 
already decided to stage the 
swimsuit stage of the con- 
test in the Seycheile Islands 
in the Indian Ocean to avoid 
stirring up more trouble. 
The 91 contestants arrive in 
India next week. ABCL was 
targeted by protesters in 
Bangalore Sunday; but they 
vandalised the wrong office, 
apparently unaware that 
ABCL had moved premis- 
es a month ago. 

Brazilian finds out he 
died 11 years ago 

RIO DE JANEIRO <R> — 
A Brazilian shopowner has 
found out he is officially 
dead, declared deceased by 
his former wife after they 
separated 1 1 years ago. 
Globo News Television 
reported Avacir Avila of 
southern Rosario Do Jvai 
has since remarried. He 
learned of his status when 
he asked authorities about 
adopting a boy. Globo said. 
His death had been con- 
firmed by two witnesses 
and his ex-wife even went 
to his funeral. His lawyer 
says Mr. Avila will have to 
prove he is still alive 
through fingerprinting and 
exhumation of the body that 
was buried in his name, the 
television said. 

Woman angered at 
her trivial ‘death’ 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
British woman who was 
pronounced dead but was 
later saved from burial by 
an undertaker who noticed 
signs of life, is angry that 
her plight has been featured 
in the board game Trivial 
Pursuit, it emerged 
Wednesday. Daphne 

Banks's recovery is now 
included as a question in the 
latest edition of the popular 
quiz game. But the 61-year- 
old, who was certified dead 
by her doctor after an over- 
dose, is taking legal advice 
about what she believes to 
be an invasion of her priva- 
cy by Hasbro, the makers of 
the board game, the Times 
reported. Banks, a fanner’s 
wife from the- town of 
Stonely in central England, 
told the paper she had not 
been asked if her case could 
be featured in the game. 
‘They have invaded ray pri- 
vacy. I am not at all 
pleased.” she said, adding 
that she was not familiar 
with Trivial Pursuit, “I 
beard there was a new edi- 
tion of questions that 
includes one about me. I 
live in a small village. This 
game is going to be given to 
a lot of people at 
Christmas" she said. 
Hasbro told the Tunes they 
had no intention of upset- 
ting . Banks. Tie objective 
of the game was to 
acknowledge recent events 
“and it would be impossible 
to contact everyone con- 
cerned." it added. 







